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INTRODUCTION 

T O 

PROFESSOR  FRANCE’S  BOOK 

ON  THE 

Footfteps  of  Providence; 

i » 

IN  WHICH  IS 

Demonftrated  the  Exiftence,  Perfe&ions,  and 
Providence  of  GOD,  from  the  Principles 
of  Reafon  and  Revelation. 


I.  The  Existence  of  GOD. 

nr' 

JL  HE  conftitution  of  man,  his  perceptive  powers 
and  inward  fenfe,  u e.  his  moral  fenfe,  are  fo 
framed,  that  he  can  no  fooner  open  the  eyes  of 
••M3  body  and  mind,  and  think  like  a man,  but  he 
difcerns  the  glory  of  his  omnipotent  Maker  : his 
reafon  muft  as  naturally  conclude,  that  the  higheft 
veneration  ought  to  be  given  to  infinite  Majefty, 
the  drongeft  affedtion  to  infinite  Goodnefs,  the 
greateft  fear  to  infinite  Power,  and  the  firmed: 
obedience  to  infinite  Dominion ; and  that  it  mull 
be  the  belt  and  noblefi:  improvement  of  human 

b nature. 


iv  INTRODUCTION. 

pature,  to  refemble  the  truth,  juftice,  purity  and 
beneficence  of  God,  which  is  the  fum  and  fub- 
ftance  of  religion. 

II.  So  that  Religion  is  as  true  as  our  faculties ; 
for  if  there  is  fuch  a thing  as  reafon,  there  is  fuch 
a Being  as  a God.  Therefore  it  is  fcarcely  ima- 
ginable that  a man,  in  the  right  ufe  of  his  per- 
ceptive powers,  and  inward  fenfe,  can  be  a Heady 
and  perfevering  atheifl ; for  there  are  five  demon- 
Hrations  of  a God  ever  before  his  eyes. 

1.  The  admirable  frame  and  flrudture  of  the 
vifible  univerfe. 

2.  The  manifold  footfleps  of  an  over-ruling 
Providence. 

3.  The  reafonable  fentiments  of  all  fober  men 
in  all  ages. 

• 4,  The  wonderful  frame  and  contexture  of  our 
own  bodies. 

5.  The  divine  faculties  and  fublime  operations 
of  our  fouls. 

The  grand,  original,  fundamental  law  of  nature, 
is  founded  on  this  felf-evident  axiom,  or  maxim 
of  truth,  THAT  NOTHING  CAN  GIVE  TO  ANOTHER, 
WHAT  IT  HAS  NOT  IN  ITSELF  TO  GIVE.  FrOlIl 
this  a man  may  eafily  infer,  that  all  the  goodnefs, 
life,  power  and  intelligence  diffufed  through  the 
creatures,  mufl  be  found,  ip  an  eminent  way, 
collected  in  the  uncreated,  felf-exiftent  mind  of 
God,  who  mull  therefore  be  poffefled  of  all  pof- 
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fible  perfection ; and  if  fo,  he  muft  be  a God  of 
truth  ; and  if  a God  of  truth,  it  mull  be  his  will 
that  man  fhould  not  form  any  falfe  conceptions 
of  his  divine  nature.  And  hence  the' firft  law  of 
nature  is  this,  that  man  fhould  believe  the  exift- 
ence  of  God,  and  fliould  entertain  the  moil  ho- 
norable idea  of  Him,  that  his  underftanding  can 
poflibly  conceive:  that  he  fhould  acknowledge 
and  extol  his  divine  attributes,  and  revere  his 
fupreme  dignity  and  incomprehenfible  excellence : 
that  he  fhould  own,  magnify  and  adore  his  un- 
fpeakable  glory  and  majefty — contemplate  with 
admiration  and  rapture  his  boundlefs  perfections 
— bow  down  his  foul  in  low  fubmifiion  to  his  fove- 
reign  greatnefs^praife  and  exalt,  with  the  moft 
ardent  ftrains  of  devotion,  his  all-fuffieiency,  and 
independent  felf-exiftence : that  he  fhould  ftand 
in  awe  of  his  dreadful  and  irrefiftible  power — 
exprefs  the  higheft  love  of  his  efTential  goodnefs 
— conftantly  obferve  and  regard,  with  deep  vene- 
ration, his  prefence  in  all  places,  and  attentively 
advert  to  his  unlimited  knowledge,  who  not  only 
takes  notice  of  all  our  aCtions,  but  fearches  the 
fecrets  of  the  heart,  views  the  bent  and  inclination 
of  the  foul,  and  fees  our  thoughts  and  purpqfes, 
even  at  their  firft  ebullition,  and  imperfeCt  erup* 
tion  from  the  mind. 

PROVIDENCE  is  nothing  lefs  than  theomni- 
prefent  mind  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  pre- 
ferving  and  governing  his  own  wcrld. 
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The  Lord  Jesus  produced  the  univerfe  by  an 
aft  of  his  will,  which  before  that  aft  had  no  ex- 
igence. He  upholds  the  whole  world  every 
moment,  or  it  would  fall  into  ruins.  He  aftuates 
and  enlivens  the  creation,  otherwife  it  would  be  a ' 
lifelefs  mafs.  He  recovered  it  from  the  curfe, 
when  man  had  forfeited  all  into  the  hands  of  Di- 
vine Juftice,  by  his  treafon  and  rebellion  againil 
the  majeity,  dominion,  and  dignity  of  God. 

He  preferves  and  governs  all  creatures,  accord- 
ing to  their  different  natures ; as,  dead  matter — 
vegetable  fubftances — animal  bodies — and  rati- 
onal immortal  minds. 

He  preferves  and  governs  dead  matter  by  his 
own  grand  law  of  gravitation.  He  preferves  and 
governs  vegetable  bodies,  according  to  the  laws 
of  attraction  and  nutrition,  which  he  made  for 
them.  He  preferves  and  governs  all  animal  bodies, 
of  birds,  beads,  fifties,  reptiles,  and  infefts,  by 
giving  them  the  great  law  of  initinft  and  genius, 
or  aptitude  for  their  peculiar  kinds  of  aftion, 
which  they  every  moment  perform.  He  pre- 
ferves and  governs  all  mankind,  by  the  law  he 
has  impreifed  upon  the  human  nature.  This  law 
is  the  will  of  Christ,  grounded  in  the  nature, 
conititution,  and  powers  of  man,  commanding 
what  is  right,  and  forbidding  what  is  wrong. 

Having  demonitrated  the  exiitence  and  perfec- 
tions of  God,  let  us  now  evince  the  exiitence  of 
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a fpecial  Providence,  exercifed  by  the  Lord 
Jesus  towards  his  peculiar  people,  through  every 
period  of  their  lives ; who  is  attentive  to  all  their 
moft  minute  circumftances. 

The  Scripture  evidences  of  a peculiar  Provi- 
dence, pour  in  upon  us  like  the  tides  of  the 
ocean ; or  the  beams  of  light  from  the  fun, 
which  dart  every  way  through  a vaft  expanfe  of 
thoufands  of  millions  of  miles,  with  exceflive 
brightnefs  and  beauty. 

The  abundance  of  proofs,  makes  it  an  arduous 
work  to  arrange  and  difplay  them  in  proper  order. 

Let  us  try  at  the  moft  clear  and  eafy  methods 
of  demonftration,  fo  that  each  head  of  evidence 
may  enlighten  the  underftanding,  convince  the 
confcience,  imprefs  the  memory,  charm  the  affec- 
tions, and  regulate  our  life  and  converfation. 

The  glorious  Being  of  God — the  boundlefs 
perfections  of  the  Divine  Nature  of  Jesus 
Christ — the  ftruCture  of  the  vifible  world,  and 
its  aftonifhing  prefervation — the  beauty,  order, 
and  elegance  of  the  univerfe — the  amazing  blef- 
flngs.  of  God  beftowed  on  the  whole  world  of 
mankind — the  awful  judgments  of  God  upon 
many  daring  finners — and  the  fears  and  terrors  of 
guilty  minds  : all  thefe  evince  a Providence. 
To  which  may  be  added,  the  glaring  abfurdities, 
and  ruinous  confequences,  which,  arife  and  flow 
from  a denial  of  the  fpecial  Providence  that  pre- 
ferves  and  governs  the  world. 
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But  we  have  yet  more  ftriking  and  comfortable 
evidences  of  the  peculiar  Providence  of  Christ 
over  all  his  redeemed  people. 

I.  Answers  to  Prayer,  n convincing 
Evidence  of  a fpecial  Providence. 

1.  Abraham’s  fervant 'prays — Rebekah  appears. 
Qen.  xxiv.  15. 

2.  Jacob  wreftles  with  God — Efau’s  heart  is 

foftened.  Gen.  xxxiii.  10. 

3.  Mofes  prays— the  Red  Sea  divides.  Exod, 

*iv.  15-  . , 

4.  Mofes  lifts  up  his  hands— Ifrael  ruins  the 

Amalekites.  Exod.  xvii.  n« 

5.  Hannah  prays— Samuel  is  given.  1 Sam. 

1 2 y • 

6.  Manoah  prays— Jesus  appears.  Judges 

xiii.  9.  . . C.c 

7.  David  prays— Ahithophel  hangs  himfelt, 

2 Sam.  xv.  31.  . . . 

8.  Afa  prays— a victory  is  gained  over  a million 

of  men.  . 2 Chron.  xiv.  1 1. 

9.  Elijah  prays— the  heavens  are  brafs.  1 Kings 

xvii.  1. 

10.  Elijah  cries  to  Goc-the  heavens  pour 
down  floods,  i Kings  xviii.'i. 

11.  Elijah  prays— fire  defcends  on  the  facnfice. 

1 Kings  xviii.  36.  ' 

12.  Elijah  prays— fire  burns  an  hundred  men. 

2 Kings  i.  12, 
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13.  Jehofhaphat  prays  to  God— and  is  immedi- 
ately faved  from  death.  1 Kings  xxii'.  32.  2 Chron. 
xviii.  31. 

14.  Hezekiah  prays— and  185,000  men  are 
ftruck  dead  in  one  night.  2 Kings  xix.  14.  Ifai. 
xxx  vii.  16. 

15.  Hezekiah  prays— the  fun  goes  back.  Ifai. 
xxxviii.  5. 

16.  Three  heroes  pray— fire  is  turned  into  froft. 
Dan.  iii.  17. 

17.  Daniel  prays— the  grand  dream  is  revealed. 
Dan.  ii.  18. 

18.  Daniel  prays— lions  are  made  lambs.  Dan. 
vi.  22. 

19.  Daniel  prays— feventy  weeks  are  revealed. 
Dan.  ix.  2,  3. 

20.  Efther  prays— Haman  is  hanged.  Efth. 
iv.  16. 

21.  Ezra  prays — God  anfwers  in  a moment. 
Ezra  viii.  21 — 23. 

22.  Nehemiah  prays— the  king’s  heart  is  turned. 
Neh.  ii.  4. 

23.  Jonah  prays  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  and 
the  belly  of  hell— he  rifes,  and  is  fafe  on  dry 
land.  Jonah  ii.  2. 

24.  Gideon  prays— the  fleece  is  wet.  Judg.  vi. 

37538.— He  prays  again— the  fleece  is  dry. 
Ver.  40. 

25.  The  Church  of  Christ  prays — Peter’s 
prifon  doors  fly  open.  Ads  xii.  5— 7. 
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REMARKS. 

See  the  omnipotent  Towers,  and  glorious  FiBory  of 
PRATER! 

Prayer  has  faved  kingdoms — made  armies  vic- 
torious-removed terrible  judgments— brought 
down  millions  of  bleffings— delivered  multitudes 
of  Angle  believers— flopped  the  fun  in  his  race, 
and  the  moon  in  her  courfe— quenched  the  flames 
0f  fjre — muzzled  a den  of  lions — divided  the 
raging  feas— driven  out  legions  of  dev  ils— brought 
back  immortal  fouls  from  the  eternal  world— and 
conquered  the  eternal  God  himfelf,  the  great  and 
immortal  JEHOVAH. 

II.  Critical  Times  of  Distress  ; or  the 
Appearance  of  God  the  Redeemer  in  Toe 
Pinches  of  Providence . 

JEHOVAH-JIREH — the  LORD  will  provide. 

x.  Abraham  lifts  up  his  knife  to  cut  Ifaac  s 
throat— the  Meflenger  Jehovah  appears.  Gen. 
xxii.  10,  ii. 

2.  Lot  on  the  point  of  ruin— the  angel  pulls 

him  into  fafety.  Gen.  xix.  io. 

3.  Hagar  and  Ilhmael  dying  with  thirft— a 

well  appears.  Gen.  xvi.  13.  xxi.  19. 

4.  Rebekah  comes  to  the  well  in  the  very  mo- 

ment Abraham’s  fteward  was  looking  for  direc- 
tion. Gen.  xxiv.  15.  S • 
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$m  The  Midianites  merchant-men  appear,  and 
Jofeph  is  faved  from  death.  Gen.  xxxvii.  28. 

6.  Jofeph  interprets  the  butler's  dream,  and 
that  butler  is  forced,  after  vile  negledt,  to  bring 
jofeph  into  Pharaoh's  prefence,  who  advances  him 
to  honor,  power  and  glory.  Gen,  xli.  9 — 46. 

7.  The  famine  forces  Jacob  to  fend  into  Egypt 
for  corn ; this  brings  on  the  moft  happy  difcovery 
of  his  beloved  fon  Jofeph,  and  his  own  future 
fafety  from  ruin.  Gen.  xlii.  xlv.— — That  man 
muft  be  worfe  than  the  devil,  who  will  not  ac- 
knowledge the  footfteps  of  God  in  this  affair  1 

8.  The  infant  Mofes  on  the  brink  of  ruin  among 
the  flags  of  the  river  Nile— Pharaoh's  daughter 
appears  to  fave  him.  Exod.  ii.  2 — 6. 

9.  Mofes  flees  from  the  wrath  of  the  king — 
Jethro  provides  for  his  fafety  forty  years.  Exod. 
ii.  1 5,  16. 

10.  Mofes  fleps  into  the  fea — that  moment  the 
waters  divide.  Exod.  xiv.  15. 

11.  Sifera  flees  into  Jael's  tent— he  is  Hailed  to 
the  floor,  and  the  Ifraelites  are  faved  from  ruin. 
Judg.  iv.  18. 

12.  Ruth  in  poverty  is  forced  to  glean  corn— 
Boaz  appears,  makes  her  his  wife,  and  the  owner 
of  all  his  vaft  eflate.  Ruth  ii.  3,4. 

13.  Goliath,  the  Philiftine  bully,  infults  God 
and  his  people — David,  a fliepherd  boy,  appears 
with  a fling  and  a flone,  brings  the  monfter  to 
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the  ground,  and  cuts  off  his  head,  i Sam# 
xvii.  50. 

14.  David  efcapes  death  from  a javelin,  by  the 
quicknefs  of  his  eye,  directed  by  Providence. 

1 Sam.  xviii.  11.  xix.  9, 10. 

15.  The  Philiftines  invade  the  land  of  Ifrael 
that  moment  Saul  is  on  the  point  of  killing 
David.  1 Sam.  xxiii.  26,  27. 

16.  David,  by  means  of  a fainting  Egyptian, 
recovers  his  beloved  Abigail,  and  all  the  plunder 
of  Ziklag.  1 Sam.  xxx.  n — 18. 

17.  A man  draws  a bow  at  a venture — the 
wicked  Ahab  is  fain,  and  Elijah  is  faved  from 
his  enemy.  1 Kings  xxii.  30. 

18.  The  waters  appear  as  blood  to  the  army 
of  Moabites — they  are  led  into  a fnare,  and  the 
Ifraelites  gain  the  victory.  2 Kings  ili.  23,  24. 

19.  Rabfhakeh  vows  vengeance  on  Hezekiah, 
and  daringly  defies  and  blafphemes  God  ; and 
that  night  the  infolent  atheift,  with  his  army  of 
185,000  men,  are  {truck  dead,  and  Sennacherib 
murdered  by  his  own  fons.  2 Kings  xix.  35. 

2 Chron.  xxxii.  21.  Ifaiah  xxxvii.  36. 

20.  Haman  forms  a wicked  plot  to  deftroy  all 
the  Jews ; he  calls  lots  for  a profp^rous  day — the 
lot  fell  eleven  months  dillant.  Either  iii.  7. 

21.  Haman  eredls  a gallows  to  hang  Mordecai 

■—that  night  the  king  could  not  lleep:  Mordecai  is 
exalted,  and  Haman  hanged.  Either  vi.  1 — 4. 
vii.  q.  22.  Forty 
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22.  Forty  men  fwear  they  will  kill  Paul — the 
chief  captain  prevents  the  plot.  Ads  xxiii.  12. 

23.  The  filent,  invifible,  but  powerful  energy 
of  Christ’s  Providence,  fways  the  heart  of  Feftus 
to  prevent  a fecond  plot  againfl  PauPs  life.  Ads 
xxv.  3,  4. 

24.  Paul,  in  a dreadful  ftorm,  is  faved,  with 
all  the  crew  in  the  fhip.  Ads  xxvii.  43,  44. 

III.  God  the  Redeemer  has  aft ed  above r 

beyond y or  contrary  to  his  Laws  of  Nature, 

for  the  Prefervation  and  Salvation  of  his 

People. 

Witnefs  Noah  in  the  deluge  : the  Israelites  at 
the  Red  Sea : the  manna  fent  for  forty  years,  and 
the  rock  flowing  with  water.  Witnefs  the  river 
of  Jordan,  and  the  walls  qf  Jericho,  Witnefs  the 
fun  and  moon  : the  ftrength  of  Sampfon  : the 
fupernatural  valor  of  David  ; the  ruin  of  Senna* 
eherib’s  army:  the  burning  fiery  furnace:  the 
den  of  roaring  lions : the  monftrous  fifh  that  vo- 
mited Jonah  on  dry  land:  with  ten  thoufand  other 
wonders,  which  we  are  unable  to  enumerate, 

IV.  An  AfTociation  of  natural  and  moral 

Caufes. 

Caufes  have  been  ordered,  direded  and  aduated 
fcy  the  omniprefent  Redeemer,  for  the  preferva- 
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tion,  deliverance  and  fuccefs  of  his  people.  In 
the  hiftory  of  Jofeph  we  have  ten  or  twelve  Heps 
of  Providence,  all  tending  to  his  advancement  to 
honor  and  power ; and  if  one  link  in  the  grand 
chain  of  Providence  had  failed,  all  would  have 
failed,  and  come  to  nothing.  And  in  the  prefer* 
vation  and  advancement  of  Either  to  the  throne, 
and  of  Mordecai  to  be  the  firft  man,  next  the 
king,  in  one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  provinces, 
you  mull  be  blind  as  a Hone,  if  you  do  not  fee 
the  agency  of  God  our  Saviour.  The  reader 
may  eafily  add  Mofes  and  David,  with  many 
others,  to  the  number. 

? . i 

V.  KindnelTe.s  done  to  God’s  People , have  been 
generoufly  rewarded,  and  Injuries  offered  to 
them  have  been  mojt  dreadfully  punifhed,  by 
the  Juftice  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  every  Age 
of  the.  World . 

God  bleifed,  not  only  the  houfe  of  Potiphar, 
but  all  the  kingdom  of  Egypt,  for  the  fake  of 
Jofeph,  Gen.  xxxix.  5.  as  He  had  before  done  to 
Laban,  for  the  fake  of  his  fervant  Jacob.  Gen. 
xxx.  27. 

The  Egyptian  midwives  faved  the  children  of 
the  Ifraelites  from  the  bloody  cruelty  of  Pharaoh ; 
and  God  built  them  houfes,  i,  e y preferved  and 
bleifed  their  families.  Exod.  i.  20,  2 1. 

Rahab 
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Rahab  hid  the  fpies,  and  God  the  Redeemer 
faved  all  her  houfe  from  deftrudtion.  Jofh.  vii.  17, 
Obed-edom  entertained  the  ark,  and  the  bleffing 
of  God  came  down  upon  all  his  houfe,  2 Sam, 
vi.  11,  12. 

In  all  ages,  families,  cities,  and  kingdoms, 
have  been  bleffed  for  the  fake  of  the  righteous; 
and  ten  good  men  would  have  been  the  prefer- 
vation  of  four  cities  from  fire  and  brimftone, 
Gen.  xviii.  32, 

On  the  other  hand,  you  fee  that  tyrant,  the 
king  of  Egypt,  drowns  the  infants  in  the  river 
Nile,  and  Juftice  drowns  him,  and  all  his  hoft, 
in  the  Red  Sea,  Exod,  xiv,  28, 

King  Saul  flings  a javelin  to  kill  righteous 
David;  and  Juftice  leaves  the  tyrant  to  fall  upon 
his  own  fword.  1 Sam,  xviii,  10.  xix.  10.  xxxi.  4. 

The  wicked  noblemen  in  Darius’s  court  con- 
trive to  have  Daniel  thrown  into  the  lion’s  den — 
the  vengeance  of  God  caufes  the  lions  to  break 
their  bones,  before  they  come  to  the  bottom  of  it, 
Dan.  vi,  24. 

Ahab  fpills  Naboth’s  blood  — the  dogs  lick 
Ahab’s  blood  on  the  very  fame  fpot.  1 Kings 
xxi.  19.  xxii.  38. 

Jeroboam  ftretches  out  his  hand  to  feize  a pro- 
phet—that  hand  and  arm  are  inftantly  ftruck  dead. 

J Kings  xiii,  4. 

Elymas 
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Elymas  oppofes  Paul,  and  he  is  ftruck  blind  in 

a moment.  Afts  xiii.  io;  n* 

On  the  other  hand,  Publius  and  his  friends,  at 
Malta,  fliew  kindnefs  to  Paul ; and  his  houfe,  and 
the  whole  illand,  are  the  better  for  it.  Ads  xxvii. 

In  all  ages  God  the  Redeemer  has  made  good 
that  prom  if e,  copied  from  his  heart,  I will  blefs 
them  that  blefs  thee ; and  that  threatening,  copied 
from  his  wrath,  I will  curfe  them  that  curfe  thee, 
Gen.  xii.  a,  3. 

VI.  The  Prevention  of  Sin  in  good  Men  and 
had  Men , is  a Jiriking  Evidence  of  the  fpecial 
Providence  of  God, 

God  fays  to  Abimelech,  I withheld  thee  from 
finning  againjl  me,  Qen.  xx.  6. 

David  was  kept  from  commiting  a moft  rafh 
and  dreadful  murder  by  Divine  Providence, 

1 Sam.  xxv.  33. 

Wicked  refolutions  to  murder  the  apoftle  Paul, 
were  defeated  twice,  yea,  three  times  ( A&s  xxi, 
31.  xxiii.  21.  xxv.  3. 

Thefe  ate  aftonilhing  proofs  of  the  ever  a&ive 
Vinderftanding,  omniprefence,  almighty  power, 
and  faithfulnefs  qf  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  . 

Thus,  my  dear  reader,  you  fee  thefe  finking 
eyideqces  of  the  exigence,  attributes,  and  fpecial 

Providence 
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Providence  of  God  our  Saviour:  and  the  follow 
ing  narrative  of  that  incomparable  man  of  God* 
Profeflor  Franck , is  a moil  glorious  exemplification 
of  thefe  evidences  of  Divine  Providence. 

All  places  are  full  of  God  ; all  nature  is  his 
habitation,  all  fpace  his  abode*  The  fun  and 
moon,  and  every  dar,  points  us  to  a God  : the 
air,  earth,  and  feas,  proclaim  the  wifdom,  power, 
and  agency  of  God.  Every  plant,  tree  and  flower, 
every  bird,  bead,  fifh  and  infedt,  proclaims  a God* 
Not  the  lead  dick  or  draw,  but  tells  us  there  is  a 
God  : not  the  lead  breath  or  whifper  of  air,  but 
would  found  as  loud  as  thunder  in  our  ears,  the 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God,  if  our  hearts  were 
not  poifoned  with  atheifm  and  enmity  againd  Him* 

Bpt  fuch  an  eminent  believer  as  Profeflor  Franck 
was  not  contented  with  mere  rational  and  philofo- 
phioal  views  of  the  being  and  perfections  of  God* 
He  was  aflified  by  the  Eternal  Spirit  to  view 
every  thing  in  that  point  of  light  in  which  it  is 
placed  by  Divine  Revelation  : and  this  taught 
him  to  fee  all  things  in  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  in 
the  immediate  hands,  and  under  the  intire  domi- 
nion of  the  only  Lord  God  5 or,  as  the  original 
Greek  ought  to  be  tranflated,  the  only  Sovereign 
Master,  and  God  and  Lord  of  us,  Jescis  Christ. 
Jude,  ver.  4.  Kai  ton  monon  Defpoteen  Theon  kai 
Kurion  emoon  Iefoun  Chrifton . This  great  and  good 
Profeflor  Franck  faw  Christ  in  every  creature,  and 
faw  every  creature  to  be  nothing  without  Christ. 


xvni  INTRODUCTION. 

He  had  a realizing  faith  in  JEHOVAH  JESUS, 
and  this  led  him  to  fcorn  and  abhor  all  thofe  cor- 
rupt and  falfe  ideas  of  the  perfon  of  Christ,  which 
reprefent  Him  as  a created  God , or  a mere  man  like 
ourfelves,  born  from  the  conjunction  of  Jofeph 
and  his  wife,  in  the  fame  manner  as  all  other  men 

are. -No,  Sirs ; Dr.  Franck  durlt  not  give  the 

lye  diredt  to  the  Eternal  Spirit,  and  God  the 
Father  likewife;  who  allure  us,  that  God  Ihould 
perform  a new  thing  in  the  earth : fuch  a new  thing 
as  never  was  before,  and  will  never  be  again. 
Jer.  xxxi.  22.  Ki  barah  Jehovah  chadajha  baaretz 
tieckebah  tefobeb  gaber. 

The  Holy  Ghost  Jhall  come  upon  thee.  Luke  i. 
35.  He,  i.  e.  Jofeph,  knew  her  not  till  Jhe  had 
brought  forth  her  firjl-born  fan,  and  he  called  his  name 
JESUS.  Matt.  i.  21.  This  is  the  pofitive  telti- 
mony  of  the  God  of  truth ; to  which  Sochians 
reply,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a grand  liar,  and 
that  God  the  Father  has  fet  his  feal  to  the  molt 
notorious  lye  that  ever  was  declared  in  the  world  *. 

* 

* Jofeph  Prieftly,  L.L.D.  in  his  fourth  letter  to  the  Jews,  page 
40,  4.1,  has  the  unparalleled  boldnefs  to  declare,  before  God  and 
the  whole  world,  “ The  hiftory  of  the  miraculous  conception  of 
cc  Jesus,  does  not  appear  tome  to  be  fufftciently  authenticated. 
a —Your  facred  books,  as  well  as  ours,  being  written  by  men, 
“ neither  of  thftn  can  be  expe&ed  to  be  intirely  free  from  mif- 
««  takes,  or  exempt  from  interpolations. 

<e  Myfelf,-  and  many  other  Chriftians,  are  no  believers  in  the 
<*  miraculous  conception  of  Jesus,  but  are  of  opinion, 
<£  that  he  was  the  legitimate  son  of  Joseph. 


But 
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But  Dr.  Franck  believed  juft  the  reverfe  of  all 
this  impudence  and  blafphemy : he  knew  that 
God  our  Saviour  fills  heaven  and  earth:  that  He 
is  no  temporary  God  by  office*  but  exists  all 
at  off ce * from  eternity  to  eternity:  he  found 
Him  to  be  an  omniprefent  Friend — ever  living 
with  him— ever  living  in  him,  as  the  only  Spring 
and  Source  of  his  life*  as  the  great  Pattern  of  his 
life*  and  the  foie  End  of  his  exiftence  and  im- 
mortal powers : he,  found  Christ  to  be  the  Life 
Of  his  underftanding,  of  his  will*  memory,  confci- 
ence  and  affeCtions : he  found  Christ  to  be  the 
Life  of  his  faith*  and  he  was  firong  in  faith * giving 
glory  to  the  perfections  of  his  God  and  Saviour. 

God  the  Eternal  Spirit  gave  him  a confi- 
dent expectation  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the 
convincing  evidence  of  invifible  tranfaCtions.  Heb . 
xi.  i. 

He  realized  the  invifible  Perfons  of  Father* 
Son*  and  Holy  Spirit — he  realized  the  invifible 
tranfaCtions  of  the  SACRED  THREE,  in  their 
purpofes  and  councils  concerning  our  falvation— * 
he  realized  the  invifible  bleffings  contained  in 
all  the  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes. 
2 Pet.  i*  4* 

He  had  a full  confidence  in  God’s  fincerity  and 
faithfulnefs*  with  refpeCt  to  the  fulfilment  of  all 
the  promifes:  he  had  a full  perfuafion  that  God 
would  be  true  to  his  foul,  and  to  his  own  promifes. 

d He- 
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He  had  a fixed  and  ftrong  rational  perfuafion 
powerfully  working  in  his  foul,  which  carried  him 
above  all  frightful  difcouragements,  and  terrify- 
ing outward  appearances  of  things*  God  the  in- 
carnate Redeemer  was  his  inexhauflible  bank  of 
riches:  in  Him  he  found  immenfe  {lores  of  good- 
nefs  and  grace,  mercy  and  love ; and  he  had  a 
bold  intrepid  claim  to  all  the  bank  flock  of  God 
for  himfelf,  as  his  own  real  eternal  portion  and 
pofTeffion:  and,  for  the  great  and  lading  happinefs 
of  all  Germany,  he  had  a claiming  faith  for  the 
continual  carrying  on  of  that  great  defign  of  the 
Orphan-houfe,  which  has  now  fubfifled  near 
ninety-two  years.  And  we  may  juflly  conclude 
that  many  hundreds  of  thoufands,  if  not  millions, 
have  been  comforted  from  his  experience,  which 
God  gave  him  to  be  the  inflrument  of  fuch  im- 
menfe good  to  the  Church,  and  the  world  * ,! 

Dr. 

* Molt  adorable  and  ever-prefent  God  and  Saviour!  vve  iee 
thy  eternal  power  and  Godhead  in  this  grand  affair,  from  the  firft- 
rndment  till  this  very  day : it  was  thy  hand  that  formed  this  great 
and  good  man:  thou  didft  give  him  his  ftrong  natural  powers: 
thou  didft  infpire  him  with  a noble  genius  for  learning  and  the 
fciences  : thou  didft  enable  him  to  attain  all  the  erabelliftunents  of 
his  mind  and  unclerftanding,  and  thou  didft  give  him  higher  ac- 
compl i lhmen tjgthan  all  the  beauties  of  the  fciences.  Thou  waft  the 
foie  Author,  Ob:e6t,  Feeder  and  Finiftier  of  his  faith:  thou  waft 
the  Author,  the  Objett,  and  the  Feeder  of  his  love.  He  loved 
Thee  with  a v$ft  admiration  and  efteem,  with  a boundlefs  bene- 
volence and  gratitude  : he' thought  of  Thee  as  the  molt  worthy 

and  beautiful  Perfon:  he  delired  thy  prefence  as  the  life  of  his 

foul : 
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Dr.  Augustus  Hermannus  Franck,  was  born 
at  Lubeck,  in  Germany,  on  the  12th  of  March, 

in  the  yqar  1663. His  ^at^er  was  Mr.  John 

Franck,  a counfellor  at  law ; and  his  mother  Ann, 
was  daughter  of  Mr.  David  Gloxin,  fenior,  burgo- 
mailer  of  Lubeck.  He  was  educated  at  the  uni- 

veriity 

foul : he  bore  the  flrongeft  good-will  to  thine  interefl  and  king- 
dom in  the  immortal  fouls  of  men  : he  delighted  in  Thee  as  the 
eternal  and  immutable  Truth  and  Beauty,  and  he  rejoiced  in  Thee 
as  the  Ocean  of  all  his  happinefs  for  time  and  eternity  ! 

O,  my  dear  reader ! do  you  not  ardently  pray  to  our  good  God 
and  Saviour,  to  make  you  refemble  this  great  and  holy  man? 
Po  you  not  fee,  and  long  to  imitate  him  in  his  faith,  and  bold 
claims  upon  hi§  beft  and  eternal  Friend  ? Do  you  not  fee  his  noble 
and  fixed  dependence  pn  the  uprightnefs,  fincerity,  veracity  and 
faithfulnefs  of  Christ,  pledged  in  his  promifes,  fealed  by  his 
blood,  and  confirmed  by  his  tremendous  oath,  and  the  eternal 
depofit  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  his  heart  ? This  gave  him  a full, 
unfhaken  confidence,  and  intrepid  expectation,  that  he  never  fhould 
be  confounded  or  afhamed : that  nothing  fhould  difappoint  his 
hopes,  or  damp  liis  joys  : that  all  dark  Providences  fhould  work 
for  his  good  ; all  apparent  lolfes  fhould  increafe  his  riches  $ and 
all  feeming  crofles  fhould  make  his  comforts  grow,  and  his  plea- 
fpres  in  Chiust  abound.  Is  not  his  experience  defirable  ? I am 
fure  it  is.  Where  that  is,  there  is  an  ardent  defire  that  the 
man’s  bitterefl  enemies  may  partake  of  the  fame  joys.  True 
Grace  is  the  moil  generous  principle  in  the  world : it  teaches 
and  animates  the  fouls  of  believers  tofeek  the  peace  of  every  place 
where  they  live,  apd  to  make  every  one  the  wifer,  better,  and  hap- 
pier, with  whom  they  have  the  leaft  connexion,  or  over  whom  they 
have  the  leaft  influence.  Do  you  feel  this  public  fpirit  ltrongly 
working  in  your  foul  ? Do  you  wifh  to  fee  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  flourifh,  not  only  in  arts  and  commerce,  in  pafturage  and 
hufbandry,  but  in  fcience  and  learning,  in  virtue  and  good  man- 
ners ; but  much  higher  than  all  thefe,  in  the  fear  of  God:  in  a 

d z veneration 
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verities  of  Erfurt,  Leipfick,  and  Luneburg  ; and 
began  to  preach  at  Luneburg  in  the  year  1687, 
He  fettled  at  Glaucha,  in  the  fuburbs  of  the  <*ity 
of  Hall,  in  Saxony,  in  the  year  16944  He  began 
his  grand  defign  of  the  Orphan-houfe  and  College 
for  ftudents  in  divinity,  at  Eafter  1695. 

Speedily  •will  be  publijhed  the  L IF E and  C HA FA CTER 
at  large  of  Dr.  FRANCK,  by  W.  JUSTINS,  Nt|5? 
Shoemaker-row, Blackfri  ars,  nearhvDGATt-HiLL, 
April  z 5,  17S7. 

veneration  for  his  ever-a£live  prefence  and  boundlefs  perfections : 
.in  a ftrift  regard  for  the  honor  of  his  Name,  and  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  attributes  : in  gratitude  for  the  infinite  advantages  of 
Divine  Revelation,  even  to  the  common  underftanding  and  reafon 
of  mankind ; and  information  in  the  true  foundations  of  moral 
virtue 3 fuch  are  prudence,  juftice,  temperance  and  fortitude  ? 

But  higher  ftill.  Do  you  feel  public  fpirit  for  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  this  country?  Do  ypu  love  to  fee  the  Divine  Life  and 
Godlike  Nature,  the  Image  of  Christ  and  the  Power  of  Godlinef?, 
flourifli  in  the  fouls  of  God’s  beloved  and  chofen  people  ? 

Do  you  wifti  to  fee  all  the  graces  of  God’s  Ho:ly  Spirit  rife 
into  the  moll  blooming  perfe&ion  pf  beauty,  in  their  exercife  to- 
wards Christ,  the  Father,  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  all  mankind  : 
teaching  us  at  the  farjae  moment  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
lujliy  and  to  live  foberly  in  felf-govemment,  as  well  as  rigbteoujly  in 
the  exercife  of  every  branch  of  moral  juftice,  and  godly , in  this 
prefent  EyiL  world? 

Do  you  wifti  to  fee  the  Gofpel  rife  above  its  prefent  banks  and 
bounds,  and  fwell  like  a mighty  flood,  and  fpread  all  round  the 
world  from  pole  to  pole  ? 

Do  you  wifti  to  fee  the  poor,  blind,  miferable  Jews,  made  to 
know  Jesus,  the  true  God,  and  eternal  Life? 

P.  S.  See  Dr.  Woodward’s  Boylean  Lectures,  and  Sir  Richard  Blackmore 
on  the  Law  of  Nature, 

A ftriking  pafTage  again/!  Socinians  was  omitted  in  its  proper  place. 

Jfa.  vii.  14.  Htnneb  baolmeb  barab  vcjoledetb  ben  vekarat  Jhemo  Gnm-anu-eU 
li  Beheld  ! a virgin  /hall  be  pregnant,  and  bring  forth  a Son  3 ^nd  thou 
<c  /halt  call  his  name  Imm-anu -El— God  with  us.” 
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Th  E reafons  and  motives  of  the  prefent  Narrative. 
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Of  the  Rife , Qccafion,  arid  Progrefs  of  the  HofpitaU 

It  was  the  cuftom  of  Dr.  Franck  to  give  away  bread  to  the 

poor  every  Thurfday.  ■»— — 9 

A fight  of  their  grofs  ignorance  excited  compaflion  for  their 
fouls.  ___  — r — 10 

He  began  to  inilrutt  them  in  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian 

religion.  w — it 

He  bought  an  alms-box,  and  caufed  it  to  be  handed  about 
every  week  to  well-difpofed  perfons.  By  this  method,  in  a 

week’s  time,  he  raifed  two  fftillings.  -r 1 1 

The  box  proved  a.  burden  to  fome ; and  he  collected  fo  little, 
that  it  would  not  countervail  the  pains  taken.  He  laid  thi$ 
quite  afide,  and  fixed  a box  in  his  own  parlour,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1695.  — \z 

He  took  the  Bible  ; and,  as  it  were  by  accident,  fixed  upon 
thefe  words : GOD  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  towards 
yau.  2 Cor.  ix.  8.  * ■—  ■ 13 

He  is  greatly  encouraged  in  the  fuccefs  of  a project  for  the 
relief  of  a poor  good  man  and  his  family.  1 3 

A quarter  of  a year  after  the  box  was  fet  up,  a perfon  put  in, 

at  Once,  to  the  value  of  iBs.  6d.  — 14 

The  Profeffor  took  this  into  his  hands,  in  full  affurance  of 
faith,  as  a fund  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  He  lays  out 
eight  fhillings  in  books  : engages  3.  poor  ftudent  to  teach 
the  children  : the  vagrants  took  the  books,  and  ran  away 

with  them,  • — — r 13 

He  refolves  upon  a charity-fchool  about  Eafter,  1695.  ibid. 
Jn  the  fummer  he  receives  a prefent  of  five  hundred  crowns  for 

the  ufe  of  the  poor.  ? 17 

In  the  fame  fummer  one  hundred  crowns  were  fent  in.  18 
pour  orphans  were  prefented  to  him  for  relief.  He  ventured, 
in  the  Name  of  God,  to  take  them  all  four.  20 

'This  was  the  beginning  of  the  hofpital,  without  any  fettled 
fund  ; and  the  number  of  orphans,  by  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber, amounted  to  nine.  They  were  inftru&ed  by  a lludent 
in  divinity,  whofe  name  was  George  Henry  Newbauer.  21 
A perfon  of  diftinflion  fends  in  one  thoufand  crowns?  Another 
perfon  of  eminence  fends  in  three  hundred  crowns.  22 

In  Sept. 
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In  Sept.  1696,  two  tables  for  poor  Eudents  were  fet  up.  Page  25 
A houfe  is  bought  for  three  hundred  crowns.  26 

A project  is  fet  on  foot  to  teach  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew, 

in  1699.  27 

Another  houfe,  called  the  Golden  Eagle,  is  bought  by  the 
Profeflor,  for  the  fum  of  J950  crowns,  or  487 1.  29 

July  5,  1698,  they  began  to  break  ground  ; and  on  the  13th 
of  the  fame  month,  a foundation  for  an  hofpital  was  laid 
in  the  Name  of  God,  upon  whom  he  had  to  depend  for 

every  fupply.  30 

His  firE  defign  was  only  to  ereft  a timber  houfe  ; but  having 
bought  a {mall  farm,  there  was  found  in  the  garden  a rock, 
which  afforded fuch  Eones  as  were  fit  for  railing  up  a wall.  3 1 
The  King  of  Pruffia,  Elector  of  Brandenburgh,  furnifhed  him 

with  100,000  bricks,  and  30,000  tiles.  — 33 

Jn  Sept.  1698,  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  provided  the 
hofpital  with  a charter,  which  he  afterwards  amplified  and 

confirmed.  ibid. 

An  eminent  gentleman  employed  part  of  his  eEate  in  making  a 
fettlement  for  the  maintenance  of  poor  widows,  in  1698.  34 

C H A P.  II. 

Of  the  wonderful  Providence  of  GOD  attending  thefe  Endeavors 
to  efablijh  the  Hofpital  and  Charity-Schools. 

Before  Eafler,  1696,  when  the  provifion  for  the  poor  was  ejt- 
hauEed,  a perfon  unknown  paid  down  1000  crowns  for  their 
relief.  At  another  time  the  Eeward  wanted  money  to  pur- 
chafe  cattle,  & c.  the  Profeifor  had  no  fupply,  but  a prefenqe 
of  mind  to  pray.  When  prayer  was  over,  a perfon  knocked 
at  the  door,  having  brought  a letter,  with  a parcel'  of  money, 

amounting  to  fifty  crowns.  36 — 38 

A ducat  is  giyen  to  a poor,  but  good  woman.  Soon  after,  the 
Prince  ofWurtemburg  died  at  Eifenach,  and  left  five  hun- 
dred gold  ducats  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital.  — 39 

In  Feb.  1699,  the  ProfeEbr  found  himfelf  in  great  Eraits.  A 
Eudent  brings  him  the  fum  of  feventy  crowns,  fent  from  a 
place  above  200  miles  diEant.  Soon  after  this  there  was 
want  again ; the  Eeward  brought  his  book,  but  no  money 
was  to  be  found.  Preparing  for  prayer,  a letter  from  a mer- 
chant was  received,  intimating  that  he  was  ordered  to  pay 

1000  cro\Vns  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital.  39 — 41 

About  Michaelmas,  1699,  he  was  in  great  want  again.  He 
walks  in  the  fields,  furveys  the  heavens,  and  finds  a remark- 
able flrong  faith.  On  his  return  home,  the  Eeward  comes 
for  money.  Immediately  a Eudent  brings  thirty  crowns  from 

a perfon  unknown.  42 

Not  long  after,  they  were  reduced  to  great  Eraits.  Four  huu- 

dred  crowns  were  fent  by  the  poft.  43 

All 
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Al!  provifion  is  fpent.  He  had  recourfe  to  prayer  ; and  while 
he  was  praying,  a friend  brings  him  four  hundred  crowns.  43 
In  1700,  the  Profeflbr  was  ill.  The  firft  time  he  went  abroad, 
a bill  of  one  hundred  crowns  was  fent  for  the  relief  of  the 
hofpital.  This  came  from  a Proteftant  merchant  five  hun- 
dred miles  diftant.  44 

A lady  likewife  brings  in  a prefent  of  fifty  crowns.  ibid. 

At  another  time,  when  all  was  fpent,  another  Proteftant  mer- 
chant, above  feven  hundred  miles  diftant,  fent  the  fum  of 
twenty-five  crowns.  A countefs  twice  fupplies  him  with 
twenty-five  crowns  each  time,  when  the  provifion  was  all 
gone.  A farmer  alfo  fupplies  him  with  a handful  of  money, 

when  they  were  in  a low  condition.  45 

At  a time  when  he  was  telling  a friend  fome  remarkable  paf- 
fages  of  Providence,  a perfon  brought  in  three  lacks  of  linen 

for  cloathing  the  poor. — 46 

In  the  fame  manner  he  was  recounting  the  wonders  of  Provi- 
dence to  another  friend,  who  wept  for  joy:  whilft  difeourfing, 
a letter,  and  a bill  for  five  hundred  crowns,  were  brought 

for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  47 

Another  time  he  fell  into  the  deepeft  poverty.  A friend,  juft 
come  off  a journey,  put  fourteen  ducats  into  his  hands.  47 
Alfo  at  another  time  he  ftood  in  need  of  a great  fum  of  money. 
The  fteward  came  in : he  bade  him  come  again  after  dinner. 
On  taking  leave  of  a friend  at  the  door,  he  found  the  fteward 
waiting  for  money  ; and  by  his  fide  a perfon,  who  brought 
one  hundred  and  fifty  crowns,  fealed  up  in  a bag.  48 

In  the  following  week  there  was  not  a farthing  to  pay  the  work- 
men. He  fent  back  the  fteward  with  thefe  words  : Hitherto 
hath  the  Lord  helped  us.  Betimes  next  morning  fifty  crowns 

were  fent  in.  - 50 

He  is  again  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb.  The  fteward  fold  a 
filver  fpoon  that  had  been  prefented  to  the  hofbital.  In  this 
extremity,  one  hundred  crowns  were  fent  for  the  poor.  5 1 
A few  hours  after,  there  came  a letter  of  advice,  that  thirteen 
tuns  of  herrings  were  on  the  way  towards  the  hofpital.  51 
Tn  another  hour  of  probation,  fifty  crowns  were  fent  in  ; and  at 
the  fame  time  information  of  twenty-eight  cheefes  from  Ley- 
den, in  Holland. — Here  follow  a variety  of  very  remarkable 
inftances  of  Providence,  to  ftrengthen  the  faith  and  hands  of 

the  Profeftor.  52 — 56 

A friend  bellowed  part  of  a filver  mine  on  the  hofpital.  57 
In  Sept.  1698,  the  Eleftor  of  Brandenburgh  confered  feveral 

privileges  upon  the  hofpital.  ' 58 

In  1699,  a malignant  fever  broke  out  in  the  hofpital.  Provi- 
dence difeoversa  medicine  againft  it.  62 — 64 

Dr.  Hoffman  recommends  this  medicine.  65 

Lady 
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Lady  Mary  Sophia  Marlhall  proves  a valuable  friend  to  tjisi 
hofpital.  A fhort  view  of  her  chara&er.  Page  67 

The  remarkable  unity  of  the  agents.  — - — jp 

C H A P.  III. 

Of  the  many  hard  Trials  under  (which  the  Work  was  carried  on. 
[In  this  chapter  we  have  an  account  of  fcandalous  lyes.  Handers* 
and  abide,  with  which  this  work  was  loaded.] 

When  the  fteward  was  in  great  diftrefs,  one  of  the  laborers 
found  a piece  of  coin  in  the  rubbifh,  which  was  given  to  the  . 
fteward.  On  it  wa*  found  infcription,  which,  in  Englifh* 
runs  thus ; “ JEHOVAH,  the  Builder,  crown  this  building 
**  with  a happy  conclufion.”  The  medal  was  an  old  piece  of 
coin  of  the  Prince  of  Weimar  * 88 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  Infpettion  and  Direttion  of  the  whole  Affair. 

That  it  is  grounded  upon  a daily  conference,  which  the  Profeftbr 
held  with  the  different  officers  of  thehofpital.  9* 

CHAP.  V. 

Of  the  Advantages  which  may  be  ex  putted  from  fuch  Endeavors,  to 
build  and  condutt  an  Orphan-houfe,  Hqfpital  and  XJniverJity . 

The  main  fcope  of  the  whole  undertaking  is*  under  the  Spirit 
of  God,  nothing  elfe  but  the  Salvation'of  fouls,  and  their 
Regeneration  to  life  everlafting.  - — - 94 

The  Word  of  God  is  inftilled  into  the  children  from  their 
youth  up,  unfophifticated  by  human  traditions,  or  other  er- 
roneous mixtures.  Men  of  true  integrity  and  ability  are  the 
only  perfons  differed  to  be  employed  in  this  yvork.  9 j 

Two  hours  are  fet  apart  each  day  to  inftrudt  all  manner  of 
poor,  blind,  lame  and  wretched  people.  ■ ■■■■■  - 9 6 

. Many  poor  boys,  of  good  parts,  buried  under  the  rubbifh  of. 

^ignorance,  receive  a good  education  * 97 

More  .free  fchools  have  been  fet  up,  being  roufed  by  the  ex- 
ample of  this  orphan-houfe.  -*■*•-*  ibid. 

This  fchool  has  been  for  the  general  good  of  the  country,  by 
training  up  good  fchool-mafters,  and  all  profeffions  in  life.  98 
By  degrees  the  country  will  be  cleared  of  ftubborn  beggars* 
thieves,  murderers,  highwaymen,  foot-pads,  and  the  whole 
pack  of  loofe  debauched  perfons.  — ibid. 

By  fuch  endeavors  for  the  solid  education  of  youth,  a founda- 
tion is  laid  for  a beautiful  ftru&ure  in  future  life.  99 

The  city  of  Hall,  and  Glaucha  in  the  fuburbs,  have  reaped 

unfpeakable  advantages.  1 01 

Conclusion.  The  Profeffor  puts  no  truft  in  any  man  upon 
earth,  however  rich,  wife,  holy,  or  generous*  — — - 105 

CONTINUATION 
Of  the  Narrative,  in  an  excellent  Letter  to  a Friend,  by  Dri 
Franck  ♦ 109 
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at  Glaucha  witlfcut  Hall. 


INTRODUCTIONS 

Containing  the  Reafons  and  Motives  of  the  prefent 
Narrative ; 

i.  Whereas  his  Royal  Pruffian  Majefty  and 
Electoral  Highnefs  of  Braiidenburgh,  Frederick  I. 
was  in  the  year  1700  gracioufly  pleafed  to  inform 
himfelf,  in  the  exadteft  manner  polfible,  concern- 
ing the  Hofpital,  and  the  whole  method  there 
contrived  for  the  better  educating  and  cultivating 
of  . youth,  at  Glaucha  without  Hall ; and* this  by 
the  care  and  management  of  four  of  his  honor- 
able Privy  Council : arid  whereas  after  they  had 

B not: 
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not  only  taken  a Uriel  furvey  of  all  particulars 
relating  to  this  affair,  but  ordered  me  withal  to 
fet  down  in  writing  a full  account  thereof,  ex- 
preffing  the  moil  material  circumftances  of  the 
whole  defign,  which  might  prove  ferviceable  for 
a right  information  of  others ; it  fo  happened  that 
the  report  of  this  royal  commiffion,  being  ex- 
tended far  and  near,  gave  birth  to  a world  of  te- 
dious and  importunate  queries,  how  our  matters 
were  now  carried  on  : therefore  I found  myfelf 
under  a neceffity  of  drawing  up  and  publishing  a 
fhort  abflradl  of  what,  with  all  fubmiffion,  had 
been  prefented  to  his  faid  Pruffian  majefly  and 
eledloral  highnefs  of  Brandenburgh ; annexing 
withal  fuch  things  as  fince  that  time  have  hap- 
pened, and  do  now  readily  occur  to  my  memory: 
the  knowledge  whereof  may  prove  ufeful  both  to 
the  public,  and  alfo  to  particular  perfons,  as  con- 
ducing to  the  advancement  of  the  glory  of  our 
/ 

great  God  : referving  yet  fame  things  which  may 
not  concern  every  reader  to  know. 

II.  Notwithflanding  the  defired  fuccefs  of  the 
commiffion  aforefaid,  gracioufly  appointed  for  this 
purpofe  by  our  fovereign,  many  groundlefs  reports 
and  falfe  furmifes,  nay,  manifefl  untruths  and 
Handers  about  this  undertaking  have  hitherto  been 
raifed,  ^whereby  the  whole  affair  has  been  not  a 
little  obftrudled.  This  I think  is  a fufficient  war- 
rant for  any  one,  to  expofe  to  the  view  of  all  men 

the 
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the  truth  in  its  native  fimplicity ; efpecially  by 
fuch  an  hiftorical  account,  in  order  both  to  vin- 
dicate his  own  innocence,  and  to  ward  off  the 
open  affaults  of  malignant  tongues.  Thefe  con- 
iiderations  then  have  moved  me  to  fet  down  a free 
and  impartial  account  of  this  affair,  which  no 
body  ought  to  look  on  as  a private  concern,  it 
being  undoubtedly  a work  defigned  and  fet  up 
for  public  ufe  and  benefit.  No  man  of  any  difcre* 
tion,  or  of  a candid  difpofition,  will  find  reafon 
to  queftion  the  truth  of  what  has  been  delivered 
in  fo  plain  a narrative ; it  being  grounded  partly 
on  the  inquiry  of  our  governors,  and  their  fatherly 
care  over  their  fubjedts,  and  partly  on  the  evi- 
dence of  the  thing  itfelf ; which  would  give  me 
juft  caufe  to  fear  that  I fiiould  be  convinced  of 
the  contrary,  if  I had  made  the  leaft  attempt  to 
violate  the  truth.  Not  to  mention  at  this  time, 
that  a man  of  probity  arid  temper  can  never  pre- 
fume to  caft  any  afperfion  of  falfhood  upon  the 
account  here  given ; the  undertaking  here  de- 
fcribed  being  altogether  void  of  vifible  fupplies, 
and  of  all  certainty  of  human  fupports ; and  der 
pending  entirely  upon  the  bleffing  of  God;  fo 
that  if  he  fhould  withold  the  fame,  nothing.lefs 
would  enfue  than  a fudden  declenfion  and  'final 
overthrow  of  what  had  been  fo  happilyibegun  ; 
fince  the  ufing  ill  means  to  effedt  our  defign, 
would  caufe  the  difpleafure  of  God  againft  it,  and 

B 2 deprive  . 
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deprive  us  of  the  influence  of  that  divine  bene* 
di&ion  which  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed. 

But  what  is  yet  more  for  the  purpofe,  I add* 
that  for  the  fake  of  thefe,  who  being  prejudiced 
againft  us,  do  not  fcruple  to  call  in  queftion  the 
moff  evident  things,  which  are  even  as  clear  as 
the  fun  at  noon  day,  I teflify,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  living  God,  who  h ready  to  bring  to  light  thf 
fridden  things  of  darknefs , and  will  make  manifejl  the 
counfels  of  the  hearty  that  not  one  falfe  word  has 
willingly  and  wittingly  been  uttered  iy  this  whole 
difcourfe.  Now,  if  this  affeveratipn  will  not  pre- 
vail neither,  there  is  no  other  way  left  tq  convince 
people,  but  that  God  himfelf  beareth  witnefs  unto 
the  Truth  by  continuing  his  bleffing  upon  us,  and 
granting  fuccefs  to  our  endeavours  in  this  affair, 
till  he  declare  in  the  laft  day,  before  angels  and 
men,  that  which  now  perhaps  will  not  be  believed* 

III.  We  may  here  make  a feafonable  applica- 
tion of  the  words  of  the  angel  Raphael  in  the 
book  of  Tobit : It  is  good  to  praife  God,  and  exalt 
his  Name , and  honorably  to  Jhew  forth  the  Works  of 
God  ; therefore  be  not  Jlack  to  praife  him , It  is  good 
■to  keep  clofe  the  fecrets  of  a king , but  it  is  honorable 
to  reveal  the  Works  of  God.  Tob.  xii.  5,  6,  7. 
Now,  whereas  Satan  hitherto,  by  his  inftruments, 
has  diffufed  his  virulent  malice  againft  this  un- 
dertaking, and  fpread  abroad  a world  of  lies  and 
calumnies,  fhould  not  all  this  ftir  up  a man’s 

confidence* 
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Conference,  by  a true  and  fincere  account,  to  fet 
the  Work  of  GOD  againft  the  lies  of  the  devil; 
that  fo  the  mouth  of  the  latter  may  be  flopped, 
and  the  Name  of  the  former  highly  extolled  and 
magnified  by  all  men  ? 

IV.  Moreover  we  are  required  by  the  royal  law 
pf  love,  to  admonifh  our  neighbour,  if  we  fee 
him  fin  againfl  God,  or  to  give  him  a feafonable 
caption,  when  he  is  in  danger  of  betraying  him* 
felf  into  error.  And  whereas  many  have  already- 
violated  their  confciences,  by  palling  a rafh  cen- 
fure  upon  the  management  of  this  affair,  efpeci- 
ally  they  whofe  judgments  have  been  biaffed  by  3 
multitude  of  falfe  and  groundlefs  reports,  which 
may  giye  us  juft  caufe  to  fear,  that  the  impetuous 
courfe  of  fuch  flanders,  raifed  by  ill  meaning 
people,  might  perhaps  plunge  them  deeper  into 
the  guilt  of  wilful  and  uncharitable  reflections  ; 
it  is  hoped,  this  large  account  may  prove  ufeful  to 
prevent  the  bad  confequences  pf  fuch  ill  practices 
in  time  to  pome.  Now,  whoever  has  been  pre- 
judiced againft  us,  may  eafily  reCtify  his  judg- 
ment by  reading  over  this  fmall  Treatife. 

But  if  he  doth  not  think  this  worth  his  while, 
let  him  ceafe  from  fpeaking  and  thinking  amifs 
of  our  enterprifes  : or  let  him  know,  that  if  he 
perfift  therein,  he  muft  expeCt  to  be  called  to  an 
account  by  God,  the  righteous  Judge,  for  thefe 
his  uncharitable  proceedings. 


V.  And 
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V.  And  further,  it  is  our  duty  to  confider  one 
another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  good  works , Heb. 
x.  24.  Wherefore  being  well  aifured  that  many 
perfons  have  been  already  excited  by  the  report 
of  this  work,  more  induftrioufly  to  provide  for 
the  poor  and  afflidted,  it  gives  us  a better  ground 
to  hope,  that  this  full  Narrative,  laying  open  to 
every  man’s  view  the  whole  fcope  of  the  under- 
taking, will  produce  a {till  happier  effedt,  and 
revive  in  many  fouls  a true  fenfe  of  Chriftian 
charity,  wherefoever  and  to  whomfoever  it  comes ; 
which  may  the  more  rationally  be  expedited,  after 
the  confutation  of  fuch  falfe  and  flanderous  re- 
ports as  hitherto  have  call  an  odium  upon  this 
affair,  and  the  fubfequent  declaration  of  the  truth 
freely  prefented  to  the  reader. 

VI.  When,  about  three  orTour  years  ago,  but  a 
fhort  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  our  un- 
dertaking, fo  far  as  it  was  then  advanced  under 
the  bleffing  of  God,  was  drawn  up  and  prefented 
to  the  public,  it  did  not  produce  any  ill,  but  ra- 
ther good  effedts  in  the  minds  of  fuch  as  read  it, 
and  proved  an  occafion  of  extolling  the  Name  of 
the  Lord  in  many  places ; fo  that  feveral  editions 
of  the  hijlorical  account , then  publifhed,  were  fold 
off  in  a little  time,  and  the  continuation  thereof 
moft  earneftly  defired.  But  fmce  this  work  is 
confiderably  increafed,  and  many  remarkable  in- 
fiances of  the  wonderful  Providence  of  God  de- 
clared. 
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dared,  fo  that  the  former  narrative  is  upon  no 
account  to  be  compared  with  this,  we  may  from 
thence  reafonably  infer,  that  this  will  ftill  produce 
more  noble  effedts,  and  illuftrate  the  goadnefs  of 
God  in  a more  confpicuous  manner. 

VII.  To  inflance  in  one  particular.  I can  allure 
the  reader,  that  many  fouls  laboring  both  under 
penury  of  worldly  ejlate , and  want  of  confidence  in 
God,  have  mightily  been  fupported  and  flrength- 
ened  by  this  his  fignal  Providence  manifefted  in 
this  affair : nay,  even  upon  the  hearing  of  fome 
one  inflance  wherein  the  Lord  hath  been  a pre- 
fent  help  in  the  day  of  neceffity  and  trouble.  And 
though  they,  who  depending  upon  the  abundance 
of  their  riches,  and  have  but  little  regard  to  their 
duty  of  depending  upon  God,  fhall  be  called  to 
an  account  for  the  haughty  and  fcornful  conflruc- 
tion  they  perhaps  will  put  upon  this  narrative ; 
yet  I am  fure  that  thofe  who  are  aflaulted  with 
temptations  to  diffidence,  or  lie  under  poverty  and 
other  diftrefs,  will  be  thankful  to  God  for  fo 
many  evident  demonflrations,  that  God  is  ftill  the 
fame  he  hath  been  in  times  of  old,  and  never 
leaves  them  in  confufion  that  call  their  care  upon 
him,  and  learn  with  patience  to  wait  for  the  ap- 
pointed time  of  his  gracious  vifitation. 

VIII.  The  Works  of  GOD  have  commonly  the 
greateft  influence  upon  future  ages  : on  the  con- 
trary, they  in  whofe  time  they  were  done,  too 

commonly 
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commonly  undervalue  them,  arid  harden  therri- 
felves  againft  them,  by  permiting  themfelves  to 
be  overfwayed  by  the  damning  fin  of  unbelief; 
Therefore  it  is  hoped  that  God,  according  to  hi9 
infinite  mercy  and  goodnefs,  will  hand  down  thii 
prefent  Narrative  for  a memorial  to  after-ages, 
that  they  may  magnify  His  Name,  and  acknow- 
ledge that  he  only  is  the  Lord  Almighty,  and 
there  is  none  like  him. 

Thefe  are  the  real  motives  which  have  induced 
me  to  the  publication  of  this  prefent  account. 
If  any  one  fhduld  offer  to  brand  me  with  the  im- 
putation of  fome  other  defign,  and  charge  me 
with  ambition,  vain  glory,  felf-intereft,  or  any 
other  afperfions  of  that  nature,  I will  leave  him  to 
God  and  his  own  confcience.  I will  add  but  one 
thing  : Judge  nothing  before  the  time , until  the  Lord 
come ; at  whofe  coming  every  man's  work  Jhall  be  made 
manifeft : for  the  day  Jhall  declare  it.  The  Lord 
diredt  all  our  endeavours  to  his  own  honor,  and 
the  benefit  of  our  fellow  creatures  : which  is  the 
hearty  wifh  of  the  Author. 
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Of  the  Rife , Occafion,  and  Progrefs  of  this  Under- 
taking. 

1.  A S for  the  rife,  occafion,  and  progrefs  of  the 
whole  affair,  fome  account  thereof  has  been  com- 
municated to  the  public  fome  years  fince,  which 
I fliall  here  fummarily  repeat,  and  afterwards  bring 
down  the  narrative  to  the  prefent  time. 

It  is  a cuftom  of  long  (landing,  as  well  in  the 
city-  as  the  fuburbs  of  Hall,  to  appoint  a parti- 
cular day  every  week,  wherein  the  poor  are  or- 
dered to  appear  together,  at  the  doors  of  fuch 
charitable  perfons  as  are  difpofea  to  bellow  their 
benevolence  upon  them.  Now  Thurfday  being 
fet  apart  for  this  purpofe  iil  my  neighbourhood, 
(being  minifter  at  Glaucha)  upon  this  occafion 
the  poor  flocked  together  before  my  door,  and  I 
caufed  fome  bread  to  be  dillributed  among  them. 
Whereupon  it  readily  came  into  my  mind,  how 
happy  an  opportunity  this  might  prove,  to  pro- 
vide for  them  alfo  fome  wholefome  diredlions  out 
of  the  Word  of  God;  more  nearly  concerning 
them  than  any  outward  food,  as  tending  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  their  fouls  : this  fort  of  people 
lying  generally  under  grofs  ignorance;  whence 
being  void  of  all  fenfe  of  religion,  they  betake 
themfelves  to  an  evil  and  dilfolute  courfe  of  life. 
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One  day,  as  they  gave  attendance  at  my  door, 
in  expectation  of  fome  temporal  fupply,  I got 
them  all  together  into  the  houfe,  and  placed  the 
adult  perfons  on  one  fide,  and  the  youth  on  the 
other;  and  then  familiarly  and  obligingly  en- 
quired of  the  latter,  what  they  underftood  of  the 
principles  of  Chriftian  Religion,  as  they  are  fet 
down  in  Luther’s  Catechifm  ? The  elder  perfons 
only  attended  to  my  difcourfe  with  the  younger : 
and  after  I had  fpent  about  a quarter  of  an  hour 
in  this  catechetical  exercife,  I concluded  with  a 
prayer : and  then,  according  to  cuftom,  diftri- 
buted  my  alms  among  them  ; telling  them  withal, 
that  now  for  the  future  both  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral provifion  was  defigned  for  them,  and  ex- 
horting them  to  meet  every  Thurfday  on  that 
account  in  my  houfe,  which  they  did  accordingly. 
This  exercife  was  begun  about  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1694. 

II.  Being  thus  engaged  with  the  poor,  and  by 
that  means  perceiving  their  ignorance  and  want 
of  inftruCtion  to  be  fo  great,  that  I fcarce  knew 
where  to  begin  the  cultivation  of  fo  barren  a foil, 
in  order  to  plant  therein  a right  apprehenfion  of 
Chriftian  principles ; I was  then  heartily  concerned 
to  contrive  a method  for  removing  obftruCtions, 
and  making  way  for  better  impreflions  on  their 
ignorant  minds ; being  fully  convinced  that  fuch 
defefts  in  matters  of  religion,  and  of  a religious 
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conduct,  whereby  fo  many  people  debafe  their 
nature  even  to  brutality,  and  abandon  themfelves 
to  the  government  of  fenfuality,  muft  needs  prove 
a vifible  overthrow  as  well  of  religion  as  of  the 
commonwealth.  And  I was  made  yet  more  fen- 
lible  of  this,  by  obferving  that  fo  many  children, 
which  by  reafon  of  their  parents  poverty  are  never 
put  to  fchool,  and  fo  never  get  the  lead:  tindlure 
of  good  education,  remain  under  the  grofTefl  ig- 
norance ; whereby  licentioufnefs  and  irreligion  get 
the  afcendant  over  them ; and  fo  being  fit  for  no 
honefl  employment,  they  will  not  fcruple  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time  to  commit  theft,  robbery,  and  other 
fuch  heinous  crimes,  which  they  make  the  obje&s 
of  their  fludy  and  practice. 

Having  determined  to  put  children  to  fchool, 
defraying  the  weekly  charges  thereof,  I obferved 
that  they  were  punctual  enough  in  fetching  the 
money ; but  either  did  not  frequent  the  fchool  at 
all,  or  when  they  did,  yet  gave  not  the  lead  fign 
of  improvement  in  their  behaviour. 

III.  Befides  this,  I was  much  concerned  for  poor 
houfekeepers,  who  forbear  to  feek  relief  by  beg- 
ing  abroad.  To  fupport  whom  in  fome  meafure, 

I bought  an  alms-box ; and  this  I caufed  to  be 
handed  about  every  week  to  welbdifpofed  flu- 
dents,  and  all  fuch  as  were  willing  to  contribute 
to  fo  good  a work.  And  by  this  method,  in  a 
week’s  time  I raifed  about  two  fhillings,  which  I 
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applied  to  the  relief  of  the  aforefaid  indigent 
houfekeepers. 

IV.  But  after  we  had  continued  to  follow  this 
practice  a little  while,  the  box  feemed  to  prove 
a burden  to  fome,  and  I collected  fo  little,  that  it 
would  not  countervail  the  pains  taken  about  it ; 
therefore  it  was  offered  to  nbne  but  thofe  that 
were  readily  predifpofed  to  adts  of  charity.  But 
moil  of  thefe  were,  for  want  of  money,  incapable 
of  promoting  the  defign  : and  as  for  the  richer 
fort,  we  were  not  willing  to  run  the  rifk  of  ex-‘ 
poling  our  box  to  them ; fearing  they  fhould  re- 
fufe  to  part  with  the  fmalleft  limb  of  their  golden 
idol ; they  having  never  had  any  true  experience 
of  a felf-denying  and  mortified  courfe  of  life; . 
though  fome  of  them  now  and  then  might  make 
indeed  a plaufible  fhew  of  religious  duties,  and 
pretend  to  pafs  for  good  Chriftians, 

V,  So  I laid  this  quite  afide,  and  fixed  a box 

in  my  own  parlour,  with  thefe  words  written  over 
it ; Whofo  hath  this  world's  goody  and  feeth  his 
brother  have  needy  and  Jhutteth  up  his  bowels  of  com- 
panion from  him9  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in 
him  f i John  iii.  17.  And  under  it : Every  man 
according  as  he  purpofeth  in  his  hearty  fo  let  hint  give ; 
not  grudgingly , or  of  necejjity : for  God  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver . 2 Cor.  ix.  7.  This  was  intended 

for  a tacit  admonition  to  all  that  came  in,  to  open 
their  hearts  towards  the  poor.  The  box  was  put 
up  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1695. 


THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PROVIDENCE, 


*3 


VI.  And  thus  I was  taken  up  a great  while, 
with  contriving  effectual  methods  to  provide  for 
the  poor,  and  each  of  them  hath  been  blefifed  in 
its  degree.  One  day  before  I fixed  the  aforefaid 
box  for  the  poor  in  my  houfe,  I took  the  Bible, 
and,  as  it  were  by  accident,  did  light  on  thefe 
words : God  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  towards 
you , that  ye  always  having  all  fufficiency  in  all  things , 
may  abound  to  every  good  work . 2 Cor.  ix.  8.  This 
fentence  made  a deep  impreffion  on  my  mind, 
caufing  me  to  think,  •“  How  is  God  able  to  make 
this  ? I Ihould  be  glad  to  help  the  poor,  had  1* 
ss  wherewithal ; whereas  now  I am  forced  to  fend 
many  away  empty  and  unrelieved.”  Some  hours 
after  I received  a letter  from  a friend,  who  hea- 
vily complained  that  he  and  all  his  family  were 
like  to  perilh  with  want ; faying,  he  would  bor- 
row no  more;  but  if  any  one  would,  for  God’s 
fake,  make  him  an  objedt  of  his  charity,  he  Ihould 
ever  retain  a grateful  remembrance  of  it.  This 
minded  me  afrelhof  what  I had  read  a little  while 
before,  and  made  ftill  a deeper  impreffion  on  me, 
attended  with  fighs  and  afpirations.  After  fome 
debates  in  my  mind,  I thought  on  a projedt  how 
to  relieve  effectually  this  poor  man  in  his  prefent 
want,  and  yet  in  a Chriltian  manner,  and  without 
giving  the  leafi:  trouble  to  any  perfon  whatfoever. 
This  then  I fpeedily  put  in  execution,  and  the 
faid  family  was  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  get,  within  the 
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compafs  of  one  year,  about  * an  hundred  and  fifty 
crowns  by  this  means  : and  fo  their  falling  into 
extreme  poverty  was  happily  prevented.  This 
proved  a lufficient  demonftration  how  God  is  able 
to  make  us  abound  to  every  good  work  : which 
I could  not  forbear  here  to  mention,  becaufe  it 
helps  to  difeover  as  well  the  outward  caufe  which 
our  undertaking  took  its  rife  from,  as  the  frame 
of  my  mind,  which  the  Lord  upheld  for  carrying 
on  the  work, 

VII.  About  a quarter  of  a year  after  the  box 
was  fet  up  in  my  houfe,  a certain  perfon  put  into 
it,  at  one  time,  to  the  value  of  eighteen  Jhillings 
and  fixpence , Englilh.  When  I took  this  into  my 
hands,  I faid,  in  full  afifurance  of  faith,  “ This  is 
“ now  a confiderable  fund,  worthy  to  be  laid  out 
C€  in  fome  important  undertaking;  therefore  I 
“ will  even  take  this  for  the  foundation  of  a 
€t  charity -fchool.”  I did  not  confer  with  flefh  and 
blood  about  this  affair,  but  went  on  with  refolu- 
tion  : and  the  very  fame  day  caufed  as  many 
books  to  be  bought  as  coil  eight  fhillings ; and 
then  got  a poor  ffudent  to  teach  the  children 
two  hours  in  a day,  promifing  him  twelve  pence  § 

a week 

* Thirty  pounds  fterling,  Englifh. 

§ It  is  to  be  obferved  here,  that  one  Englilh  penny  being 
reduced  to  German  coin,  will  anfwer  the  value  of  fixpence  in 
Germany,  fo  that  twelve  pence  Englilh  will  go  as  far  in  that 

country 


THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PROVIDENCE. 


a week  for  his  pains ; in  hopes  the  Lord  would 
increafe  our  fmall  flock,  after  about  two  crowns 
ftiould  be  thus  fpent  in  the  fpace  of  eight  weeks. 
The  poor  young  vagrants  that  we  had,  readily 
accepted  of  thefe  new  books  that  were  offered  to 
them  ; but  of  twenty-feven  books  that  were  diffri- 
buted  amongft  them,  four  only  came  to  our  hands 
again,  the  reft  being  kept  or  fold  by  the  children, 
who  went  away  with  them,  and  never  came  near 
us  any  more. 

I was  not  difcouraged  by  this  difappointment, 
but  having  bought  more  books  with  half  a crown 
that  was  left  of  our  flock,  I ordered  the  children 
to  leave  them  behind  when  they  had  learned  their 
leffon.  Afterwards  we  had  a prefs  made  on  pur- 
pofe,  out  of  which  they  took  their  books  when 
they  came  to  fchool,  and  when  they  went  away 
their  books  were  locked  up  again  : which  ever 
fince  hath  been  the  conftant  cuflom  in  all  charity- 
fphools. 

VIII.  About  Eafter  1695,  this  charity -fchool 
was  begun  with  the  above-mentioned  fmall  pro- 
vifion.  This  eighteen  Jhillings  and  fixpence  proved 
not  only  the  firft  foundation  and  fund  the  charity- 

country  as  fix  {hillings  here.  Which  I once  for  all  have  ob- 
ferved  in  this  place,  left  any  one  being  unacquainted  with  the 
cuftoms  of  Germany,  compute  their  money  by  the  Englifti 
ftandard,  and  fo  charge  the  author  with  ftinginefs  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  expences. 
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fchools  were  grounded  upon,  but  within  the  fpae’d 
of  a little  time,  occafioned  and  produced  the 
building  of  the  Hofpital  itfelf  1 

For  the  charity-fchool,  I got  a place  fitted  up 
before  my  ftudy,  and  caufed  a box  to  be  fixed  on 
one  of  the  walls,  at  the  top  whereof  I placed 
thefe  words  : 66  For  defraying  the  charges  of 
cff  putting  to  fchool  poor  children,  and  providing 
books  and  other  neceflaries  for  them.  Anno 
“ MDCXCV”  At  the  bottom  I fet  down  the 
\vords  of  Solomon  : He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor , 
lendeth  unto  the  Lord  : and  that  which  he  hath  given , 
i will  he  pay  him  again . Prov.  xix.  17. 

About  Whitfuntide  fome  friends  came  to  pay 
me  a vifit,  and  feeing  our  endeavours,  were  fo 
much  affe&ed  therewith,  that  they  readily  con- 
tributed fome  crowns  for  carrying  on  the  work. 
And  fo  from  time  to  time  fomething  was  put  in 
for  forwarding  the  defign. 

IX.  After  Whitfuntide*  fome  of  the  citizens 
feeing  that  particular  care  was  taken  for  teaching 
the  poor  children,  grew  defirous  to  fend  their  own 
children  to  the  fame  mailer,  and  offered  him 
weekly  two  pence  each.  This  obliged  the  mailer 
to  teach  five  hours  a day,  who  had  now  weekly 
for  his  pains  two  Jhillings  and  fixpence . Amongft 
the  poor  fome  alms  were  dillributed  twice  or  thrice 
a week,  both  to  render  them  the  more  willing  to 
come  to  fchool,  and  to  keep  them  the  better  in  awe. 

When 
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When  this  little  beginning  came  to  be  known 
abroad,  feveral  perfons  fent  money  to  fupport  the 
undertaking,  and  others,  parcels  of  linen  to  fhift 
the  children  withal ; to  prepare  their  minds,  by 
fuch  feafonable  benefits,  for  an  eafier  reception  of 
thofe  good  directions  as  were  to  be  given  them. 

This  was  the  condition  wherein  our  charity- 
fchool  was  in  the  fummer  time.  The  number  of 
the  poor  and  citizens  children  that  were  taught, 
increafed  to  fifty,  or  fixty.  In  the  mean  time  the 
blefiing  of  God  attending  thefe  fmall  beginnings 
was  fo  plentiful,  that  we  were  able  not  only  to 
pufh  on  the  moft  principal  defign,  but  to  relieve 
alfo  infome  meafure  the  poor  houfekeepers ; there 
being  never  any  fettled  provifion,  but  as  God 
gave  it,  fo  it  was  fpent.— Freely  we  received, , and 
We  freely  gave . 

X.  The  fummer,  1695, 1 received  a letter  from 
a wejl-difpofed  perfon  of  quality,  wherein  five 
hundred  crowns  * were  freely  offered  me,  to  be 
diftributed  among#  the  poor,  according  as  I 
fhould  think  fit;  provided  that  I fhould  remember 
poor  ftudents,  and  let  them  have  a fhare  in  it. 
Some  time  after  the  f>ve  hundred  crowns  were 
paid  down ; and  I was  not  a little  affedted  with 
the  providential  bleffing,  attending  in  fo  eminent 
a manner  our  endeavours ; and  found  myfelf 

• One  hundred  pounds  fterling,  Englilh. 

D greatly 
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greatly  encouraged  to  carry  on  the  defign  fo  hap- 
pily begun,  becaufe  I faw  the  benedi&ion  of  the 
Lord  now  grow  more  confpicuous ; for  as  much 
as  hitherto  we  had  had  but  a few  fingle  crowns  to 
be  laid  out  on  this  account.  Now  this  remark- 
able relief  being  delivered  to  me,  with  an  order 
that  in  difpofal  thereof  I fhould  take  care  of  fome 
poor  ftudents,  I prefently  got  together  fuch  of 
them  as  feemed  to  be  moil  neceflitous,  and  belt 
worthy  of  fuch  a charitable  provifion,  and  gave 
them  according  to  the  condition  I found  them 
feverally  in.  I gave  to  fome  eight  pence , to  others 
Jixteen  pence , and  to  fome  two  Jhillings  a week ; fo 
that  by  this  means,  many  a ftudent,  who  by  reafon 
of  his  poverty  could  not  have  fubfifted  in  the  uni- 
verfity  any  longer,  was  freely  maintained. 

The  number  of  thefe  poor  fcholars  quickly 
increafed  to  upwards  of  twenty.  And  this  was 
the  firft  occafion  that  moved  me  to  admit  poor 
ftudents  to  partake  of  the  benefit  of  the  hofpital, 
which  has  been  continued  to  this  very  day.  For 
at  that  time  the  fpring  of  the  Lord  began  to 
open  itfelf  towards  indigent  fcholars,  and  its  erqa- 
nations  have  been  never  yet  exhauftecj.  Praifed 
be  the  Name  of  the  Lord. 

XI.  This  foon  was  followed  by  the  liberality 
of  another  perfon  of  quality,  who  in  the  fame 
fummer  fent  an  hundred  crowns  * to  be  laid  out 

* Twenty  pounds,  Englilh. 

for 
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for  the  maintenance  of  our  poor;  and  a well- 
difpofed  friend  fent  likewife  twenty  crowns  to- 
wards upholding  the  charity-fchool.  So  that 
God  mightily  fupported  what  was  begun,  and 
his  bounty  flreamed  down  more  and  more  plen- 
tifully, to  Ihew  us  he  was  ready  to  do  dill  greater 
things,  if  we  could  but  believe. 

XII.  About  harveft  I was  to  provide  a room 
for  the  charity-fchool  : and  there  being  no  con- 
veniency  in  the  parfonage-houfe,  I hired  a room 
in  the  next  houfe.  But  the  number  of  citizens 
and  of  poor  people’s  children  increafed  to  that 
degree,  that  I found  myfelf  under  a necelfity  to 
hire  one  room  more  at  the  beginning  of  the  win- 
ter. And  thereupon  I divided  the  children,  and 
appointed  a particular  mailer  to  inftrudt  the  citi- 
zens children,  and  another  to  manage  the  poor 
children.  Each  of  thefe' mailers  taught  four  hours 
a day,  and  had  half  a crown  each  allowed  them 
weekly,  belides  lodging  and  firing. 

XIII.  But  now  I faw  how  all  our  endeavours, 
even  upon  thofe  very  children  which  feemed  the 
moll  hopeful,  were  very  much  frulirated ; becaufe 
the  good  imprelfions,  which  perhaps  during 
their  Hay  in  the  fchool  were  llamped  on  their 
mind,  were  obliterated  again  whilll  they  were 
abroad  : and  fo  the  intended  rectification  of  their 
ill  habits  was  much  obflruCted.  This  made  me 
refolve  to  fingle  out  fome  children,  and  to  venture 
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Upon  their  maintenance  and  their  education  too. 
And  this  was  the  foil  occafion  that  prepared  my 
mind  to  concert  meafures  for  fetting  up  an  Hof- 
jpital,  even  before  I knew  of  any  fund  whereon  to 
raife  my  defign. 

When  I came  to  difcover  this  project  to  fome 
well-meaning  friends,  I prefently  found  one  well- 
difpofed  perfon,  who  freely  inclined  to  contribute 
five  hundred  crowns  in  order  to  facilitate  this 
bufinefs ; the  interefl  whereof,  viz . twenty-five 
crowns,  he  ordered  yearly  to  be  paid  about  Ch rift- 
mas,  which  has  been  done  duly  ever  fince.  When 
I faw  this  blefiing  of  God,  I looked  out  for  fome 
one  fatherlefs  child  to  be  trained  up  by  this  yearly 
revenue.  But  fo  it  happened,  that  four  fatherlefs 
and  motherlefs  fillers  were  prefented  to  me  • from 
amongft  whom  I was  to  choofe  one. 

I ventured,  in  the  Name  of  God,  to  take  them 
'all  four  ; but  one  of  them  being  provided  for  by 
others,  I took  the  remaining  three,  and  the  place 
of  the  fourth  was  prefently  fupplied  by  another. 
Thefe  four  I put  out  to  perfons  that  had  a good 
fenfe  of  religion,  to  be  educated  by  them  ; allow- 
ing two  fhillings  a week  for  each  of  them. 

But  now  that  happened  to  me,  whieh  is  ufual 
to  perfons  under  fuch  circumftances  as  mine  were  ; 
I mean,  if  one  hath  but  courage  enough  to  be- 
llow one  groat  upon  the  poor,  he  afterwards  will 
be  as  willing  to  part  with  a crown.  Having  thus 

made 
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xrTade  a beginning,  in  the  Name  of  God,  to  tak£ 
effe&ual  care  of  fome  poor,  without  any  fettled 
provifion,  and  without  any  regard  to  human  fup- 
ports,  I relied  entirely  upon  Him,  and  fo  did  not 
fcruple  to  make  daily  addition  to  the  number  of 
our  children. 

XIV.  Thus  the  firft  foundation  of  our  hofpital 
was  laid ; not  upon  any  fettled  fund  gathered 
in  before  hand  for  this  purpofe,  neither  upon  any 
fure  promife  of  great  perfons,  as  if  they  had  en- 
gaged their  word  to  defray  the  cofts,  and  fupply 
us  with  every  thing  neceffary  for  carrying  on  this 
affair,  as  hath  been  fince  reported  by  fome,  and 
conje&ured  by  others ; it  being  entirely  grounded 
upon  the  Providence  of  our  great  God. — “ And  he 
*c  that  begins  in  God,  will  furely  be  able  to  jinijb” 

XV.  The  next  day  after  I had  provided  for 
the  aforefaid  four  fatherlefs  children,  two  more 
came  in ; and  the  day  after  that,  another ; two 
days  after  this,  one  more ; and  a week  after,  ano- 
ther was  taken  in  : and  fo  about  the  16th  of 
November,  the  number  amounted  to  nine,  which 
were  committed  to  the  care  of  feveral  perfons  of 
known  integrity.  For  thefe  I appointed  a fludent 
of  divinity,  whofe  name  was  George  Henry  New- 
bawer,  to  be  their  overfeer  or  infpedtor,  who  was 
intruded  with  all  things  neceffary  for  their  main- 
tenance ; an  account  whereof  he  afterwards  de- 
livered to  me ; and  took  care  they  fhould  want 

nothing 
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nothing  material  for  a good  education.  And  thus 
we  had  poor  children  brought  together,  even  be- 
fore we  had  built  or  bought  an  houfe  for  them. 

XVI.  In  the  mean  time  I found  myfelf  effectu- 
ally fupported  by  his  hand  whd  is  the  true  Father 
of  the  fatherlefs,  and  who  is  able  to  do  exceeding 
abundantly  above  all  that  we  ajk  6r  think , and  this 
even  beyond  the  expectation  and  dictates  of  my 
own  foolilh  and  fcrupulous  reafom  For  he  in- 
clined the  heart  of  the  fame  perfon  of  quality, 
who  had  contributed  in  ready  money  the  before- 
mentioned  five  hundred  crowns,  to  make  a gene- 
rous addition  to  it,  and  lay  out  the  fium  of  a thou- 
fand  crowns*  more  for  the  fame  ufe.  In  the  midfi: 
of  the  winter,  another  perfon  of  eminent  degree 
was  moved  to  fupply  us  with  three  hundred 
crowns  §,  to  promote  the  education  of  the  poor. 
Another  perfon  fent  alfo  a hundred  crowns.  Not 
to  mention  other  fmall  fums  which  fell  in  at 
feveral  times. — 0 that  men  would  praife  the  Lori> 
for  his  goodnefs , and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the 
children  of  men . 

Being  thus  fupplied  and  fuffained  by  the  mercy 
of  God,  we  were  not  only  enabled  to  lend  an 
helping  hand  to  many  poor  ftudents ; to  defray 
the  charge  of  maintaining  the  orphans ; to  pro- 
vide them  with  linen  and  cloth,  and  to  keep  up 
our  charity-fchool  in  a flourishing  ftate  •;  but  now 

§ Sixty  pounds. 
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an  houfe  was  purchafed,  and  about  the  fpring  alfo 
a back  houfe  added.  For  as  the  undertaking  firft 
was  begun  in  Faith,  fo  it  was  now  to  be  advanced 
in  the  fame  finglenefs  of  mind,  and  entire  de- 
pendence on  God,  without  entering  into  difputes, 
pro  and  con , with  the  nice  fuggeftions  of  human 
reafon  ; which  forefeeing  a future  want,  is  too  apt 
to  fly  back  and  break  even  the  bed  ordered  and 
concerted  meafures : therefore  laying  alide  all 
fuch  fufpicious  apprehenfions,  we  begun  to  lay  a 
firm  foundation  for  an  Hofpital.  However,  we 
took  care  not  to  mifpend  fo  much  as  a farthing; 
but  to  provide  only  fuch  things  as  were  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  : — - 
66  knowing  that  Faith  works  boldly,  wherilhe  is 
cc  employed  about  real  neceffaries.” 

XVII.  Now  as  foon  as  the  back  houfe  was  put 
in  pretty  good  repair,  and  partly  by  mending  the 
old  roorrts,  partly  by  addition  of  fome  new  ones, 
fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  children, 
J removed  the  twelve  orphans  (for  fo  many  we 
had  now  got  together)  from  the  perfons  hitherto 
intruded  with  their  care,  and  lodged  them  in  this 
houfe,  where  the  before-mentioned  ftudent,  who 
was  their  overfeer,  undertook  the  management 
of  them,  and  furnifhed  them  with  diet,  cloaths, 
bedding,  and  other  neceffaries ; trained  them  up 
in  cleanlinefs,  provided  them  with  good  fchooling, 
and  kept  them  in  good  order  and  difcipline ; and 
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fo,  under  God,  proved  a father  to  them.  This 
was  begun  in  the  year  1696,  a week  before  Whit- 
funtide. 

XVIII.  Under  this  kind  of  management  the 
children  were  about  feven  weeks  ; and  the  Lord 
gracioufly  relieving  our  wants,  fo  favored  the  de- 
fign,  that  by  little  and  little,  a larger  projeft  was 
fet  on  loot,  to  bring  the  hofpital  to  a firmer  and 
more  compleat  fettlement.  So  we  got  together 
not  only  all  necelfary  utenfils  and  furniture,  efpe- 
cially  a great  many  bedfleads  and  feather  beds, 
(becaufe  we  thought  there  was  fufficient  reafon  to 
lay  every  child  by  himfelf)  but  there  was  alfo  3. 
well  and  a cellar  dug,  * and  both  of  them  were 
fin ifiied  by  the  time  of  harveft  1696.  And  now 
the  number  of  our  children  being  increafed  to 
eighteen,  I found  myfelf  obliged  to  appoint  a 
diftindt  perfon  to  look  after  their  diet  \ the  whole 
proving  too  heavy  a talk  for  one  man. 

XIX.  In  the  mean  time,  I ordered  the  poor 
fludents  to  come  every  week,  at  a fet  time,  to 
fetch  their  allowance.  And  a particular  care  was 
taken  to  regulate  their  manners  and  dudies,  and 
to  influence  them  with  a regard  to  the  honor  of 
God  in  profecuting  the  fame;  and  fo  to  fpend 
' the  benefit  beftowed  on  them,  anfwerably  to  the 
defign  propofed  therein.  However,  I met  with 
fuch  difficulties  in  bringing  them  to  an  apprehen- 
fion  thereof,  that  I thought  myfelf  unable  to  pre- 
€ vent 
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tent  their  mifpending  fome  of  the  money,  efpe- 
cially  in  fuch  a company  of  young  and  extrava- 
gant perlbns.  This  then  made  me  refolve,  in  the 
Name  of  God,  freely  to  board  all  thefe  ftudents, 
inftead  of  the  ready  money,  hitherto  diftributed 
amongft  them,  that  fo  I might  perfectly  cure  the 
aforefaid  diforders.  So  I call  myfelf  upon  the 
Providence  of  the  Lord,  hoping  that  his  bounty, 
from  time  to  time,  would  fupply  us  with  fuck 
relief  as  was  fufficient  for  them. 

This  manner  of  proceeding  taught  me,  i.  That 
this  way  of  managing  poor  ftudents  proved  more 
beneficial  for  them,  though  it  was  more  expenfive 
than  the  former.  2.  How  fair  an  opportunity 
this  might  be,  to  difcover  more  and  more  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  each  of  them,  and  fo 
to  keep  under  ftridter  awe  the  whole  tenor  of 
their  converfation.  3.  How  it  might  prove  a 
means  to  detedt  any  among  them  who  perhaps 
were  not  under  fuch  necefiity  as  they  gave  out  2 
for  thefe  would  now  rather  withdraw  from  fuck 
mean  provifion,  and  look  for  more  dainty  fare  to 
gratify  their  fenfuality. 

It  was  the  13th  of  September,  1696,  when  two 
fuch  tables  for  poor  ftudents  were  fet  up.  For 
regulation  of  their  manners  at  table,  feveral  orders 
were  compiled,  to  prevent  all  forts  of  diforders 
and  indecencies. 


E 
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Out  of  the  number  of  thefe  ftudents  the  mailers 
were  chofen  for  the  charity -fehool,  and  care  taken 
that  every  thing  might  be  done  with  mutual  con- 
currence. 

XX.  The  number  of  the  claiTes  being  now  in- 
creafed,  and  the  tables  for  the  ftudents  fet  up, 
one  houfe  would  not  ferve  our  turn,  and  I was 
compelled  to  look  out  for  more  room,  and  fo  to 
hire  another  houfe,  which  was  the  very  next  to  our 
hofpital : and  in  this  I lodged  the  fteward ; the 
two  yards  being  brought  into  one.  Sometime  after 
I bought  this  houfe  for  three  hundred  crowns*. 

XXI.  As  the  fir  ft  beginning  for  laying  a foun- 
dation of  this  work,  was  occaiioned  by  the  poor 
that  begged  at  the  door,  fo  afterwards  an  efpecial 
care  was  conftantly  taken,  not  only  for  this  fort  of 
children,  but  alfo  for  people  broken  with  old  age 
and  poverty.  And  as  heretofore  Thurfday  was 
fixed  for  diftributing  alms  amongft  them,  fo  after- 
wards Tuefday  was  added,  wherein  they  are  ca- 
techifed,  and  when  that  is  over,  they  receive  the 
charity. 

XXII.  No  lefs  care  has  been  taken  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  charity -fehool.  At  firft 
it  was  divided  into  two  clafies ; one  appointed  for 
poor  boys,  and  the  other  for  poor  girls : but 
when  thefe  came  to  be  overftocked,  new  diftinc- 

* Sixty  pounds  flerlingw 
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tions  were  contrived,  according  to  the  age  and 
Hature  of  the  children ; fo  that  the  whole  is  now 
divided  into  four  forms,  or  claffes ; that  is,  one 
for  the  bigger,  and  one  for  the  lejfer  boys  : and  fo 
likewife  for  the  girls,  Thefe  four  claffes  have 
hitherto  been  conftantly  maintained ; each  of  them 
having  a particular  matter  affigned,  with  a room 
fit  for  their  purpofe,  and  books  neceffary.  So  that 
the  whole  crowd  of  beggarly  children  difperfed 
all  about  the  town,  and  as  many  as  are  in  no  con- 
dition to  pay  for  their  fchooling,  may  freely  enjoy 
here  the  benefit  of  being  taught  gratis. 

XXIII.  Thofe  fchools  have  been  likewife  pro- 
moted, which  were  fet  up  at  the  requeft  of  the 
citizens,  for  their  children.  And  another  was  fet 
up  in  the  month  of  September,  1697,  for  fuch  of 
the  citizens  boys  as  were  to  be  intruded  in  the 
fundamental  points  of  learning.  But  in  the  year 
1699,  on  the  1 8th  of  May,  this  fchool  was  ynited 
with  that  clafs  of  the  poor  children  which  are 
taught  languages  and  fciences : whereupon  they 
were  divided  into  three  claffes  in  all,  as  well 
to  keep  them  more  eafily  in  order,  as  to  ma- 
nage them  the  better,  according  to  the  different 
degrees  of  their  proficiency ; each  of  them  be- 
" ing  governed  by  diftind  matters,  who  are  to 
teach  them  both  Latin,  Greek  and  Hebrew; 
with  hiftory,  geQgraphy,  geometry,  mufic,  and 
botany. 


There 
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There  have  in  like  manner  been  fchool-mafters 
appointed  in  other  places,  for  fuch  children  as 
were  either  wholly  excluded  the  benefit  of  the 
public  fchools  by  reafon  of  the  remote  diftance 
of  their  parents,  or  elfe  came  but  very  feldom, 
and  that  too  at  unfeafonable  hours. 

As  for  the  maintenance  of  the  fchools  for  citi- 
zens children,  their  parents  contribute  fomething 
to  fupport  them  ; but  that  not  lufficing  for  the 
full  maintenance  thereof,  I have  been  necefiitated 
to  fupply  the  reft,  out  of  that  ftock  Divine  Pro- 
vidence hitherto  hath  provided  for  the  poor  and 
charity-fchools,  that  fo  I might  prevent  their 
coming  to  nothing. 

XXIV.  It  was  found  neceflary  to  appoint  two 
mafters  for  the  fatherlefs  children ; one  for  the 
boys,  and  one  for  the  girls  : and  if  any  amongft 
the  boys  were  obferved  to  be  of  good  natural 
parts,  and  quick  apprehenfion,  fuch  were  fingled 
out  from  amongft  the  reft,  and  provided  with 
particular  mafters,  to  inftrudt  them  not  only  in 
writing  and-  arithmetic,  but  alfo  in  languages  and 
fciences,  as  was  mentioned  before  : and  this  prac- 
tice has  been  continued  to  this  prefent  time.  The 
reft  of  the  boys  which  are  to  be  bred  to  handy- 
craft  trades,  are  put  into  two  ranks,  and  taught 
by  feveral  mafters. 

XXV.  After  fome  time,  the  number  as  well  of 
the  poor  children,  as  of  the  ftudents,  increafing, 

and 
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and  the  fmail  houfe  which  was  at  firft  provided 
for  them,  proving  now  too  ftrait,  I was  obliged 
to  think  of  procuring  one  that  was  bigger.  Rut 
the  fetting  up  of  hofpitals  being  yet  an  uncom- 
mon thing  in  this  country,  I refolved  to  make 
fome  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  fuch  as  had  been 
eredted  in  other  parts ; and  becaufe  the  accounts 
which  either  in  print  or  manufcript  came  to  my 
hands  about  this  affair,  did  not  fatisfy  me,  I far- 
ther refolved  to  fend  the  aforefaid  George  Henry 
Newbauer  into  Hojland,  the  feat  of  good  charity- 
ichools  and  colleges  of  this  nature ; who  there- 
upon was  difpatched  hence,  June  the  2d,  in  the 
year  1697  : and  his  main  fcope  was  to  take  an 
exad:  Purvey  of  the  hofpitals  there;  of  their  ftruc- 
ture,  their  orders,  with  the  manner  of  carrying  on 
fuch  works;  and  to  take  particular  notice  of  all 
fuch  things  as  might  any  way  be  helpful  to  us  in 
eredting  this  houfe  of  charity. 

XXVI.  In  the  mean  time  we  did  not  think  we 
fhould  lie  under  any  prefling  neceflity  of  making 
too  much  hafte  to  efTedt  this  our  defign,  becaufe 
we  had  bought  for  a fum  of  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  crowns*,  the  houfe  called  the 
Golden  Eagle,  lying  without  the  gate  called  Ran- 
nifli  Gate,  and  the  garden  thereunto  belonging  : 
and  this  we  defigned  to  fit  up  for  the 'reception  of 
all  our  poor.  But  we  quickly  found  that  this 
* Pour  hundred  and  eighty-feven  pounds. 

houfe, 
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houfe,  being  built  for  an  inn,  would  not  afford 
fucb  conveniences  as  were  requifite  for  an  hof- 
pital. 

XXVII.  Befides  this,  we  were  alfo  to  confider. 


that  others  offered  to  build  an  alehoufe  directly 
oppolite  the  faid  Golden  Eagle  ; and  this  tending 
to  the  no  fmall  difadvantage  of  the  hofpital,  I 
found  myfelf  under  a neceflity  to  purchafe  that 
ground  too  5 promifing  withal  to  fill  up  that 
empty  fpace  with  fome  ufeful  building.  And 
further  laying  myfelf  under  other  tedious  and 
prefiing  circumftances,  occafioned  as  well  by  the 
houfe  I had  bought,  as  by  the  feveral  houfes  al- 
ready hired  for  a pretty  large  rent,  I was  excited 
more  and  more  to  the  following  attempt. 

XXVIII.  As  the  whole  affair  was  never  under- 
taken upon  any  fettled  provifion,  but  in  fingle- 
nefs  of  heart,  and  entire  dependence  upon  Goo 
Almighty ; fo  I had  not  as  much  now  as  would 
fuffice  to  eredt  a fmall  houfe,  much  lefs  a large 
and  public  hofpital.  Yet  the  Lord,  by  his  in- 
finite Mercy,  fupported  me  with  fuch  a prefence 
of  mind,  (for  which  his  Name  be  praifed)  that  I 
immediately  refolved  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
new  building  in  the  place  that  was  before  bought. 
For  this  purpofe  I recalled  out  of  Holland  the 
before-mentioned  Newbauer.  In  the  year  1698, 
July  the  5th,  the  place  being  furveyed  and  ad- 
jufted,  they  began  to  break  ground;  which  being 

finilhed 
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finilhed  a few  days  after,  on  the  13th  of  July  the 
foundation  for  an  Hofpital  was  laid,  in  the  Name 
of  God.  The  Lord  had  provided  fo  much  mo- 
ney in  readinefs  as  enabled  us  to  procure  a good 
quantity  of  timber ; but  as  for  the  building  itfelf, 
I was  now  to  wait  upon  God,  and  from  week  to 
week,  to  receive  at  his  hand  what  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  furnifh  me  with  for  carrying 
on  the  fame  : — God  knowing  that  I was  not  fit 
for  an  independent. 

XXIX.  When  I firfi:  went  about  this  work,  my 
defign  was  indeed  to  fet  up  only  a timber  houfe  ; 
and  accordingly  the  foundation  was  laid  feveral 
feet  long,  fuitable  to  the  proje&ed  building.  But 
in  the  mean  time  the  mafter-builder  ufing  feveral 
weighty  arguments,  made  me  change  my  firfi;  re- 
folution,  and  to  declare  for  a building  of  fione  ; 
efpecially  after  he  had  conferred  about  this  affair 
with  divers  other  fkilful  and  eminent  men ; by 
whofe  approbation  I was  flill  more  confirmed  in 
this  defign. 

Another  inducement  was,  that  having  about 
Eafler,  in  the  fame  year,  bought,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  a fmall  farm,  with  an  adjacent  piece 
of  ground,  there  was  in  the  garden  thereof  a 
rock,  which  would  afford  fuch  ftones  as  were  fit 
for  railing  up  a wall.  This  proved  no  fmall  ad- 
vantage for  facilitating  the  work  now  refolved  on, 
efpecially  fince  fome  well-difpofed  perfons,  who 

favored 
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favored  the  undertaking,.  did  of  their  own  accord 
offer  to  caufe  thefe  fiones  to  be  brought  to  the 
place  that  was  marked  out  for  the  building;  which 
was  done  accordingly. 

Yet  all  thefe  motives  together  had  not  pre^ 
vailed  with  me  to  that  degree,  if  the  Lord  had' 
not  (as  all  along,  fo  now  in  thefe  particular  cir- 
cumflances)  {Lengthened  and  inclined  me  to  ven- 
ture it  upon  his  ajjiftance , and  reiolutely  to  conclude 
what  was  now  to  be  done. 

So  the  work  was  begun  without  any  fettled 
provifon,  and  the  Lord,  from  time  to  time,  fe- 
conded  the  enterprize  with  fuch  a bleffing,  that 
even  theLuilders  and  workmen  cheerfully  went 
about  the  buhnefs  by  reafon  of  their  pay.  And 
it  afforded  no  fmall  fatisfadtion  of  mind  to  many 
of  them,  that  each  day’s  work  was  begun  with 
prayer;  and  Saturdays,  when  they  got  their 
weekly  pay,  now  and  then  finifhed  with  good 
admonitions,  prayers,  and  thankfgivings,  for  the 
affiftance  we  had  that  week  received  at  the  hand 
of  the  Lord. — He  that  will  obferve  thefe  things , 
even  he  Jhall  underjland  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the 
Lord. 

The  building  ran  up  amain,  and  after  fuch  a 
rate,  that  in  the  year  1699,  by  the  13th  of  July, 
that  is,  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  they  were 
ready  to  cover  it  with  the  roof ; though  the  nature 
cf  the  ground  required  a very  deep  and  ftrong 

foundation. 
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foundation*  And  this  was  the  realon^  that  about 
harveft,  1698,  the  ftru£ture  was  raifed  but  a few 
feet  above  ground* 

By  this  forwardnefs  of  our  work,  the  Lord 
actually  confuted  the  incredulity  of  that  man, 
who,,  when  the  wall  was  half  done,  mod  prefump- 
tuoufty  burft  out  into  this  impious  expreffion ; 
cc  If  this  wall  comes  to  be  finifhed,  I will  hang 
“ myfelf  on  it  ” 

About  Eafter  1700,  the  orphans  and  the  Un- 
dents begun  actually  to  dine  in  the  hofpital,  and 
foon  after  they  got  lodgings  in  one  part  of  the 
houfe.  And  at.  Eafter  1701,  the  reft  of  the  houfe 
was  inhabited ; which  did  not  a little  contribute 
towards  accompliftiing  the  whole  affair* 

His  Electoral  Highnefs,  to  encourage  thefe  en- 
deavours,  was  pleafed  to  furnifti  us  with  one  hund- 
red thoufand  bricks,  and  thirty  thoufand  tiles, 
which  proved  very  beneficial  in  promoting  the 
building.  Which  we  cannot  but  mention  with 
humble  thankfulnefs  towards  his  Electoral  High- 
nefs : — but  much  more  to  the  honor  of  God,  who 
inclined  his  heart. 

XXX.  In  the  year  1698,  September  the  19th, 
his  Electoral  Highnefs  of  Brandenburgh  was 
further  pleafed  to  provide  the  hofpital  with  a 
charter,  which  afterwards,  by  way  of  confir- 
mation, he  was  pleafed  to  explain  in  feveral 
points* 
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XXXI.  After  the  Lord  had  thtfs  provided 
for  the  orphans,  and  given  many  happy  demon- 
Orations  of  his  fatherly  Providence  over  them, 
he  now  farther  inclined  the  heart  of  an  eminent 
and  well-difpofed  gentleman,  to  employ  a part  of 
his  eftate  in  making  a fettlement  for  the  maintenance 
of  fame  poor  widows , and  to  intruft  me  with  the 
management  thereof.  Accordingly  in  the  year 
1698,  about  the  fpring,  an  houfe  was  bought  in 
the  ftreet  called  Gomer  Street,  at  Glaucha.  In 
the  fummer  it  was  enlarged,  and  made  fit  for  the 
reception  of  four  widows,  a maid,  and  a chaplain ; 
into  which  one  widow  was  admitted  September 
19th,  1698,  and  foon  after  three  more. 

XXXII.  Now  in  this  hofpital  for  poor  widows, 
four  of  them  are  maintained,  who,  befides  the 
provifion  of  their  lodging,  firing,  and  candles, 
have  two  fhillings  a week  each,  to  maintain  them- 
felves  in  diet ; and  every  year  a Ihift,  a pair  of 
fhoes,  and,  within  the  compafs  of  two  years,  a 
new  fuit  of  cloaths,  if  they  want  it. — Thus  God, 
who  clothes  the  grafs , and  adorns  the  lily , will  much 
more  clothe  us,  O we  of  little  faith  ! 

If  they  are  able  to  get  any  thing  by  their  labor, 
as  by  fpinning,  or  needle-work,  they  may  keep  it 
for  their  own  ufe.  .They  have  alfo  a garden  near 
the  houfe. 

XXXIII.  For  thefe  aged  widows  there  is  not 
only  appointed  a chaplain,  of  good  and  pious  be- 
haviour, 
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haviour,  to  go  to  prayer  with  them  twice  a day, 
but  alfo  a maid  (as  was  hinted  before)  to  ferve 
them,  to  buy  fuch  things  as  are  neceflary  for 
them,  and  to  nurfe  them,  if  they  happen  to  fall 
lick.  The  phyfician  that  is  appointed  over  the 
hofpital,  prefcribes  them  medicines,  which  are 
provided  for  them  out  of  the  common  flock, — 
which,  blefled  be  God,  is  not  exhaufted. 


CHAP,  II. 

Of  the  vifible  and  wonderful  'Providence  of  GOD , 
attending  thefe  Endeavours  to  efablifJo  the  Hofpital 
and  Charity-Schools,  from  their  firft  Rife  to  the 
prefent  Time . 

i.  It  being  almoft  impoflible  to  have  full  infight 
into  the  means,  whereby  as  well  the  charity-fchools 
as  the  enfuing  building  were  both  begun  and 
•carried  on,  except  there  be  given  fome  inftances 
of  the  wonderful  Providence  of  the  Lord,  where- 
by he  hath  remarkably  fignalized  his  care  and 
afliflance  in  advancing  this  affair. 

I will  here  fet  down  a good  number  of  fuch 
providential  occurrences  as  feem  the  mofl  con- 
fpicuous  to  me. 

II.  By  the  foregoing  narrative,  any  one  may 
fee  that  the  defign  was  not  firft  to  provide  a 

F 2 fettled 
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fettled  fund,  and  then  to  go  about  the  work ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  which  the  Lord  be- 
flowed  on  us,  as  the  means  of  a prefent  fupport, 
was  readily  and  without  delay  employed,  though 
it  made  up  but  a few  crowns,  and  our  care  for  a 
future  fupply  was  by  faith  committed  to  the 
Lord.  Likewife,  that  not  only  the  charity -fchools 
were  thus  begun,  but  the  actual  entertaining  and 
maintaining  of  the  orphans,  and  of  the  poor  flu- 
dents  ; nay,  the  building  of  the  houfe  itfelf  was 
in  the  fame  way  begun,  and  carried  on.  From 
whence  any  underflanding  man  may  eafily  gather, 
that  the  management  of  this  bufinefs  mufl  have 
been  now  and  then  attended  with  many  extra- 
ordinary circumflances  ; it  being  not  carried  on 
by  the  ufual  manner  of  money  received  and  laid 
out.  Which  fhall  now  be  exemplified  by  the 
following  inflances. 

III.  Before  Eafler  1696,  I found  the  provifion 
for  the  poor  very  low,  and  fo  far  exhaufled,  that 
I did  not  know  where  to  get  any  thing  towards 
defraying  the  charges  of  the  enfuing  week ; 
(which  happened  before  I had  been  ufed  to  fuch 
awakening  trials:)  but  God  was  pleafedto  relieve 
our  want  in  a very  feafonable  hour,  and  by  an 
unexpected  help.  He  inclined  the  heart  of  a ' 
perfon,  (who  it  was,  where  refiding,  or  of  what 
fex,  the  Lord  knoweth)  to  pay  down  one  thou- 
fand  crowns  for  the  relief  of  the  poor : and  this 

fum 
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fum  was  delivered  to  me  in  fuch  a time,  when  our 
provifion  was  brought  even  to  the  laft  crumb. 
The  Lord,  whofe  work  this  was,  be  praifed  for 
ever,  and  reward  this  benefadtor  with  his  bleffings 
a thoufand  fold ; — for  furely  the  Lord  bellowed  on 
that  perfon  a liberal  heart. 

another  time  all  provilion  was  gone, 
when  the  fteward  declared  there  was  a neceffity 
of  buying  fome  cattle  to  furnifh  the  table,  and 
of  providing  twenty  or  thirty  bulhels  of  flour, 
to  be  laid  up  ; belides  other  neceflaries,  as  wood, 
wool,  &c.  if  we  would  manage  our  bufinefs  to 
the  belt  advantage.  Thefe  neceffities  being  of- 
fered up  unto  God,  as  the  Father  of  the  fatherlefs, 
an  opportunity  was  prefented  to  difcover  our 
ftraits  to  a perfon  who  was  then  with  us,  and  who 
in  all  likelihood  would  readily  have  fupplied  our 
want  to  the  utmoft  of  Jiis  power.  But  I thought 
it  more  convenient  to  give  God  the  glory,  and  not 
to  ftir  from  before  his  door;  He  himfelf  being 
able  to  aflift  us  in  fuch  a way,  as  both  his  Provi- 
dence might  be  thereby  rendered  the  more  con- 
fpicuous,  and  his  Name  more  cheerfully  extolled. 
And  another  reafon  why  I was  Ihy  of  adventuring 
upon  this  perfon,  was,  becaufe  the  fame  had  al- 
ready fhewn  fome  tokens  of  his  charitable  inclina- 
tion  towards  our  poor. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  preffing  circumftances,  I 
found  one  comfort,  which  was  a prefence  of  mind 


in 
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in  prayer,  joined  with  a confident  dependence 
upon  that  Lord  who  heareth  the  young  ravens  when 
they  cry . When  prayer  was  over,  and  I was  juft 
fitting  down  at  the  table,  I heard  fomebody  knock 
at  the  door;  which  when  I opened,  there  was  an 
acquaintance  of  mine  holding  in  his  hand  a letter, 
and  a parcel  of  money  wrapt  up,  which  he  pre- 
fented  to  me.  I found  therein  fifty  crowns,  being 
fent  a great  way  : and  this  gift  was  foon  followed 
by  twenty  crowns  more.  This  proved  a feafon- 
able  relief,  and  fuitable  fupply  to  our  then  low 
condition ; and  a proof  that  the  Lord  had  heard 
even  before  we  cried  unto  him ; whereby  his  Name 
was  not  a little  magnified. 

V.  In  the  year  1698,  in  the  month  of  October, 
I fent  a ducat  * to  a very  poor  woman,  living  out 
of  this  town,  who,  through  many  trials  and  af- 
flictions, had  obtained  an  entrance  into  a real  fenfe 
of  religion.  This  woman  writ  me  word,  “ that 
««  the  ducat  I fent  her  came  juft  at  the  time  when 
46  fhe  extremely  wanted  fuch  an  help ; and  that 
“ fhe  had  thereupon  immediately  prayed  God 
“ to  reward  our  poor  with  a great  many  more 
“ ducats.”  Soon  after  this,  a well-meaning  per- 
fon  offered  me  one' Angle  ducat  and  twelve  double 
ducats  : and  on  j:he  fame  day,  a friend  alfo  out 
of  Sweedland  fent  two  ducats ; which  foon  were 
followed  by  twenty-flve  others,  fent  by  the  poft 

* Nine  (hillings  and  (ixpence. 
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in  a letter,  from  an  unknown  hand;  the  perfon 
fending  them  not  thinking  fit  to  exprefs  his  [or 
her]  name  ; and  by  twenty  more,  which  were  pre- 
fented  to  our  poor  by  an  eminent  patron. 

About  the  fame  time  Prince  Lewis,  of  Wurtem- 
burg  died  at  Eifenach,  and  I received  an  inti- 
mation that  he  had  bequeathed  a fum  of  money 
to  the  Hofpital.  It  happened  to  be  five  hundred 
ducats*  in  gold,  put  up  in  a little  bag,  with  this 
diredion,  6C  For  the  Hofpital  at  Hall.”  Thefe 
five  hundred  ducats  were  afterwards  delivered  to 
me,  according  to  the  defign  of  the  teftator,  and 
truly  at  fuch  a time  when  there  was  great  occafion 
for  them  to  carry  on  the  building.  Now  when  I 
faw  this  heap  of  ducats,  I remembered  the  prayer 
of  that  pious  woman  who  <c  intreated  the  Lord 
<c  to  reward  our  poor  again  with  many  ducats.” 
— Thus  the  believing  poor  can  help  with  their 
prayers,  if  they  cannot  with  their  cafh, 

VI.  In  the  year  1699,  about  February,  I found 
myfelf  under  great  ftraits ; and  indeed  it  was  an 
hour  of  probation.  All  our  provifion  being  fpent, 
and  the  daily  neceffity  of  the  poor  calling  for 
large  fupplies,  I clofely  adhered  in  my  mind  to 
this  faying,  Seek  firfl  the  kingdom  of  God,  arid  his 
righteoufnefs,  and  all  thefe  things  Jhall  be  added  unto 
you ; avoiding  temporal  cares,  and  turning  the 
whole  bent  of  my  foul  upon  a clofe  union  with. 

* Two  hundred  and  fixty^eight  pounds  fifteen  /hillings. 
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God  : and  when  I was  now  laying  out  the  lalt  of* 
the  money,  I faid  in  my  thoughts,  “ Lord,  look 
‘c  upon  my  neceflity.”  Then  going  out  of  my 
chamber  in  order  to  repair  to  the  college,  where 
I was  to  attend  my  public  leCture,  I unexpectedly 
found  a fludent  in  my  houfe,  that  waited  for  my 
v coming  out,  and  prefented  me  the  fum  of  feventy 
crowns,  that  was  fent  by  fome  friends,  to  fupport 
the  necefiity  of  the  hofpital,  from  a place  above 
two  hundred  Englilh  miles  diflant. 

Now  this,  though  it  would  hardly  hold  out 
half  a week,  by  reafon  of  the  great  expences  I 
was  then  obliged  to  defray,  yet  the  Lord  foon 
after  fent  us  in  a frefh  fupply,  and  within  the 
fpace  of  a few  weeks,  carried  me  fo  through  thefe 
trials,  that  neither  the  frame  of  my  mind  was  dif- 
compofed  within,  nor  our  want  difcovered  by  any 
token  without which  was  a great  blefling ; as 
the  leaft  Ihewof  diftruft  of  God,  calls  a reflection 
on  his  honor,  and  Humbles  the  weak  in  faith. 

VII.  Soon  after  this,  there  was  want  again  in 
every  corner.  The  fleward  brought  his  book, 
and  defired  me  to  defray  the  weekly  charges. 
My  recourfe  was  to  God,  through  faith.  The 
expences  were  neceflary,  and  I faw  not  the  leafl: 
provifion,  nor  any  way  to  procure  it.  This 
made  me  refolve  to  retire  into  my  clofer,  and 
to  beg  the  Lord’s  afliftance  in  fo  prefling  a 
necefiity ; but  I defigned  firlt  to  finifli  the  talk  I 

then 
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then  was  about,  being  employed  in  dilating 
fomething* 

Having  done  with  this,  and  preparing  now  for 
prayer,  I received  a letter  from  a merchant,  inti- 
mating that  he  was  ordered  to  pay  a thoufand 
crowns  to  me  for  the  relief  of  the  hofpitah  This 
put  me  in  mind  of  that  faying  of  the  prophet. 
It  Jhall  come  to  pafs , that  before  they  call,  I will 
anfwer , and  whiles  they  are  yet  /peaking,  I will  hear • 
Ifaiah  lxv.  24.  Neverthelefs  I entered  into  my 
clofet,  but  inftead  of  begging  and  praying,  as  I 
had  defigned,  I praifed  and  extolled  the  Name  of 
the  Lord;  and  hope  that  others,  who  perhaps 
may  come  to  read  this,  will  do  the  like  with  me* 
And  thus  the  Providence  of  God  would  actually 
teach  me,  not  to  put  too  great  a confidence  in  a 
vifible  ftock,  or  prefent  fupport  of  mem 

V1IL  In  the  year  1699,  March  the  21ft,  I re- 
ceived a letter  by  the  poll,  wherein  were  inclofed 
four  ducats*,  with  this  infcription  s 

*c  This  to  the  poor  is  freely  fent, 

“ For  health,  which  God  to  me  has  lent.** 

It  came  to  my  hands  in  a time  of  trial,  and  when 
I was  in  great  want  of  money. 

IX.  About  Michaelmas  1699,  I was  in  great 
want  again.  In  a very  fair  and  pleafant  day  I 

?ook 
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took  a walk*  and  viewing  the  mod:  glorious  amt 
magnificent  fabrick  of  the  heavens,  I found  my- 
felf  remarkably  ftrengthened  in  faith ; which  in- 
deed I do  not  afcribe  to  any  difpofition  of  my 
own,  but  entirely  attribute  it  to  the  gracious  ope- 
rations of  the  Spirit  of  God  on  my  foul.  Here- 
upon were  fuggefted  to  my  mind  thefe,  and  the 
like  thoughts : “ How  excellent  a thing  it  is  for 
“ any  one,  being  deprived  of  all  outward  helps, 
i6  and  having  nothing  to  depend  on,  but  having 
6(  the  knowledge  of  the  living  God,  the  Creator 
“ of  heaven  and  earth,  and  putting  his  trull  in 
“ Him,  to  reft  fatisfied  in  the  extremity  of  po- 
« verty 

Now  though  I well  knew  that  the  very  fame 
day  I wanted  money,  yet  I found  myfelf  not  call 
down  ; and  juft  as  I came  home,  the  fteward  came 
for  money  to  pay  the  workmen  (it  being  Saturday) 
employed  in  the  building  of  the  hofpital  : and 
accordingly  addrelling  himfelf  to  me,  he  faicj, 
“ Is- there  any  money  brought  in  ?”  To  which  I 
anfwered,  “ No ; but  1 believe  in  God.”  Scarce 
was  the  word  out  of  my  mouth,  when  I was  told 
aVftudent  defired  to  fpeak  with  me,  who  then 
blought  thirty  crowns  from  a perfon  whofe  name 
he  would  not  difcover.  So  I went  back  into  the 
room,  and  alked  the  other,  how  much  he  wanted 
at  prefent?’  He*  faid,  “ Thirty  crowns.”  Ire- 
plied,  “ Here  they  are ; but  do  you  want  any 

“ more  ?” 
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te  more  ?” — “ No,”  fays  he.  This  confirmed  us 
both  in  our  reliance  upon  the  Lord,  becaufe  we 
plainly  difcerned  the  wonderful  hand  of  God, 
who  in  that  very  moment  that  we  were  in  ne- 
cefiity,  did  fupply  us,  and  even  with  the  very  fum 
we  then  wanted. — The  exaCt  fum,  fhewed  the 
narrow  infpedtion  of  God  ; and  none  being  fent 
over,  left  room  for  Faith  to  work. 

X.  Not  long  after,  we  were  likewife  reduced 
to  great  flraits ; when  it  happened,  that  four 
hundred  crowns  were  fent  me  by  the  poll,  accom- 
panied with  a letter  from  a well-meaning  fludent, 
intimating  that  this  fum  had  been  delivered  to 
him,  to  relieve  our  hofpital.  I cannot  exprefs 
how  effectual  this  was  to  renew  my  dependence 
upon  the  Lord  ; and  how  vifibly  it  convinced  me, 
that  the  hour  of  trial  is  only  appointed  by  the 
Lord  for  the  {Lengthening  of  our  Faith.  The 
Lord  gracioufly  remember  this  benefactor  ! 

XI.  Another  time  all  our  provifion  was  fpent. 
Then  it  fell  out,  that  in  addreffing  myfelf  to  the 
Lord,  I found  myfelf  deeply  affeCted  with  the 
fourth  petition  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer ; Give  us 
this  day  our  daily  bread : and  my  thoughts  were 
fixed  in  a more  efpecial  manner  upon  the  words 
this  day , becaufe  on  the  very  fame  day  we  had 
great  occahon  for  it.  While  I was  yet  praying, 
a friend  of  mine  came  before  my  door  in  a coach, 
and  brought  the  fum  of  four  hundred  crowns.. 

, G z Then 
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Then  I perceived  the  reafon  why  I more  emi- 
nently had  found  fuch  a fweet  favor  in  that  ex- 
preffion,  this  day , and  praifed  the  Lord,  in  whofe 
difpofal  are  all  things. — Thus  the  morrow  takes 
thought  for  the  things  of  it f elf 

XII.  In  the  year  1 700,  I was  fick  about  feven 
or  eight  weeks  before  Eafter.  On  Eafter  Tuefday, 
which  was  the  firft  time  I went  abroad,  having 
befought  the  Lord  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
llefs  my  going  out , and  coming  in,  it  happened,  that 
as  I was  going  out,  a confolarory  letter  was  deli- 
vered to  me ; and  when  I came  home,  another,  in 
which  was  inclofed  a bill  bf  one  hundred  crowns 
for  the  relief  of  the  hofpital ; together  with  an 
admonition,  encouraging  me,  in  a particular  man- 
ner, cheerfully  to  go  on  in  the  work  fo  happily* 
begun.  This  letter  came  from  a proteftant  mer- 
chant, living  in  a place  about  five  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  hence.  The  Lord  remember  this 
benefadfor  ! 

XIII.  Another  time,  a well-difpofed  perfon  of 
quality,  of  the  female  fex,  was  prefent,  and  faw 
to  how  great  want  we  were  juft  then  reduced. 
This  ftruck  the  deeper  into  her  mind,  becaufe  fhe 
had  been  wont  to  aftift  our  poor,  as  far  as  fhe 
could ; but  was  not  able,  neither  then,  nor  at  any 
other  time,  to  relieve  our  want  with  any  confider- 
able  gift.  On  the  fame  day  this  perfon  happened 
to  difcourfe  with  another  lady*  who  was  but  juft 

com£ 
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come  to  town  ; and  this  latter  mentioning  that  Ihe 
had  brought  along  with  her  a little  mite  for  the 
hofpitaly  viz.  fifty  crowns , the  firft  could  not  for- 
bear weeping,  her  joy  was  fo  great;  as  knowing, 
on  one  hand,  the  utmoft  (traits  we  were  then  in, 
and  feeing,  on  the  other,  the  prefent  and  vifible 
fupply,  coming  to  our  relief  on  the  very  fame 
day. 

XIV;  At  another  time,  when  all  was  fpent,  and 
I knew  not  whence  to  fetch  any  thing,  it  fo  fell 
out,  that  a proteftant  merchant,  aimed  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  Englifh  miles  off,  fent  the  fum 
of  twenty-five  crowns,  and  defired  me  not  to  take 
it  ill,  if  he  put  me  to  the  trouble  of  difperfing  it 
amongft  the  poor. 

In  the  fame  manner  a certain  countefs  hath 
fupplied  me  twice  with  twenty-five  crowns,  when 
our  provifion  was  reduced  to  the  lowed  degree. 
I am  fure  it  has  often  happened  that  we  have 
been  relieved,  when  our  provifion  has  been  juft 
fpent ; though  no  mortal  acquainted  our  bene- 
factors with  the  neceftity  under  which  we  labored, 
nor  how  feafonable  it  was  for  them  to  relieve  us 
at  that  inftant  1 

XV.  Another  time  we  were  brought  into  a very 
low  condition,  when  the  Lord  ftirred  up  the 
heart  of  a farmer  to  give  me  as  much  as  he  could 
hold  in  his  hand,  being  about  five  crowns,  in 
fmall  coin. 
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XVI.  It  often  has  happened,  that,  when  Grangers 
have  been  with  me,  and  I have  given  them  fome 
account  of  the  wonderful  Providence  of  God  ; 
for  the  confirmation  of  their  faith,  even  in  their 
very  prefence  fomething  or  another  has  been  fent 
for  the  poor  : an  example  or  two  whereof  I fhall 
here  fubjoin. 

Whilft  a certain  well-difpofed  perfon,  who  be- 
llowed twenty  crowns  upon  the  poor,  was  yet  talk- 
ing with  me,  a lad  came  in,  who  brought  twenty 
crowns  in  ready  money,  with  a letter,  promifing 
the  yearly  continuance  .thereof,  if  the  Lord  would 
be  pleafed  to  preferve  life  and  health.  The  lad 
would  not  tell  the  name  of  the  perfon  that  fent 
him,  being  ftridtly  charged  to  the  contrary,  and 
defired  only  a receipt.  The  perfon  whom  I at 
firft  mentioned,  being  undoubtedly  moved  by  fo 
vifible  a proof  of  God’s  Providence,  fent  imme- 
diately fifty  crowns  more.  The  promife  given  in 
writing  by  the  other  perfon,  hath  hitherto  faith- 
fully been  performed. 

XVII.  Another  perfon  being  in  my  company, 
and  to  whom  I was  declaring  fome  remarkable 
palfages  of  God’s  Providence;  whilft  we  were 
yet  talking  together,  there  were  brought  in  three 
facks  filled  with  linen,  leather  for  breeches,  and 
other  fluff  of  that  nature,  to  clothe  the  children ; 
being  fent  by  a gentlewoman.  The  faid  perfon 
who  was  then  with  me,  was  not  a little  flrength- 
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ened  in  the  faith  by  fo  remarkable  an  indance.-— 
Blefifed  be  God  that  there  is  here  and  there  a 
Dorcas  left  in  the  world. 

XVIII.  In  the  fame  manner  I fpake  once  to 
another  well-meaning  friend,  recounting  to  him 
fome  evident  demondrations  of  the  admirable 
Providence  of  the  Lord  ; upon  which  he  could 
not  forbear  weeping  : and  whilft  we  were  dif- 
courfing  together,  I received  a letter,  with  a bill 
of  five  hundred  crowns ; being  then  juft  reduced 
to  fuch  circumdances,  that,  humanly  fpeaking,  I 
faw  not  the  leaf!  fupport,  nor  any  way  to  obtain 
a fupply. 

XIX.  Another  time  I fell  into  the  deeped  po- 
verty, and,  what  was  more,  I was  urged  by  the 
importunity  of  mod  that  were  about  me,  calling 
for  a fupply  to  their  prefiing  necefiity.  > But  hav- 
ing cad  my  eye  upon  the  Lord,  I anfwered  them 
plainly  thus : “ Now  ye  come  all  to  feek  money 
“ of  me ; but  I know  of  another  Benefactor  to 
“ go  to  ;J>  meaning  the  Lord.  The  word  was 
fcarce  out  of  my  mouth,  when  a friend  of  mine, 
who  was  then  jud  come  off  a journey,  put  pri- 
vately fourteen  ducats  * into  my  hand ; which 
proved  a fredi  indance  of  the  endearing  Provi- 
dence of  the  Lord. — This  is  enough  to  put  Infi- 
delity out  of  countenance,  and  make  her  adiamed 
to  drew  her  head. 

* Seven  pounds  ten  {"hillings  and  fixpence. 

XX, 
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XX.  So  it  has  often  happened,  that  pef* 
fons  having  only  heard  or  read  fome  account* 
either  of  the  good  defign  of  the  undertaking,  or 
of  the  wonderful  ways  by  which  the  Lord  fup- 
ported  us,  have  prefently  found  themfelves  in- 
clined to  call  fomething  into  our  treafury,  to 
facilitate  the  affair.  For  inftance ; a certain  noble- 
man hearing  fome  paffages  of  God’s  Providence 
over  this  work,  freely  offered  to  pay  down  yearly 
the  fum  of  twenty  crowns ; and  he  has  been  as 
good  as  his  word.  A certain  merchant  alfo  being 
once  defired  to  exchange  fome  ducats  prefented 
to  the  poor,  and  being  acquainted  withal  that 
they  did  belong  to  the  poor  orphans,  he  not  only 
exchanged  them,  but  made  an  addition  of  twenty 
crowns  more  of  his  own. 

XXI.  Likewife  it  fell  out  another  time  that  I 
flood  in  need  of  a great  fum  of  money,  infomuch 
that  an  hundred  crowns  would  not  have  ferved  my 
turn ; and  yet  I faw  not  the  leaft  appearance  how 
I might  be  fupplied  with  an  hundred  groats.  The 
fteward  came  in,  and  fet  forth  the  want  we  were 
in.  I bid  him  to  come  again  after  dinner ; and  I 
refolved  to  put  up  my  prayers  to  the  Lord  for 
his  affiftance.  When  he  came  again  after  dinner* 
I was  ftill  in  the  fame  want,  and  fo  appointee!  him 
again  to  come  in  the  evening.  In  the  mean  time 
a fincere  friend  of  mine  came  to  fee  me,  and  with 
him  I joined  in  prayers,  and  found  myfelf  much 
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moved  to  praife  and  magnify  the  Lo^  d for  all 
his  admirable  dealings  towards  mankind,  even 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world ; and  the  mod 
remarkable  inltances  came  readily  to  my  remem- 
brance whilR  I was  praying.  I was  fo  elevated  in 
■praifing  and  magnifying  God,  that  I infilled  only 
on  that  exercife  of  my  prefent  devotion,  and  found 
no  inclination  to  put  up  many  anxious  petitions 
to  be  delivered  out  of  the  prefent  neceffity.  At 
length  my  friend  taking  his  leave,  I accompanied 
him  to  the  door,  where  I found  the  Reward  wait- 
ing on  one  fide  for  the  money  he  wanted,  and  on 
the  other  fide  another  perfon,  who  brought  an 
hundred  and  fifty  crowns,  fealed  up  in  a bag,  for 
the  fupport  of  the  hofpital.— Thus  Providence 
kept  pace  with  neceffity. 

What  more  illufirious  proof  could  I expedt  of 
God  s holy  and  wonderful  Providence  ! who  gra- 
cioufiy  accepteth  the  prayer  of  the  poor,  and 
comforteth  thofe  that  are  caR  down,  when  they 
put  their  truR  in  Him ; and  who  is  Rill  the  fame 
gracious  Lord  as  in.  the  times  of  old,  when  he 
gendered  himfelf  glorious  by  his  dealings  with  the 
fatheis ; the  fignal  examples  of  whofe  faith  are 
recommended  to  our  imitation. 

XXII.  At  another  time  thirty  crowns  were  re- 
quired to  pay  off  the  workmen ; at  which  time 
fome  friends  of  mine  were  with  me,  one  of  whom 
had  pro  mi  fed  ten  crowns,  and  another  four,  for 

H the 
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the  fupport  of  the  poor;  but  neither  of  them  had 
actually  paid  them  in,  which  otherwife  might 
have  been  very  helpful  for  the  defraying  fome 
charges : fo  I was  obliged  for  the  prefent  to  difmifs 
the  overfeer  of  the  building,  who  came  to  fetch 
the  money,  with  this  comfort ; “ The  Lord,  who 
96  is  faithful,  will  take  care  for  us.”  Away  he 
went,  and  found  the  workmen  before  the  hofpital, 
waiting  for  their  pay ; but  by  the  way  he  unex- 
pectedly met  with  one  of  his  acquaintance,  to 
whom  he  unbofomed  himfelf,  and  difcovered  the 
prefling  circumftances  he  was  then  in;  who  there- 
upon readily  lent  him  fourteen  crowns ; and  fo  he 
went  to  pay  at  leaft  fome  part  of  the  money  due 
to  the  workmen  : but  before  he  had  done,  I re- 
ceived above  thirty  crowns  from  another  place ; 
whereupon  I immediately  fent  away  the  aforefaid 
thirty  crowns  for  the  workmen,  and  the  reft  was 
fpent  in  providing  neceflfaries  for  the  poor.  And 
this  proved  a frefh  viflble  inftance  of  Divine 
Providence. 

XXIII.  At  the  end  of  the  following  week  we 
were  reduced  to  like  ftraits,  and  I was  called  upon 
for  money  to  recruit  our  provifion,  according  to 
cuftom,  on  Friday,  and  to  pay  the  workmen  on 
Saturday ; but  there  was  not  a farthing  for  either 
of  thefe  ufes.  So  I faid,  “ It  is  now  time  again 
<c  to  rejoice;  for  the  Lord  will  undoubtedly 
<c  give  us  another  inftance  of  his  Providence.”  I 
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difpatched  the  fteward  with  that  faying  of  Samuel, 
ron  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us . 1 Sam* 

vii.  12.  For  this  expreffion  is  as  it  were  turned 
into  a moft  comfortable  proverb  amongft  us,  and 
experience  hath  been  the  mofl  ufeful  comment 
upon  it.  Betimes  next  morning  fifty  crowns  were 
fent  in;  by  means  whereof  the  Lord  gracioufly 
carried  us  through  the  difficulties  of  that  week. 

XXIV.  Another  time,  being  reduced  to  the 
lowefl  ebb,  and  the  burden  of  unavoidable  ex- 
pences  lying  upon  the  fleward,  he  found  himfelf 
oppreffed  with  care  and  concern  how  to  extricate 
himfelf.  Whereupon  he  got  together  as  much  as 
he  could  to  difcharge  the  debts,  and,  amongft 
the  reft,  he  fold  a filver  fpoon  that  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  hofpital.  But  all  this  would  not 
ferve  his  turn.  In  this  extremity,  an  hundred 
crowns  were  delivered  to  me  for  the  poor ; and 
being  thus  provided,  I fent  prefently  fixty  of  them 
to  the  fteward,  and  the  remainder  was  laid  out  for 
other  purpofes.  A few  hours  after  I had  received 
the  above-mentioned  fum,  there  came  a letter  of 
advice,  importing  that  thirteen  tuns  and  an  half  of 
herrings  were  in  the  way  towards  us,  which  fome 
charitable  friends  had  purchafed  for  the  relief  of 
our  poor  ; as  the  year  before  we  had  three  tuns 
beftowed  on  us.  How  effectual  this  was  to  raife 
the  languifhing  faith  of  the  fteward,  and  to  refrefh 
his  mind  after  fo  many  toils  and  cares,  may,  I 
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think,  be  eafily  conjectured.  , He  faid  indeed, 
“ Now  I will  rejoice  even  in  time  of  want,  in 
c hopes  of  feeing  fome  difcovery  of  the  admi- 
iC  rable  Providence  of  God  !”  which  had  been 
hitherto,  as  he  faid,  beyond  his  ftrength.  He 
added  likewife,  that  no  oppreffing  care  had  ever 
fince  feized  upon  his  mind  in  the  midft  of  want 
and  diftrefs,  but  had  rather  rejoiced  and  kept  up 
his  fpirit,  whilft  he  reafoned  thus  with  himfelf : 
“ N„w  will  I patiently  wait  for  the  wonderful 
<c  h Ip  of  the  Lord,  and  fee  by  what  way  or 
<c  means  he  will  be  pleafed  to  relieve  our  ne- 

ceffities.” 

XXV.  A little  while  after  we  had  another  hour 
of  probation  ; but  the  Lord  was  pleafed  ,to  fup- 
ply  us  then  likewife  with  fifty  crowns,  which  was 
an  help  not  in  the  lead  forefeen  : and  at  the  fame 
time  I was  acquainted  that  twenty-eight  Cumin 
cheefes  were  forthwith  to  be  fent  from  Leyden  in 
Holland. 

XXVI.  Now  and  then  it  happened,  that  fome 
Grangers  coming  in  to  fee  the  hofpital,  have  put 
half  a crown,  or  one  or  more  ducats,  in  the  box; 
for  the  poor,  juft  when  we  were  under  great  diffi- 
culties ; they  themfelves  not  knowing  what  a fea^ 
fonable  relief  it  was  to  us. 

XXVII.  Another  time  I was  called  upon,  early 
in  the  morning,  for  fome  money  to  defray  the 
charges  of  that  day.  I had  then  but  fix  crowns 
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left,  which  I readily  delivered.  The  Reward  tak- 
ing it  into  his  hand,  told  it,  and  faid,  “ If  it  was 
tC  multiplied  by  fix,  which  would  make  up  the 
<c  fum  of  fix  and  thirty,  it  would  but  ferve  my 
<c  turn.”  I comforted  him  with  our  manifold  ex- 
perience of  the  Divine  benedidlion  we  hitherto 
' had  enjoyed  ; and  it  happened  that  the  fame  God 
multiplied  it  on  that  very  day  juft  to  the  fum  of 
thirty-fix  crowns,  which  was  wanting : and  this 
proved  no  fmall  encouragement  to  our  depend- 
ence upon  God.  Soon  after  it  was  followed  by 
twenty-five  ducats  **  more,  to  bear  the  charges  of 
the  next  day. — Here  Faith  prefcribed  to  God, 
and  he  fubmitted  to  it,  with  an  addition. 

XXVIII.  Another  time,  being  taken  up  with, 
fome  other  affairs,  I quite  forgot  the  want  we  did 
then  lie  under.  Having  thus  compofed  my  mind 
to  a quiet  frame,  that  I might  the  better  difpatch 
my  bufinefs,  I received  a letter,  with  a piece  of 
gold,  of  eighteen  crowns  value;  whereby  both 
our  want  was  relieved,  and  I myfelf  kept  free 
from  any  difturbance  in  my  other  affairs.  I re- 
membered then  the  faying  of  the  Lord;  All  theft 
things  Jhall  he  added  unto  you. 

XXIX.  Upon  another  time,  when  all  provifion 
was  fpent,  one  of  my  fellow-laborers  in  the  even- 
ing conference  mentioned  the  prefent  want,  which 
proved  a matter  of  comfort,  and  prefented  to  us 

f Thirteen  pounds  eight  Ihillings  and  nine  pence. 
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an  occafion  to  ftrengthen  our  faith,  by  means  of 
a grateful  remembrance  of  all  the  benefits  we  had 
before  received  at  the  hand  of  God,  and  to  re- 
joice in  that  particular  privilege  which  he  hath 
left  upon  facred  record,  viz.  that  we  need  not  to 
be  careful  for  any  thing,  or  diflurb  ourfelves  with 
perplexing  thoughts,  but  commit  all  things  to 
the  gracious  conduct  of  Divine  Providence*  The 
refult  of  this  confideration,  was  an  hearty  fenfe  of 
the  eminent  advantage  enjoyed  by  them  that  truft 
In  God,  whofe  rejoicing  in  the  midfl  of  poverty, 
is  much  more  defireable,  than  the  tormenting 
thoughtfulnefs  of  thofe,  whofe  heart  is  continu- 
ally opprefled  with  the  uneafy  cares  of  this  world, 
attended  with  fearful  doubts,  and  wavering  hopes* 
Hereupon  we  put  up  our  petitions,  unanimoufly 
extolling  the  Name  of  the  Lord  for  his  infinite 
goodnefs  and  mercy,  and  refigned  our  prefent 
ftate  to  his  fatherly  protection.  That  very  hour 
the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  incline  the  heart  of  a 
great  man,  who  hitherto  had  favored  our  endea- 
vors, to  relieve  our  want  the  next  morning;  giv* 
ing  a particular  charge  to  fome  of  his 'attendants 
to  remember  him  of  it.  Accordingly  the  next 
day  he  fent  three  hundred  crowns.  Upon  which 
occafion  I think  fit  to  take  notice,  that  a particular 
juncture  of  circnmftances,  working  both  from 
within  and  without,  was  obfervable  in  this  affair, 
which  rendered  the  Providence  of  G.od  more  con- 
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and  was  confounded  f 

XXX.  Once  I remember,  when  all  was  fpent,  it 
happened,  that  a piece  of  gold,  worth  ten  ducats* 
was  delivered  to  me,  for  a certain  godly  minifter, 
then  reduced  to  the  utmoft  want  and  poverty ; 
and  being  abfent,  I was  to  fend  it  to  him.  This 
made  a joyful  diveriion  to  my  mind,  and  made 
me  forget  the  want  we  were  then  in  at  home. 
But  foon  after  the  Lord  remembered  alfo  our 
>oor;  for  a gold  chain , weighing  about  four  ounces 
and  an  half,  was  fent  from  abroad,  and  proved  an 
inexpedted  help  in  our  prefent  want. 

XXXI.  I mull  needs  here  mention,  that  the 
Providence  of  God,  in  the  whole  undertaking, 
hath  been  the  more  illuftrioufly  vifible,  in  regard 
of  a train  of  many  particular  circumftances,  and 
efpecially  his  inclining  all  manner  of  people  to  a 
hearty  concurrence  in  fupporting  the  work,  after 
it  was  once  begun  ; nay,  even  thofe  from  whom, 
being  themfelves  under  flrait  circumftances,  no 
fuch  thing  was  expected.  To  fuch  charitable  per- 
fons  we  may  apply  St.  Paul’s  expr^ffion,  2 Cor . 
viii.  2,  3.  wherein  he  commendeth  the  charitable 
inclinations  of  the  Macedonians ; that  in  a great 
trial  of  affli&ion,  the  abundance  of  their  joy,  and  their 
deep  poverty , abounded  unto  the  riches  of  their  libe- 
rality. For  to  their  power,  yea,  and  beyond  their 
power 7 they  were  willing  of  themfelves . 


Some 
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Some  who  were  not  able  to  contribute  towards 
our  fupport  with  ready  money,  endeavored  to 
iupply  that  defeat  by  other  adts  of  charity.  Country 
people  have  caufed  pewter  cups  to  be  made  at 
their  own  charge,  and  conveyed  to  us  for  the  ufe 
of  the  hofpital : and  feveral  pewterers  have  dene 
the  like.  Others  have  bought  pewter  dilhes,  and 
plates;  others,  veffels  of  copper,  for  the  fame 
end.  Several  country  women  have  readily  be- 
llowed fome  flax,  and  thread ; others  have  willingly 
made  it  into  linen ; and  others  employed  them- 
felves  to  make  fhirts  of  it,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor. 
Others  have  bought  hats  for  the  boys,  and  fent 
fklns  to  make  them  breeches.  Others  have  fent 
caps  for  the  girls,  and  other  things  of  that  nature, 
to  clothe  them  withal. — Thus  God,  who  clothed 
our  firft  parents,  doth  not  forget  their  children. 

Now  and  then  it  has  fallen  out,  that  well-wifhers 
to  the  hofpital  have  drefled  fome  children  from 
head  to  foot.  About  Chriftmas  and  new-year’s 
tide,  and  efpecially  at  the  time  of  public  exami- 
nation, fome  have  made  provifion  for  entertaining 
the  children  with  a better  dinner  than  ordinary.— 
Thus  God  gave  them  a little  banqueting. 

The  fame  thing  has  happened  in  refpedt  of  diet. 
For  fome  well-difpofed  perfons,  after  reaping, 
would  fend  in  fome  of  their  corn,  peafe,  and  the 
like,  for  the  poor.  Others  would  fend  meat,  ftih, 
cheefe,  and  other  fupplies. 
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Again,  others  who  had  by  legacy  got  a parcel 
of  books,  inftead  of  felling  the  fame,  have  made 
them  over  to  the  hofpital,  which  proved  the 
foundation  of  eredting  a library  for  the  ufe  of  our 
poor  ftudents  employed  in  the  hofpital. — Faith 
will  not  only  bring  cloaks  to  clothe  the  poor,  but 
likewife  the  books  and  the  parchments* 

Others  have  bellowed  part  of  the  money  which 
was  left  them  by  their  deceafed  friends.  A well- 
meaning  friend  has  bellowed  part  of  a lilver  mine 
upon  us,  near  Kehrbach,  called  the  New  Bleffing 
of  God,  and  regillered  it  for  the  Hofpital  at 
Glaucha  without  Hall ; and  he  himfelf  has  under- 
taken the  management  of  it,  till  it  may  advance 
fome  profit  to  the  poor.  Others  have  fent  fome 
of  their  beer  when  they  have  brewed,  or  fome 
money,  if  they  had  good  fuccefs  therein*  Others 
have  provided  fome  fait  for  the  hofpital ; others 
have  prefented  it  with  feather  beds ; others,  with 
fheets,  table  cloth,  &c,—‘ This  fhews  that  not  only 
the  corn  and  wine,  but  alfo  the  wool  and  the  flax 
are  the  Lord*s. 

Several  merchants  have  fent  whole  pieces*  or 
fome  remnants  of  cloth,  and  of  Huff,  as  a help 
towards  covering  the  bodies  of  the  poor*  Many 
have  thought  their  rich  drefs  and  apparel,  which 
ferved  them  heretofore  to  make  a figure  in  the 
world,  better  bellowed,  when  laid  out  to  clothe 
the  poor.  Some  would  turn  whole  fuits  of  finery 

I into 
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into  money,  fell  their  hlver  and  gold  laces,  and 
clothe  the  poor  therewith.  Some  have  fent  hi- 
ther, and  others  have  fold*  filver  fpoons,  filver 
buttons,  filver  cups,  gold  rings  fet  with  ftones, 
golden  bracelets,  and  necklaces  of  gold,  to  fup- 
port  the  poor  withal.  And  fueh  things  have  com- 
monly fallen  out,  when  great  want  and  neceflity 
have  excited  us  to  pray  for  relief. — ‘Surely  this 
mull  be  very  ofFenfive  to  the  god  of  this  world. 

XXXII.  What  has  been  faid  hitherto,  may  give 
to  the  reader  a pretty  good  apprehenfion  under 
what  circumftances  both  the  education  of  the 
poor,  and  the  ere&ing  of  the  hofpital,  has  been 
begun  and  carried  on. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1698,  his  Electoral 
Highnefs  of  Brandenburgh  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  confer  upon  the  hofpital  feveral  privileges ; 
which  made  fom-e  people  think,  that  the  whole 
concern  has  been  ever  fince  endowed  with  a fixed 
maintenance,  and  that  the  undertakers,  after  fo 
many  boifterous  agitations,  are  happily  arrived  to 
fhore. 

But  to  lay  open  the  matter  as  it  is,  I mull  needs 
fay,  that  the  Hand  of  God,  in  obtaining  thefe 
privileges,  was  fo  fully  difcovered  to  me,  that 
many  prefumptuous  cenfures  that  have  been  paffed 
upon  me,  have  not  in  the  leafi:  diflurbed  me.  I 
am  fenfible  of  the  benefits  that  have  been  derived 
from  thence  to  the  poor,  and  {hall  ever  keep  a 

thankful 
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thankful  remembrance  thereof  both  towards  God 
and  towards  men. 

But  to  reCtify  the  judgments  of  fuch  as  have 
been  miflaken  in  this  affair*  they  ought  to  be  ac- 
quainted* that  the  aforefaid  privileges  never  had 
fuch  an  extenfive  influence  upon  the  work*  as  to  fet 
it  altogether  upon  another  footing  .;  nor  haye  they 
been  immediately  rendered  effectual.  For  fome 
of  them  have  not  been  as  yet  practicable ; and 
others  have  required  greater  expenses,  as  the 
fetting  up  of  the  apothecaries  and  bookfellers 

fhops. G the  diligence  of  the  devil*  and  his 

family,  to  rob  God  of  his  honor  1 

The  chief  branch  of  thefe  privileges,  lcemed 
to  be  the  colleffilon,  which  his  Electoral  Highnefs 
allowed  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  his  do- 
minions and  provinces.  Now  though  I do  not 
undervalue  fuch  a benefit,  (it  being  of  that  na- 
ture, that  not  the  Jeaft  conftraint  is  ufed  upon  any 
body,  but  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  give  what  he 
pleafeth  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor)  yet  I could 
not  light  prefently  on  fuch  perfons  as  were  quali- 
fied for  gathering  in  this  collection ; and  though 
at  laff  I pitched  Gn  fome  who  feemed  to  be  fit  for 
this  bufinefs,  yet  it  has  hitherto  met  with  fuch 
obftruCtions,  that  befides  in  Berlin,  it  has  been 
yet  begun  but  in  three  provinces.  From  whence 
an  impartial  judge  may  eafily  infer,  that  fuch  a 
collection  may  give  fome  eafe  to  the  undertaking, 

I % but 
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but  can  never  prove  a fufficient  flock  for  the  main- 
tenance of  about  two  hundred  perfons,  who  are  to 
be  provided  for. 

In  the  mean  time,  there  has  been  fpent  more 
within  half  a year,  than  the  whole  colleftion 
amounted  to ; and  to  do  right  to  the  matter,  what 
has  been  raifed  this  way,  only  proved  fome  help 
for  defraying  part  of  the  charges  of  maintaining, 
cloathing,  and  teaching  the  poor.— Faith’s  under- 
takings go  on  belt  upon  the  Lord’s  wheels. 

In  Ihort,  for  as  much  as  no  fmall  time  will  be 
required  before,  on  one  fide,  the  unjuft  odium 
the  undertaking  upon  this  account  is  charged 
with,  is  awarded  ; and  on  the  other,  the  imparted 
privileges  come  to  be  put  in  praftice,  as  they  are 
like  to  prove  more  beneficial  to  the  enfuing  age, 
than  I find  them  at  prefent : and  this,  I muft 
confefs,  was  the  main  fcope  I had  in  view,  when 
I petitioned  his  Ele&oral  Highnefs  for  the  grant 
of  them.  Not  to  mention  now,  that  fince  the 
time  thefe  privileges  have  been  granted,  the  whole 
affair  has  been  not  a little  enlarged;  by  which 
means  it  has  become  more  chargeable,  All  which 
fhews  the  miftake  of  thofe,  who,  by  groundlefs 
reports,  have  been  inclined  to  believe,  that  faith 
and  dependence  upon  the  Lord  was  not  any 
longer  exercifed  in  this  bufinefs,  as  it  was  at  firft, 
but  that  the  fecular  power,  with-a  fixed  allowance 
0f  provifions,  did  now  bear  the  fway.  This  mif- 
- * taker* 
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taken  report  has  milled  many  into  danders  and 
uncharitable  cenfures ; and  others  have  attempted 
to  force  into  the  hofpital  all  manner  of  poor  peo- 
ple, upon  the  falfe  fuppofal  of  rich  endowments, 
without  having  made  the  lead  enquiry,  whether 
the  hofpital  was  in  a condition  to  relieve  them 
or  no. — So  anxious  is  flefh  and  blood  to  exalt  it- 
felf  at  the  expence  of  God’s  honor. 

Others  have  put  fo  large  a conftrudtion  upon 
the  privileges,  that  by  their  report,  people  in 
very  diftant  places  have  been  prevailed  with  to 
believe  that  twelve  thoufand  crowns  were  allowed 
fer  annum  for  the  maintenance  of  the  hofpitaL 
And  this  has  farther  inclined  many  needy  perfons 
to  come  a great  way  off,  fuppofing  to  find  here  a 
prefent  relief  both  as  for  food  and  raiment,  and 
to  wonder,  when  the  event  did  not  anfwer  their 
miflaken  expectation. 

And  this  I hope  may  fufficiently  inform  any 
impartial  reader,  that  as  the  work  hath  been  be- 
gun in  faith  and  reliance  upon  God,  and  not  in 
any  truft  upon  a fet  dock  of  provifions ; fo  it  is 
dill  carried  on  in  the  fame  way,  and  under  the 
, Jike  difficulties';  notwithdanding  the  fmall  fup- 
plies  coming  in  now  and  then ; having  as  yet  no 
other  foundation  than  it  has  flood  upon  ever  from 
the  beginning. 

XXXIII.  Another  branch  of  fignal  Providence 
over  us,  hath  been  manifefled  in  fuch  as  fell  fick. 

In 
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In  the  very  beginning  of  our  endeavors,  the  Lord 
inclined  the  hear,t  of  one  of  the  chief  apothecaries 
and  chymifts  at  Leipfick,  to  difpofe  gratis  of  fo 
much  phyfic  as  there  was  neceffary  for  our  dif- 
eafed  ; and  this  he  freely  continued,  till  his  Elec- 
toral Highnefs  of  Brandenburgh  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  permit  the  keeping  an  apothecary’s  Ihop 
for  the  hofpital ; whereby  we  have  been  enabled 
to  make  a fliift,  without  being  any  further  charge- 
able to  that  worthy  benefaftor,  who,  out  of  his 
great  charity,  bore  no  fmall  part  of  the  burden, 
which  ufually  adheres  to  an  undertaking  of  this 
nature. 

XXXIV.  Another  benefit  which  the  Lord 
provided  for  us,  was,  that  he  inclined  an  eminent 
phyfician,  of  this  univerfity,  to  take  upon  him 
the  principal  care  of  fuch  as  fell  fick  in  the  hof- 
pital, and  to  lend  an  helping  hand  to  the  phy, 
fician  who  was  particularly  appointed  to  manage 
that  affair.  And  this  he  readily  underwent,  with- 
out the  leaft  requital ; fo  that  we  are  not  able  to 
make  a fufficient  return  of  thanks  for  fo  fignaj  an 
aft  of  charity. 

XXXV.  In  the  year  1699,  when  a malignant 
fever  was  raging  in  thefe  parts,  it  carried  off  3 
great  many  people ; and  the  hofpital  loft,  on  one 
hand,  fuch  men  as  made  it  their  bufinefs  to  pro- 
mote its  intereft  ; and  on  the  other,  fuch  children 
as  proved  the  moft  hopeful  of  the  whole  number. 
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It  carried  off,  likewife,  feveral  of  the  fchool- 
matters  that  were  beft  qualified  for  managing  the 
youth ; and  it  grew  to  that  violence,  that  there 
was  almoft  a general  complaint  that  the  ufual 
methods  of  phyfic  became  of  no  ufe  in  this  for- 
fowful  juncture  of  time. 

Now  thefe  deplorable  accidents  caufed  both 
forrow  and  companion  on  our  fide.  Sorrow , becaufe 
frequent  changes  in  fuch  colleges  are  attended 
with  many  unavoidable  diforders.  Companion,  be- 
eaufe  men  were  cut  off  in  the  very  flower  of  their 
age,  who,  by  reafon  of  their  excellent  endow- 
ments, feemed  very  fit  to  ferve  the  public. 

XXXVI.  The  beft  remedies  being  thus  baffled 
by  the  furious  infults  of  this  diftemper,  there  was 
now  no  other  way  left  to  bear  off  thefe  fenfible 
trials,  but  to  make  an  humble  application  to  Him 
who  hitherto  had  given  us  fo  many  proofs  of  the 
light  of  his  countenance,  and  of  his  fatherly  care 
over  us.  So  we  united  in  prayers,  and  committed 
to  his  gracious  Providence  our  fick,  who  now 
feemed  to  be  expofed,  without  any  fhelter,  to  the 
mercilefs  ftrokes  of  Death ; being  mindful,  that 
when  the  Lord  fmites  a land  with  a plague,  he 
likewife,  out  of  a tender  compaflion,  commandeth 
his  blefflngs  to  go  forth,  and  to  fupport  his  crea- 
tures under  their  burden.  This  then  made  us 
hope  the  Lord  would  make  us  partakers  of  his 
bleffing,  both  that  the  work  once  begun,  might 
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go  on,  and  not  fo  many  youth  be  fwept  away  isf 
the  prime  of  their  blooming  years,  and  before 
they  had  employed  in  this  world  that  talerit  where- 
with he  had  intruded  them. 

XXXVII.  Within  a month  after,  God  was 
pleafed  to  dir  up  the  heart  of  an  eminent  patron, 
who  knew  nothingof  that  didrefs  we  here  labored 
under,  to  communicate  to  us  a fpecific  medicine 
againd  the  faid  fever,  prefenting  a receipt  of  the 
compofition  thereof  to  the  hofpital ; and  this  he 
fent  very  feafonably,  jud  when  feveral  perfons 
concerned  in  the  management  of  the  hofpital,  lay 
defperately  ill,  who,  within  a few  days,  were  hap- 
pily redored  by  the  ufe  of  that  medicine.— If  a 
fig  be  laid  on  the  boil  by  the  command  of  God, 
it  is  fufficient* 

Since  that  time,  thanks  be  to  God,  not  one 
foul  has  been  carried  off  by  this  violent  fever,  if 
the  patient  was  but  in  a condition  to  take  this 
medicine.  This  bleffing,  which  the  Lord  thus 
bedowed  upon  us,  has  been  enjoyed  by  many 
others  out  of  the  hofpital,  both  in  this  town,  and 
in  other  places  ; and  to  make  this  benefit  the  more 
general,  a paper  has  been  printed  on  purpofe, 
with  an  account  of  the  feveral  effedts  of  the  faid 
medicine,  and  directions  how  to  ufe  it. 

It  was  foon  obferved,  that  many  fcrupled  to 
take  this  kind  of  phyfic,  moved  by  a certain 
maxim  of  the  phyficians  difcouraging  the  ufe 

thereof. 
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thereof.  Whereupon  Providence  fo  ordered  it, 
that  Dr.  Hoffman,  an  eminent  profeffor  of  phyflc 
in  this  univerfity,  in  a difputation,  intitled,  De 
Diarrhea  in  Febribus  malignis  aliifq  morbis  acutis 
falutari , has  not  only  made  an  exadt  inquiry  into 
the  fentimerits  of  phyficians  in  this  affair,  but  alfo 
inforced  the  contrary,  by  many  Weighty  argu- 
ments, drawn  both  from  the  writings  of  the  moft 
approved  practitioners,  and  from  modern  expe- 
rience; and,  § 13,  he  mentions  at  large  the  afore- 
faid  medicine*  and  the  ufe  thereof* 

And  thus  the  Lord  hath  alfo  made  good  in 
this  point,  what  the  apoftle  hath  left  upon  record  : 

He  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  vJe 

■ * 

ajk  or  think . Pie  hath  riot  only  put  an  end  to  the 
difficulties  which  particularly  attended  the  afore- 
faid  difeafe,  but  hath  furnifhed  us  alfo  with  feveral 
Other  good  mediciries  in  Very  defperate  cafes* 
XXXVIII.  It  was,  and  is  like  ft  ill  to  prove,  a 
great  advantage  to  us,  that  the  Lord,  by  a moft 
remarkable  Providerice,  excited  certain  perfons 
here  and  there,  to  fuch  a tender  and  charitable 
difpofition  towards  the  poor,  that  they  made  it  as 
it  were  their  own  bufinefs  to  fupport  it,  by  the 
moft  endearing  marks  of  their  concurrence.  And 
thefe  I may  defervedly  call  the  fathers  and  mo- 
thers of  our  poor* 

I do  here  not  only  mean  thofe  fubffantial  per- 
fons, who  gencrouflyjaid  out  part  of  their  wealth 

K to 
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to  relieve  the  poor,  whereof  the  faregoing  account 
has  informed  the  reader;,  but  alfoeven  fuch  as, 
by  reafon  of  the  fmallnefs  of  their  eflate,  were 
unable  to  give  any  thing  eonfiderable  themfelves, 
yet  have  left  vifible  tokens  of  a moll  tender  af- 
fection towards  the  poor,  which  they  did  either 
by  the  means  of  good  advice,  or  hearty  inter- 
ceffton  with  others;  nay,  by  their  own  unwearied 
diligence,  and  more  efpeeially  by  their  fervent 
prayers  to  God. 

I muff  needs  confefs,  that  I have  fometimes 
greatly  admired  the  earned:  care,  with  which  the 
Lord  hath  inclined  fome  to  take  a particular  fur* 
vey  of  the  need  of  the  poor,  and  to  fupport  them 
accordingly.  So  that  1 often  have  remembered 
St.,  Paul's  faying  in  fuch  cir  cum  flan  ce  s : But  thanks 
he  to  God,  which  .put  the  fame  earneft  care  into  the 
heart  of  Titus  for  yau.  i Cor.  viii.  16.  Truly  this 
afforded  us  no  fmall  occahon  to  praife  the  Name 

1 1 • ' # t c J * * 

of  God. 

I know  there  is  no  need  of  making  particular 
mention  of  fuch  perfons  as  the  Lord  has  been 
pleafed  to  infpire  with  fo  tender  a fenfe  towards 
our  poor.  True  charity  keepeth  always  within 
the  bounds  of  humility,  and  doth  not  in  the  leaft 
affedt  any  applaufe  of  men.  This  then  reftraineth 
me  from  inferting  here  fuch  inftances,  efpeeially 
fince  I know  how  apt  the  world  is  to  pafs  the  worft 
conftru&ion  upon  fueh  actions.  But  notwithfland- 

ing 
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ing  this,  I cannot  forbear  to  take  notice  in  this 
place,  of  one  particular  inftance  the  Lord  hath 
bellowed  upon  us,;  and  this  not  out  of  flattery,, 
or  other  Snifter  end,  but  out  of  an  hearty  thank- 
fulnefs  towards  a perfon,  who  did  not  receive  the 
leaft  requital,  befldes  our  prayers,  as  long  as  ihe 
lived. 

This  was  the  Lady  Maria  Sophia  (Pudewell) 
Marfhall,  whom  God,  about  the  latter  end  of  the 
paft  year,  and  in  the  fifty-feventh  year  of  her  age, 
hath  called  to  himfelf.  As  foon  as  the  fi.rft  ftcp 
was  made  towards  the  erecting  of  an  hofpital,  her 
heart  was  poffeffed  with  fuch  a tender  feafc  of 
love  and  kindnefs,  that  ihe  looked  upon  this 
affair  as  a bufinefs  of  her  own,  particularly  com- 
mited  to  her  truff,  and  accordingly  ihe  took  a 
motherly  care  for  carrying  on  the  fame. 

To  give  you  a Ihort  view  of  her  excellent  cha- 
rity, I muff  acquaint  you,  that  it  was  her  cuffom 
exaflly  to  inform  herfelf  what  was  moff  wanting 
in  the  hofpital,  and  then  Ihe  confidered  whether 
(he  could  procure  us  any  help  ; which  Ihe  did  by 
advertising  of  others,  either  by  letter,  or  in  con- 
ference, or  by  fome  means  or  other. 

All  what  ffie  got  together,  by  the  blefling  of 
God,  for  the  benefit  of  the  hofpital,  ihe  would 
fet  down  in  writing.  If  Ihe  got  any  money,  Ihe 
would  buy  fuch  things  which  were  moff  wanting, 
$nd  conveniently  to  be  had  in  the  place  where 

Kz  ihe 
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ftie  lived.  One  time  fhe  fent  in  two  hundred  fhirts 
for  poor  children,  and  part  of  the  linen  was  woven 
and  whitened  at  her  own  charge.  And  this  being  * 
done,  Ihe  would  prevail  with  others  to  make  them 
Up,  out  of  the  fame  principle  of  charity.  The 
like  fhe  did  with  hats,  caps,  and  other  things  of 
that  nature  ; likewife  with  houlhoid  Huff  of  pewr 
ter,  copper, 

The  pain  and  trouble  Ihe  underwent  in  perform 
is  hardly  to  be  paralleled.  She  was  not  in  the 
leaft  detered  from  ferying  the  poor  by  the  vinr 
charitable  penfur.es  of  the  wprld,  and  ihe  had  not 
the  leaft  profpedfc  of  getting  any  outward  ad- 
vantage by  it.  She  was  always  full  of  praifes  and 
thankfgivings  for  the  blefting  the  Lord  beftowed 
Upon  pur  undertaking,  and  her  letters  were  indited 
in  the  fame  ftyle, 

Her  greateft  trouble  w$s,  that  Ihe  could  do  no 
mote  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor;  and  her  greateft: 
joy,  when  fhe  heard  of  a new  blelfing  attending 
us.  In  the  midft  of  her  charitable  efforts,  fhe 
was  careful  not  to  fend  too  many  poqr  of  her  owq 
recommendation,  knowing  that  we  already  had 
our  complement ; and  when  now  and  then  a poor 
orphan  came  in  her  way,  which  Ihe  took  for  a 
proper  objeft  of  her  compaflion,  before  fhe  fent 
the  fame  to  us,  Ihe  would  make  a very  modeft 
inquiry  whether  it  might  be  received ; as  if  Ihe 
had  never  beftowed  the  Jeaft  benefit  upon  us ; 

neither 
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neither  did  Hie  exprefs  the  leaft  difpleafure,  nor 
.was  her  zeal  for  the  hofpital  at  all  abated,  when 
fhe  was  told,  that  at  prefent  it  was  impoflible  for 
us  to  accomplifh  her  defire ; fhe  being  otherwife 
fully  convinced  of  our  readinefs  to  comply  with 
her  delire  in  any  thing  that  lay  in  our  power* 
And  even  in  the  midft  of  her  bodily  weaknefles, 
(which  increafed  the  winder)  almoft  continually 
oppreffing  her,  and  growing  more  upon  her  in  the 
latter  part  of  her  life,  fhe  would  not  lay  afide  her 
ufual  concern  for  the  hofpital.  Nay,  all  her 
prayers,  and  very  dying  fpeeches,  would  favor  of 
that  tender  fepfe  ihe  had  for  gur  poor,  till  Ihe 
pafied  out  of  this  into  another  life. 

Now  the  Lord  is  not  unrighteous,  that  he 
lhould  forget  the  works  and  labor  of  her  love^ 
which  Ihe  undertook  for  his  Name’s  fake ; not 
difdaining  to  fer-ve  Christ  in  his  poor  members. 

He  had  here  filled  her  heart  with  mod  ardent 
flames  of  love,  and  now,  fhe  having  kept  her  hope 
to  tfie  end,  we  believe  fhe  died  ip  the  Lord,  and 
her  works  followed  her . 

XXXIX.  It  proved  another  great  furtherance 
to  my  defign,  That  the  Lord,  from  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  undertaking,  had  always  fupported 
me  with  the  concurrence  of  fuch  fellow-laborers 
as  fincerely  loved  God  and  their  neighbor.  This 
happily  prevented  all  manner  of  worldly  bye-ends,  , 
relating  to  fecular  advantage  and  felf-intereft, 

which 
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which  are  more  agreeable  to  the  character  of  an  - 
hireling,  than  of  a faithful  laborer  in  (Christ's 
vineyard.  They  have,  on  the  contrary,  looked 
upon  this  undertaking  as  a work  of  God,  and 
accordingly  have  thought  their  fervice  fhould  be 
dire&ed  to  the  attainment,  not  of  human  applaufe, 
but  of  divine  acceptance,  in  what  they  underwent 
for  the  good  of  their  fellow  creatures,  even  in  the 
midft  of  many  hardfhips  and  trials,  to  which,  un- 
der a generous  felf- denial,  they  themfelves  have 
been  expofed. 

To  the  fame  mercy  of  God  over  us,  I intirely 
afcribe,  that  all  manner  of  debates,  ftrife,  envy, 
and  other  finifter  practices  of  that  nature,  fo  hap- 
pily have  been  prevented  amongft  them.  They 
have  rather  borne  one  another’s  burden ; and  not 
only  taken  what  care  they  could  of  the  things  and 
perfons  which  have  been  committed  to  the  parti- 
cular charge  of  each  of  them,  but  have  mutually 
encouraged  one  another,  when  they  pbfejrved  that 
their  fellow-laborer  could  carry  on  the  affair  in 
which  Hie  was  engaged  to  a greater  petfe&ion. 
When  I myfelf  have  been  now  and  then  put  upon 
any  thing  of  hardfhip,  they  not  onlyWrtily  joined 
with  me  in  prayer,  but  did  whatever  they  could 
to.  eafe  the  burden  I was  under,  pne  way  qr  other. 
In  this  conditiJS  of  affairs,  they  had  many  op- 
^ portunities  for  the  exercife  qf  their  faith  and 
/ charity  j and  «as,  on  the  one  hand,  they  gained 
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much  experience,  fo,  on  the  other,  they  have 
been  fupported  by  many  marks  of  God’s  loving 
kindnefs  attending  their  endeavors.  Thefe  many 
fpiritual  advantages  made  them  not  regard  the 
plaufible  fuggeftions  of  certain  perfons,  who  under 
many  fpecious  pretences,  both  by  letters  and  by 
difcourfe,  endeavored  to  divert  them  from  the 
undertaking  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

All  the  fupplies  Providence  hath  fo  wonder- 
fully bellowed  upon  us,  would  hardly  have  an- 
fwered  expectation,  if,  through  the  gracious  Pro- 
vidence of  God,  I had  not  procured  lincere  and 
faithful  men  for  the  management  thereof.  And 
I mult  confefs,  I more  admire  this  branch  of 
God’s  Providence,  than  the  richelt  mines  of  filver 
and  gold  : and  jultly  enumerate  it  amonglt  the 
means,  whereby  the  whole  undertaking  has  been 
begun,  and  thus  far  carried  on.  And  I do  not 
doubt  in  the  lealt  of  God’s  blefiing,  and  good 
fuccefs,  fo  long  as  he  jfhall  vouchfafe  us  fuch  la- 
borers as  impartially  confult  their  confciences,  and 
Hand  free  of  that  curfed  lin  of  covetoufnefs* 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  vain  and  covetous 
hirelings  would  bring  nothing  but  a curfe  upon 
the  work. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  many  hard  trials , under  which  the  JVork , 
through  the  mighty  Protection  and  Blejfmg  of 
GOD9  hath  been  carried  on** 

i.  Because  many,  for  want  of  fufficient  in- 
formation, have  conceived  wrong  notions  of  the 
whole  affair*  and  fo  milled  of  the  truth  ; and  others, 

* « The  reader  will  find  that  the  devil  is  turned  com- 
mentator*  No  fooner  does  God  difplay,  or  make  known  his 
promifed  goodnefs,  but  the  devil  puts  his  infernal  conltru&ion 
upon  it,  in  order  to  damp  the  zeal  of  the  inftrument  that  Go» 
makes  ufe  of,  and  to  cut  off  every  fupply  that  Ihould  promote 
and  further  the  caufe  of  Go  d . 

<e  The  malice  of  the  devil,  the  Hander  oT  the  world,  and 
the  cruel  afperfions  of  feeret  enemies;  that  this  bleffed  fervant 
of  God  met  with,  was  enough,  one  would  have  thought,  to 
have  abated  his  zeal,  and  put  his  faith  out  of  countenance. 
But  he  Hill  went  on  in  the  Lord’s  work,  relying  on  the  Lord’s 
power,  and  depending  on  the  Lord’s  promiie,  until  he  com- 
pleated  it,  to  the  honor  of  God,  the  comfort  of  his  own  foul, 
and  to  the  confufion  of  his  enemies. 

« This  note  is  inferted,  that  the  reader  may  not  be  dif- 
couraged,  if  he  be  engaged  in  the  Lord’s  work;  becaufe 
thofe  who  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  devil,  and  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  world,  have  no  reward  of  our  Father  who  is 
in  heaven : while,  on  the  othir  hand,  they  that  expeft  their 
reward  to  be  great  in  heaven,  muft  alfo  expe&  nothing  but 
reproach  from  the  world,  for  their  labors  in  the  Lord.— * 
Be  it  fo  ; it  only  ferves  to  embitter  this  world  the  more  ; and 
that,  in  the  end,  will  make  heaven  the  Tweeter.” 

out 
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out  of  what  hath  been  faid  concerning  the  mani- 
fold admirable  proofs  of  God’s  Providence,  might 
perhaps  find  themfelves  prompted  to  thihk,  that 
for  as  much  as  we  have  obtained  every  thing  we 
wanted,  after  an  hearty  application  to  the  Lord, 
the  enterprize  has  been  carried  on  without  any 
trials  and  difficulties ; I think  it  neceftary  to  fet 
the  bufinefs  in  its  full  light,  arid  to  fubjoin  here  a 
jhort  account  of  feveral  hard , and,  to  fiejh  and  bloody 
almojl  infupportable  circumjlances , under  which  the 
work  has  lain  ever  fince  its  firft  beginning* 

Some  have  been  very  liberal  of  their  reflections, 
faying,  “ That  at  firft  this  was  a work  of  faith 
“ indeed,  but  now  it  hath  loft  that  character, 
“ there  being  a fufficient  ftock  provided  to  carry 
“ it  on.”  Others,  u That  it  was  no  great  bufinefs 
te  for  any  one  to  fet  up  an  hofpital,  that  had 
“ wherewithal  to  do  it.”  But  fuch  men  have 
been  abfolute  ftrangers  both  to  the  frame  of  my 
mind,  and  the  circumftances  attending  the  affair, 
elfe  I am  fure  they  would  far  otherwife  have  con- 
ceived of  this  matter* 

Though  the  being  furriifhed  with  a fund  fuf- 
ficient for  the  poor,  might  place  a man  above  the 
reach  of  many  fuch  trials,  yet  it  would  require 
ftill  a conftant  care  and  application  to  manage  it 
well  and  faithfully.  But  what  difficulties  he  is 
to  wade  through,  that  has  not  the  leaft  fettled 
provifion,  and  yet  a great  many  people  about 
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him  who  expert  to  be  fed  and  cloathed,  and  fur- 
niflied  with  other  neceffaries,  nobody  is  able  to 
judge,  but  he  that  has  made  the  experiment ; 
of  which  thoie  parents  who  are  obliged  to  pro- 
vide but  for  one  poor  family,  are  the  moll  com- 
petent judges.  He  whofe  cellar  and  kitchen  are 
ftored  with  all  manner  of  plenty,  is  quite  a ftranger 
to  thele  trials  ; and  human  reafon  doth  not  fee  be* 
yond  the  fphere  of  things  prefent ; whenever  thefe 
fail,  it  is  ready  to  give  all  over  for  loft. — Faith 
works  beft  when  reafon  is  out  of  the  buiinefs. 

II.  Now  fuch  hours  of  probation,  wherein  I was 
reduced  to  the  mtmod  poverty,  have  not  once,  but 
very  often  come  upon  me ; in  which  not  only  I 
had  nothing,  but  could  not  fo  much  as  efpy  any 
means  by  which  we  might  be  fupplied. 

When  I fird  fet  myfelf  about  this  bufinefs,  I 
thought  that  the  Loro,  in  the  firft  onfet  of  po- 
verty, would  prefently  relieve  the  neceflity.  But 
I did  not  then  know  the  meaning  of  that  expreflion. 
Mine  hour  is  not  yet  come : and  that  Providence  now 
and  then  traceth  fuch  untrodden  paths,  that  human 
reafon  is  not  able  to  follow.  And  this  proveth  a 
comment  upon  David’s  faying;  But  thouy  0 Lord, 
how  long  f 

It  has  often  happened  that  I had  not  one  farthing 
left,  though  the  next  day  the  Reward  was  to  go  to 
market  to  buy  provifion  for  about  three  hundred 
perfons. 


Now 
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Now  and  then  I was  obliged  to  pick  together 
fuch  pence  and  farthings  as  were  laid  afide  for  the 
benefit  of  thofe  poor  people  that  beg  from  door 
to  door. 

Such  things  as  were  not  abfolutely  neceflary, 
have  been  turned  into  money  to  buy  bread. 

. We  happened  once  to  be  in  the  utmoft  want, 
when  the  fteward  finding  me  void  of  all  relief, 
went  back  with  an  heavy  heart,  to  fee  whether  he 
could  fcrape  together  two  groats,  to  buy  fome 
candles,  that  the  children  might  not  be  forced  to 
fit  in  the  dark ; and  he  found  nothing  till  night 
came  on. 

And  fo  it  has  often  fallen  out,  that  the  fteward 
having  given  me  notice  of  the  prefent  want,  has 
been  obliged  to  go  empty  away ; and  I mult  con- 
fefs  that  the  frame  of  my  mind  was  not  then  per- 
plexed at  the  want  we  were  in,  though  by  taking 
fhare  of  the  burden  that  the  other  lay  under,  I 
was  not  a little  affe&ed  with  the  croflhefs  of  his 
circumftances.  And  fuch  prefting  neceftities  have 
often  afflicted  us,  till  all  hope  of  help  and  relief  was 
expired , and  human  reafon  did  not  fee  any  manner  of 
probability  of  being  delivered  from  our  ft r aits. 

III.  In  the  extremity  of  fuch  want  and  poverty, 
it  has  fundry  times  fallen  out,  that  many  of  the 
begging  poor,  not  only  in  our  own  neighbourhood, 
but  alfo  from  remote  places,  have  very  importu- 
nately prefled  us  to  make  provifion  for  them,  as 

L z if 


76  THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PROVIDENCE. 

if  there  had  been  a great  fund  of  money  in  my 
houfe  ready  to  be  diftrlbuted.  And  if  I was  not 
able  to  fupply  their  neceffities  with  a prefent 
relief,  I needed  not  think  it  ftrange  that  foul 
fpeeches  and  unkind  cenfures  were  uttered  againft 
me. — This  is  no  wonder,  for  Ifrael  was  ready  to 
(tone  Mofes  for  bread,  when  he  was  in  as  great 
want  as  they. 

Nay,  in  the  midft  of  fueh  trials  of  want  and 
poverty,  there  have  been  perfons  who  attempted 
at  the  fame  time  to  get  from  me  ten,  twenty,  an 
hundred,  feveral  hundreds,  yea,  a thoufand,  and 
fome  thoufands  of  crowns  ; and  when  I told  them 
that  all  this  was  beyond  my  ability,  I being  my- 
felf  in  great  (traits,  they  would  exclaim  againft 
me  as  void  of  charity  and  cqmpaftion  towards  men, 
and  truft  in  God. 

Others  have  forced  the  poor  upon  me,  without 
making  the  leaft  enquiry  whether  there  was  any 
provifion  in  ftore  for  their  relief.  Some  of  thefe, 
whenever  it  was  poflible,  have  been  taken  in ; and 
fome  have  been  fent  back,  though  with  great 
relu&ance;  unavoidable  nepeffity  obliging  me  to 
fuch  a procedure. 

After  we  were  fully  (locked  with  poor,  and 
utterly  unable  to  receive  any  more,  'there  were 
neverthelefs  fome,  who  by  their  earned  felicita- 
tions to  get  into  the  houfe,  wearied  me,  and  put 
me  to  a great  deal  of  forrovv  and  companion. 

Nay, 
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Nay,  I fcruple  not  to  fay,  that  the  care  for  thofe 
who  actually  were  received  into  the  hofpital,  was 
not  fo  heavy  upon  me,  as  the  prefling  importunities 
of  thofe  who  were  not  received,  and  whofe  re- 
quells  I was  not  able  to  fulfil. 

IV.  Thefe  difficulties  were  commonly  accom- 
panied with  great  unthankfuinefs  from  many  peo- 
ple, which  alone  had  been  fufficient  to  wear  out 
the  molt  refolute  patience;  efpecially  in  one  that 
would  make  it  his  bufinefs  rather  to  pleafe  men, 
than  promote  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  welfare 
of  mankind.  This  has  been  clearly  vifible  in  the 
conduct  of  fome,  who  not  only  have  been  mofl 
backward  in  lending  an  helping  hand  towards 
carrying  on  fo  difficult  an  enterprize,  though  tend- 
ing to  the  common  benefit  of  the  town  and  coun- 
try ; but  have  alfo  paflfed  the  mofl;  ralh  cenfures 
upon  fo  ufeful  an  undertaking,  entertaining  many 
odd  fufpicions  againfl  it,  and  believing  all  man- 
ner of  groundlefs  reports  and  calumnies  thrown 
upon  it ; and  by  fuch  uncharitable  proceedings 
have  put  me  to  many  difficulties : nay,  if  I endea- 
vored by  lawful  ways  to  procure  fome  help  for 
the  hofpital,  they  have  bent  the  whole  force  of 
their  wit-  againfl:  it. 

V.  But  Hill  greater  has  been  the  ingratitude  of 
fome,  whofe  children,  or  thofe  of  their  relations, 
have  been  taken  into  the  hofpital  out  of  mere 
pompaffion,  being  reduced  to  beggarly  want  and 
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poverty,  and  maintained  at  lead  in  fchooling,  if 
not  alfo  in  deaths,  diet,  and  other  neceflaries. 
Thefe  now  being  excited  partly  by  their  own 
malice,  partly  by  the  fpiteful  contrivance  and 
falfe  fuggeftions  of  other  people,  have  fpread 
about  the  country  the  mod:  abominable  reports 
and  imputations,  indead  of  a thankful  acknow- 
ledgment, One  time  they  would  give  out,  that 
the  children  were  .ufed  more  inhumanly  in  their 
diet  than  the  very  dogs ; another  time,  that  they 
were  expofed  to  the  intolerable  hardfhip  of  in- 
e ell  ant  labor  • whild  fuch  as  even  pretended  to 
vindicate  the  management  of  our  affairs,  though 
they  would  excufe  me,  did  yet  lay  the  blame 
upon  them  that  were  intruded  with  the  imipte^ 
diate  ordering  of  the  children. 

' By  thefe  and  the  like  groundlefs  imputations, 
the  firft  contrivers  whereof  have  been  much  coun- 
tenanced by  others  of  the  fame  difpofition,  many 
well-meaning  perfons.  have  now  and  then  had 
occafion  to  enquire  into  the  true  date  of  the  affair, 
and  fo  to  put  me  to  the  trouble  of  making  many 
apologies.  Not  to  mention  here  at  large,  how 
•often  I have  been  obliged  to  call  to  an  account 
thofe  that  had  any  fhare  in  the  management  of 
the  hofpital,  to  know  the  certainty  of  the  matters 
called  in  quedion ; whereby  at  that  time,  the 
bufinefs  itfelf  they  were  intruded  with  was  ob* 
drudted,  and  they  themfelves  fometimes  deje&ed, 

feeing 
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feeing  how  little  thanks  they  had  for  their 
fidelity. 

If  at  any  time  a fmall  overfight  has  happened, 
or  a falfe  flep  was  made,  (which  now  ahd  then 
will  fall  out  in  the  management  of  a family  of  a 
far  lefs  compafs)  it  was  aggravated  to  the  moft 
heinous  degree,  and  fet  forth  as  mofl  inexcufable 
and  criminal. 

VI.  But  I muff  not  forbear  to  mention  fuch  as 
having  themfelves  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  hof- 
pital,  have  left  the  mofl  vifible  marks  of  their 
ingratitude.  Children  of  a profligate  life  have, 
by  reafon  of  mofl  inveterate  ill  habits,  fhaken  off 
all  manner  of  rule  and  good  difcipline,  and  at 
laflrun  away;  and  having  thus  made  their  efcape, 
have  fpread  abroad  a world  of  lyes,  and  flan- 
derous  reports,  to  caff  the  better  glofs  on  their 
own  extravagant  and  unaccountable  proceedings : 
or  if  they  ffaid,  they  have  however  fpun  out  of 
their  own  brains  abundance  of  lyes  and  calumnies, 
and  communicated  them  to  their  mothers,  or  fome 
other  relations  ; who  believing  them,  without  any 
farther  enquiry,  have  thought  it  their  duty  to 
commiferate  their  hard  ufage,  and  to  take  them 
away,-  and  fo  have  fpread  abroad  farther  and  far- 
ther  the  flanders  malicioufly* contrived  by  their 
own  children. 

From  fome  fludents  alfo  we  have  received  a 
like  treatment.  Some  being*  reduced  to  great 

want 
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want  both  of  maintenance  and  education,  hlvd 
been  taken  into  the  hofpital : but  irreligion  and 
prophanenefs  having  got  fo  deep  footing  in  fome 
of  them,  that  they  baffled  all  attempt?  tending  td 
the  reformation  of  their  manners*  we  thought  it 
at  lad  our  duty  to  clear  the  hofpital  from  the  dan- 
gerous contagion  of  fo  diffulive  an  evil.  Asfoon 
as  they  were  removed,  they  made  it  their  bufinefs 
to  cad  abundance  of  afperlions  upon  it  up  and 
down  in  the  country,  and  fo  have  milled  many 
people  into  rafh  and  bitter  cenfures,  thinking 
they  had  reafon  enough  to  believe  thefe  that  had 
been  admitted  into  the  hofpital,  and  were  Cye- 
witneiTes  of  many  things  that  had  been  done 
there. 

VII.  But  I forbear  to  fet  down  any  more  of 
fuch  uncharitable  cenfures,  as  have  been  paffed 
on  this  charitable  undertaking.  Thofe  who  pre- 
tended to  be  mod  moded  in  cenfuring,  and  to 
keep  within  bounds,  would  not  fcruple  to  accufe 
us  of  a bold  preemption  in  this  affair:  and  to 
make  good  what  they  alledged,  would  quote  our 
Saviour’s  words  : MO. 'rich  of  you  Intending  to  build 
a tower , fitteth  not  down  firjl  and  counteth  the  cofi , 
whether  he  have  fufficient  to  finiJJo  it  ? Perhaps,  be- 
caufe  they  themfelves  were  never  accudomed  to 
extend  their  trud  in  God  beyond  their  purfe,  or 
the  ready  provifion  laid  up  in  their  vaults  or  ftore- 
houfes,  they  think  it  d range  and  unreafopable  that 

others 
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ethers  fiiould  make  greater  advances,  and  arrive 
at  a pitch  of  confidence  in  God,  to  which  they 
are  altogether  Grangers*  Or  becaufe  they  never 
were  ufed  to  commit  themfelves  intirely  to  God’s 
Providence,  and  to  depend  upon  his  affiftance, 
they  account  it  a folecifm  in  conduct  to  rely 
rather  on  the  living  God,  than  on  the  uncertain 
mammon  of  unrighteoufnefs,  whether  of  them- 
felves or  others.  As  if  it  was  not  a much  fafet 
way  to  reckon  upon  the  powerful  and  infallible 
affiftande  of  the  great  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth, 
than  to  truft  to  the  unftablepromifes  of  the  wealthy, 
or  have  confidence  in  one’s  own  pofifeflions. 

Befides  this,  they  have  not  well  confidered  what 
a vaft  difference  there  is  betwixt  a building  con- 
trived for  the  gratifying  our  own  eafe  and  luxury, 
or  exprefiing  our  grandeur,  as  Babylon  was  by 
the  builders  thereof,  and  one  eredted  merely  for 
the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the  poor  and  diftrelfed 
people,  without  any  felfifh  regard  to  our  own  eafe 
or  fatisfadfion ; the  main  fcope  whereof  is  the 
glory  of  God.  He  that  engageth  in  the  former, 
has  reafon  enough  to  confult  his  purfe  ; but  who- 
ever engages  in  the  latter,  may  reafonably  look 
for  a better  and  higher  Support,  even  no  lefs  than 
the  Lord  himfelf,  who  mu  ft  ftrengthen  his  faith, 
and  carry  him  through  the  powers  of  darknefs, 
and  the  oppofitions  which  Satan  is  apt  to  raife 
againfl  it — as  well  as  his  children. 
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VIII.  But  neither  has  the  building  itfelf  efcaped 
f*he  froward  cenfures  of  ill-meaning  people ; it 
being  foinetimes  cenfured  on  account  of  its  bignefs, 
and  fometimes  on  account  of  its  magnificence . Unto 
fuch  I have  anfwered  in  fhort,  “ 1 mull  needs  know 
“ of  what  bignefs  and  value  the  houfe  ought  to 
“ be,  which  is  neceffary  to  compleat  my  delign. 
<c  But  in  the  mean  time  I allure  you,  that  when 

the  Lord  hath  finilhed  this  houfe.  He  will  be 
as  able  and  rich  to  provide  for  the  poor  that 
16  are  to  lodge  therein,  as  he  was  before.”  And 
common  reafon  certainly  fhews  us,  that  an  houfe 
which  fome  hundreds  of  people  are  to  dwell  in, 
mull  needs  be  made  of  a larger  compals  than  a 
private  one. 

IX.  Others  have  concerned  themfelves  more 
than  they  needed,  in  expreffing  their  apprehen- 
lions,  left  my  relations,  after  /ny  death,  might 
attempt  to  appropriate  to  themfelves  fuch  goods 
as  have  been  bought  up  for  the  poor.  Whereas 
they  might  have  more  rationally  concluded,  that 
I Ihould  not  fail  to  preferve  thefe,  by  the  means 
of  a plain  teflament,  from  that  terrible  curfe 
which  they  would  thence  draw  on  themfelves  by’ 
fo  heinous  an  adt  of  facrilege ; and  thereby  to 
guard  them  fo,  as  they  may  not  fall  under  the 
leal!  cenfure  of  unjulUy  impropriating  the  goods 
of  others.  And  though  at  the  prefent,  with  ap* 
probation  of  the  benefadtors,  I buy  now  and  then 

feveral 
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fev.eral  neceflaries  under  my  name,  which  never- 
thelefs  do  truly  belong  to  the  poor,  and  which  l 
fuppofe  may  have  eccafioned  the  aforefaid  af- 
perfion;  yet  there  is  no  want  either  of  public  or 
private  records,  of  fuch  goods  as  belong  to  the 
poor.  And  now,  after  all,  I take  the  freedom  to 
obferve,  that  fuch  perfons  as  have  themfelves  be- 
ftowed  none  of  their  treafure  towards  the  advance- 
ment of  this  hofpital,  may  and  ought  to  leave  thefe 
concerns  to  the  promoters  thereof,  who,  I fuppofe, 
will  not  be  wanting  to  take  care  to  fee  their  cha- 
rity employed  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  according  to 
their  intention. 

X,  Others  again,  feeing  the  undertaking  car- 
ried on  to  a pretty  good  degree,  would  endeavor 
to  perfuade  themfelves  and  others,  that  I was  now 
wearied  of  it,  and  wiihed  it  had  even  never  been 
attempted  ; whereas  I do  not  remember  that  ever 
fuch  a thought  came  into  my  mind  ; but  on  the 
contrary,  meeting  therein  with  fo  many  fignal 
proofs  of  God’s  Providence,  I have  found  my- 
felf,  more  and  more,  llill  encouraged  to  go  on, 
with  my  fellow-laborers,  in  the  work  fo  happily 
begun. 

XI.  Others  have  judged,  and  that  perhaps 
without  any  ill  delign,  that  the  management  of 
fo  many  fchools  and  foundations,  made  for  the 
poor,  and  the  many  cares  and  di (trad ions  derived 
from,  thence  upon  me,  would  hinder  my  progrefs 
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in  religion . But  as  to  this,  I can  verily  affure  them, 
without  injuring  the  truth  at  all,  that  as,  on  the 
one  hand,  X never  in  all  my  former  life  obtained 
fuch  infight  into  the  ways  of  God,  as  I have  done 
by  the  help  of  thefe  manifold  trials  through  which 
his  Providence  hath  carried  me ; fo,  on  the  other, 

I never  met  with  better  and  more  frequent  op* 
portunities  and  incitements  to  the  habitual  exeroife 
of  faith,  charity,  and  patience,  wherein,  beyond 
controverfy,  true  and  apoftolical  religion  doth 
confift,  than  in  the  circumdapces  wherein  X have 
been  on  this  occafion. 

For  my  part,  I thought  it  much  better  to  lend 
an  helping  hand  to  my  fellow  creatures,  in  imita* 
tion  of  the  tender-hearted  Samaritan,  than  to  pafs 
by  fatisfied  with  an  empty  fpeculation,  like  the 
prieft  and  the  Levite  ; and  I thank  God  that  I 
have  learnt  how  the  poor  generally  Hand  affefted, 
to  which  I was  a ftranget  before. 

XII.  Others  have  thought  the  management  of 
fo  many  fchools  would  prove  an  hinderance  to 
the  pajloral  care  I was  engaged  in  ; whereas  they 
fhould  rather  have  concluded,  that  fo  vaft  a num- 
ber of  fellow-laborers,  amounting  to  half  an 
hundred,  and  more,  joining  their  endeavors  in  the 
work  of  reformation,  muft  needs  carry  it  higher, 
than  if  I ihould  preach  myfelf  to.  death,  being 
left  alone  to  manage  fo  important  a charge.  Be - 
fades  which  I have  a curate,  who  fuftains  no  fmali 

part 
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part  of  the  paftoral  care,  and  has  hitherto  anfvvered 
the  character  of  a faithful,  induftrious,  and  watch^ 
ful  minifler. 

XIII.  Befides  this,  I have  obferved  that  many 
have  been  influenced  to  fuch  a degree  by  the 
father  of  lyes,  as  even  to  forge  many  malicious 
inventions  on  purpofe  to  hinder  our  fuccefs.  Some* 
times  they  would  make  people  believe  that  whole 
tuns  and  waggon  loads,  or,  at  lead,  facks  full  of 
money,  were  bellowed  upon  the  hofpital.  At 
other  times,  on  the  contrary,  they  would  fay,  that 
all  was  J pent , (which  often  has  been  true  enough  :) 
adding  of  their  own,  that  now  nothing  more  came 
in,  and  our  debts  were  fo  mightily  increafed,  that 
we  were  not  able  to  difcharge  them,  which  in  a 
little  time  muft  needs  prove  the  final  overthrow 
g f the  whole  affair, 

Both  thefe  fidfions  have  proved  nolefs  injurious 
than  malicious,  reftraining  many  well-difpofed 
perfons  from  contributing  any  farther  aid  to  the 
hofpital,  becaufe  they  either  fuppofed  that  by 
reafon  of  fo  large  a provifion  as  was  talked  of, 
there  was  no  want  of  any  fupply : or  elfe  that  it 
would  be  abfolutely  in  vain  to  bellow  any  bene- 
faction upon  a work  which  was  ready  every  hour 
to  come  to  nothing, 

XIV.  Nay,  the  father  of  lyes  has  been  fo  im- 
pudent in  his  inllruments,  as  to  give  out,  that 
giany  thoufand  crowns  were  alienated  and  per- 
verted 
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verted  to  my  private  intereft.  That  the  pope 
himfelf,  p aphis,  and  all  manner  of  fe&aries,  fent 
m money.  Such  and  the  like  ftories  have  now 
and  then  been  heard  to  drop  even  from  the 
mouths  of  thofe  of  whom  one  would  think  they 
fliould  have  had  more  undeiftanding  than  to  be- 
lieve fuch  ridiculous  tales  themfelves.  Jn  fine, 
I mull  fay,  that  both  ill  and  well-difpofed  perfons 
have  been  too  rafh  in  palling  their  cenfures  upon 
the  work  ; the  former  from  their  own  malicious 
contrivance;  the  latter  for  want  of  iufficient  cir- 
cumfpe&ion,  giving  too  much  credit  to  ground* 
lefs  reports  ; by  which,  though  they  have  not 
been  able  to  obflrud  my  proceeding  in  the  work, 
yet  they  have  indeed  created  fome  forrow  in  me, 
and  that  more  upon  account  of  the  latter  than  of 
the  former. 

XV.  But  fuch  and  the  like  contrivances,  how 
fpiteful  foever,  are  not  to  be  paralleled  with  thofe 
that  affault  us  nearer  home,  and  which  not  only 
have  fallen  upon  me,  but  likewife  (as  was  hinted 
before)  upon  thofe  which  joined  their  hearts  and 
hands  with  me  in  this  affair.  Thefe  have  been 
moll  malicioufly  charged,  that  they  did  feather 
their  own  nefts  with  the  alms  bellowed  on  the 
hofpital.  Whereas  I muff  needs  fay  to  the  con? 
trary,  that  they  have  learned  to  make  fhift  with 
a very  little ; for  being  all  day  long  employed  in 
the  bufinefs  of  the  hofpital,  they  have  no  time 

left 
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left  to  get  their  living  any  other  way : and  feme- 
times  when  in  their  want  they  have  been  relieved 
by  other  charitable  perfons,  they  have  willingly 
parted  with  it,  to  thofe  who  Were  in  greater  ftraitS 
than  themfelves.  Nay,  feme  of  them  have  fold 
their  books  and  cloaths,  in  cafe  of  extreme  want, 
to  make  provifion  for  the  poor* 

XVI.  How  often  God  has  fupported  them  in 
the  midft  of  fuch  trials  as  generally  attend  fuck 
an  undertaking,  and  raifed  their  finking  fplrits 
above  the  reach  of  fhe  outward  difficulties  they 
were  to  pafs  through,  might  be  made  plain  by 
many  inftances;  but,  to  be  ffiort,  I ffiall  produce 
but  one. 

When  the  building  of  the  hofpital  was  but  juft 
begun,  and  the  workmen  employed  to  carry  off 
the  rubbifh,  the  ffeward,  or  he  who  was  intruded 
with  the  chief  management  of  the  undertaking, 
met  with  abundance  of  difficulties.  The  laborers 
one  time  wanting  Hones,  another  time  fand  or 
lime,  tired  him  very  much  with  their  importunate 
demands;  he  not  being  in  a condition  then  to 
afford  a prefent  fupply,  becaufe  there  were  neither 
horfes  of  our  own,  nor  the  lead  appearance  of 
getting  any  hired  for  that  ufe,  it  being  juft  in  tjie 
height  of  harveft. 

This  now  very  much  difcouraged  him,  and  caff 
him  into  forrow  and  perplexity;  when  finding  his 
thoughts  overcaft  with  deep  care  and  concern,  he 

got 
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got  away  into  his  clofet,  to  be  for  a while  fey 
himfelf,  and  in  fome  meafure  to  recollect  the 
fcattered  powers  of  his  mind*  He  was  but  juft 
retired,  and  venting  himfelf  to  God  in  fighs  and 
groanings,  when  the  mafter  bricklayer  followed 
him  at  his  heels,  and  called  him  back  out  of  his 
privacy,  telling  him  withal,  that  ftoiles  and  other 
neceffaries  were  immediately  to  be  provided, 
otherwife  the  workmen  would  eeafe  from  theif 
work,  and  yet  demand  their  full  pay*  This  caft 
him  down  yet  lower  ; however,  away  he  went  with 
the  bricklayer,  though  he  did  not  know  how  to 
break  through  thefe  difficulties  that  furrounded 
him. 

When  he  came  to  the  place  where  the  men 
were  at  work,  one  of  the  laborers  happened  to 
find  a piece  of  coin  in  the  rubbiih  that  was  dug 
up.  This  he  offered  to  the  fteward,  who  took  it, 
and  looking  upon  it,  he  found  the  following 
words  impreffed  thereon : 


nw 

Jehovah 

Condi  for 

the  Builder 

Condi  t a 

crown  this 

Coronide 

Building  with  a 

Coronet 

happy  conclufion. 

The  reading  of  this  infcription  raifed  his  fink- 
ing faith  to  that  degree,  that  with  great  prefence 

and 
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and  readinefs  of  mind  he  went  to  work  again, 
hoping  now  that  he  fhould  live  to  fee  the  build- 
ing brought  to  perfection,  though  at  prefent, 
while  they  were  blit  breaking  Up  the  foundation, 
we  had  to  encounter  with  many  difficulties.  In 
the  mean  time  he  contrived  a way  to  get  together 
fuch  neceffiaries  as  the  bricklayer  had  minded  him 
t)f ; and  within  a few  days  it  happened  that  two 
horfes  were  made  over  to  us,  and  fome  time  after, 
two  more,  and  at  laft  another,  to  help  forward 
the  building. 

The  medal  was  an  old  piece  of  coin  of  the 
Prince  of  Weimar,  upon  which  a friend  has  made 
the  following  Epigram. 

Pauperibus  fa  eras  eih&rct  ciitn  Prankius  ecdcSy 
Miranda  occultis  ara  reperta  loch . 

Arcanum  ctieli  prodit  res  ilia  favor  cm, 

Et  fperare  pi'os  optima  quteque  jubci. 
ipfc  fuis  augur  fpondet  bona  nummus  egenisy 
Ut  Deiis  optato  fine  coronet  opus. 

Hue  affer  dum  tempus  erit,  fulvi  eeris  accrvos : 

$>uas  deaerisy  folas  Jemper  htfbebis  opes . 

When  Fianck  a feat  would  put-chafe  for  the  poor, 

A wondrous  coin  was  found  t’  augment  his  ftore  ; 
fn  whofe  infer'iption  HeavVs  high  favors  read, 

Bid  with  large  hopes  the  pious  rear  their  head. 
God’s  penny  to  his  poor  is  pledge  of  ftores, 

And  of  God’s  hand  to  crown  the  work  affiures. 
Then  bring  your  timely  offerings  in  full  meafure: 
Who  gives  to  God,  can  only  keep  his  treafure. 

N XVI f. 
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XVII.  Perfons  of  a worldly  mind,  being 
Grangers  to  fuch  circumflances  as  thefe  under 
which  the  affair  was  carried  on,  both  by  me  and 
my  fellow-laborers,  have  now  and  then  fued  for 
fome  preferment  in  the  hofp'ital  : but  when  they 
came  to  be  informed  of  the  narrownefs  of  our 
circumilances,  aru  that  our  bufinefs  was  managed 
without  any  regard  to  private  intereft ; nay,  that 
even  thofe  who  were  engaged  in  it*  muft  learn  to 
fuffer  poverty  with  the  poor ; they  loon  have  let 
fall  their  defign. 

In  fhort,  mod  people  have  entertained  too 
earthly  thoughts  of  the  bufinefs,  and  have  been 
too  apt  to  believe  it  was  fettled  on  fuch  a foum 
dation  as  tended  to  the  promotion  of  fecular  in - 
terejh 

But  fuch  and  the  like  things  as  are  managed 
under  the  My  fiery  of  the  Crofs , are  better  known 
by  experience  than  by  difcourfe.-  If  any  one  en- 
deavors, in  earned,  to  fupport  his  poor  fellow 
creatures  lying  by  the  way  fide,  in  a forlorn  con- 
dition both  of  foul  and  body,  and  out  of  fincere’ 
companion  fhall  help  to  bear  their  burden,  how 
foon  will  he  perceive  himfelf  to  lay  under  a bur- 
den heavy  enough! 
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CHAP.  IV, 

Of  the  InfpeBion  and  Direction  of  the  whole  Affair , 

A.S  for  the  infpedtion  and  direction  of  the  whole 
undertaking,  it  is  to  be  obferved, 

I.  That  it  is  grounded  upon  a daily-  conference , 
which  I hold  with  thofe  to  whom  feveral  offices 
about  the  hofpital  are  affigned,  viz.  the  fteward, 
the  infpedtor  of  the  fchools,  the  phyfician,  the 
bookfeller  and  apothecary,  with  the  infpedtor  of 
the  ftudents  in  the  hofpital.  This  conference  is 
held  in  the  evening,  from,-eight  till  nine  of  the 
clock : though  as  the  bufinefs  in  hand  may  re- 
quire, this  is  occafionally  protracted.  The  reafon 
of  pitching  on  this  hour  is,  that  we  might  not  be 
interrupted  in  the  day  time,  in  difcharging  our 
feveral  trufts,  and  myfelf  in  particular,  in  the 
pafloral  office. 

Concerning  the  conference  itfelf,  and  the  man- 
ner of  it,  it  is  begun  with  an  hearty  prayer ; and 
this  being  done,  each  of  thofe  who  are  concerned  . 
in  carrying  on  the  bufinefs,  produceth  his  memorial , 
wherein  he  has  fet  down  in  the  day  fuch  things  as 
he  thinks  fit  to  be  further  confidered  of;  which 
then  are  prefently  brought  into  debate,  and  the 
refult  thereof,  for  order’s  fake,  recorded.  After 
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we  have  thus  gone  through  fuch  points,  as  have 
been  propofed  to.  our  confideration,  and  each  of 
us  received  inftrudtions  for  the  day  fallowing, 
we  conclude  again  the  whole  conference  with  4 
prayer. 

II.  That  care  is  taken  that,  if  any  of  our  faith-* 
ful  laborers  fho.uld  be  abfent  at  any  time,  all  dif- 
orders  which  ufually  attend  fuch  alterations  be 
prevented.  To  which  end  we  have  thought  it- 
expedient,  that  an  afhftant  be  allowed  to  every  one 
that  is  in  any  place  of  truft  about  the  houfe ; whq 
is  to  lend  him  an  helping  hand,  and  to  fupply  his 
place,  in  cafe  of  neceffary  abfence. 

III.  That  as  for  the  method  of  profeduting  the 
whole  undertaking,  the  following  perfons  are  to 
be  confidercd,  viz* 

i.  The  director,  who  upon  any  emergent  oc- 
casion is  fupported  by,  2.  The  curate."  3.  The 
fie  ward.  4.  The  overfeer  or  infpedtor  of  the 
fchools.  5.  The  phyfician,  who.  is  alfo  intrufted 
with  the  infpedtion  over  the  apothecary’s  fhop. 
6.  The  bookfeller,  who  is  fully  empowered  to 
order  the  affairs  belonging  to  that  fhop.  7.  The 
principal  of  the  ftudents,  boarding  in  the  hofpital. 
All  thefe  are  the  ufual  members  of  the  aforefaid 
conference, 

IV.  That  the  mafters  of  the  charity-fchools, 
being  thirty  in  number,  hold  a weekly  com 
ference  about  the  well-ordering  and  regulating 

the  if 
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their  fchools,  at  the  houfe  of  the  infpedlor  of 
thefe  fchools. 

V.  That  there  is,  1.  A miftrefs,  or  governefs, 
who  is  intruded  to  govern  the  poor  girls  in  the 
hofpital.  2.  Another  midrefs  to  teach  them 
needle-work,  and  things  of  like  nature,  3.  Ano- 
ther that  takes  care  of  wafhing  their  linen,  and 
Jteeping  them  clean.  4.  A nurfe  to  look  after 
the  lick,  5.  An  apothecary.  6.  A farmer  that 
jnanageth  the  little  farm-houfe  at  Giebichendein. 
7.  The  baker,  who  likewife  fupplieth  the  place 
of  a gardener.  8.  A taylor : and,  9.  The  red  of 
the  domedics,  which  are  employed  in  the  kitchen, 
in  the  wafh-houfe,  in  cleanflng  the  poor,  and  in 
lighting  the  fires.  Likewife  the  apprentices  and 
hired  men  in  the  apothecary  and  bookfeller’s 
fhops,  and  the  taylor’s  lhop-board  : and,  laftly, 
the  people  that  belong  to  the  aforefaid  farm- 
Jioufe. 

Thus  much  may  ferve  to  give  a clear  appre- 
henfion  of  our  affairs,  and  how  they  are  kept  up 
£ind  carried  on  in  good  order,  without  any  didrac- 
tipn  of  my  mind. 
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CHAP.  V 


Of  the  Advantages  zvhich  may  he  expended  t 


I.  As  for  the  fpiritual  benefits  which  may  be 
expected  to  accrue  from  fuch  endeavors,  and 
which  we  are  chiefly  to  regard,  they  may  eafily 
be  gueffed  at,  confidering  the  main  fcope  of  the 
whole  undertaking ; which  is  nothing  elfe  but 
the  falvation  of  fouls,  and  their  converfion.  to  life 
everjafting*  Now  as  the  foul  is  the  principal  part 
of  a man,  and  to  be  managed  with  much  greater 
care  than  the  body  i fo  the  defign  of  the  under- 
taking was  never  to  lay  up  provifioa  for  the 
body ; but  this  was  pnly  ufed  as  the  means  to 
make  a nearer  flep  towards  the  reformation  of 
the  foub 

If  any  body  p>ut  another  confiruftion  on  it,  and 

bdpg  prejudiced  with  many  groundlefs  fufpi- 

cions,  queflion  the  fincerity  of  ou£  pretepf]ons.tC) 

that  great  end,  he  is  defired  to  have  patience  till 

the  day  comes  wherein  the  Lord  will  make  ma* 

nifefl  the  counfels  of  the  heart:  and  fo  to  leave 
% 

the  fentence  to  Gop,  who  alone  is  able  to.  fearch 
the  mod  fecret  recedes  of  the  heart ; referving 
this  as  a prerogative  mod  peculiar  to  himfelf. 


Endeavors < 


IU  la 
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II.  In  the  mean  time,  I doubt  not  but  perfons 
of  candor  and  unbialfed  judgment,  may,  without 
much  difficulty,  penetrate  into  the  bottom  of  this 
affair*  by  taking  an  impartial  Purvey  of  the  whole 
method*  whereby  the  work  is  carded  on* 

The  end  we  aim  at*  and  the  means  we  make  life 
of  for  obtaining  the  fame,  are  all  of  a piece* 
Whatever  is  applied  to  this  purpofe,  tends  dh 
reCtly  to  our  great  end,  without  the  lead  digref- 
fion  from  it.  The  means  we  ufe  are  of  that  nature* 
that  no  body  can  find  fault  with  them  under  any 
pretence  whatfoever.  The  Word  of  GOD  is  in- 
Hilled  into  the  children  from  their  youth  up,  and 
none  dare  charge  us,  no  not  with  the  lead  infi- 
nuation,  that  thefe  heavenly  oracles  are  fophidi- 
cated  either  by  human  traditions,  or  other  erro- 
neous mixtures.  Unfeigned  Faith  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  is  laid  for  a foundation,  and  a real 
fenfe  of  Godlimfs , attended  with  a confcientious 
behaviour,  are  the  mod  material  points ; to  the 
obtaining  whereof,  our  earned  endeavors  are  con- 
dandy  directed. 

As  near  as  is  poffible*  fuch  men  are  chofen  to 
manage  the  work  of  infpeCtion  and  education,  as 
we  can  fafely  rely  upon  for  their  candor  and  in- 
tegrity, as  well  as  ability*  on  that  behalf;  ex- 
pecting that  they  will  render  themfelves  worthy 
examples  both  by  their  words  and  their  aCtions* 
And  if  it  happens  that  we  unexpectedly  midake 

in 
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in  our  election,  the  perfon  convidted  of  airly  mis- 
demeanor, is  obliged  to  make  room  fot  One  that 
is  better  qualified;; 

We  prevent  alfo,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  thd 
fpreading  of  infectious  examples  amongft  the 
children,  left  they  be  perverted  frOm  the  right 
way*  And  we  take  it  very  kindly*  when  any  body 
aflifts  us  with  good  advice,  how  to  lay  a deepef 
foundation  of  the  principles  of  triie  piety*  and  of 
training  up  children  to  them.  Now  fuch  and  the 
like  things  are  known  fo  well,  that  the  moft  ma* 
MciOus  cannot  deny  it  to  be  fo; 

III.  Two  hours  are  fet  apart  every  day*  wherein 
all  manner  of  poor*  blind,  lame,  and  impotent 
perfons,  both  fuch  as  live  amongft  us,  and  fucH 
as  come  from  abroad;  as  likewife  exiles,  and  fuch 
as  have  loft  their  goods  by  fire ; and,  in  a word, 
ail  forts  of  diftreffed  people,  are  carefully'  in- 
structed in  the  principles  of  religion*  admonifhed* 
comforted,  and  at  length  fupplied  with  feme  bo- 
dily relief*  And  this  I think  every  one  will  allow 
tabe  a method  ufeful  for  the  public. good* 

IV.  Many  poor  orphans,  for  whofe  education 
no  body  was  in  the  leaf!  concerned*  and  who 
other-wife  of  neceffity  had  been  drawn  away  into 
numberlefs  diforders*  and  moft  heinous  fins*  have? 
been  witheld  from  the  dangerous  courfes  which 
a beggar’s  life  might  have  eXpofed  them  to;  and 
put  under  good  difeipline,  and  inftruCted  in  the 

Word 
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Word  of  God  : whereby  in  time  they  may  be- 
come good  Chriftians,  and  profitable  fubjedts ; 
which,  without  queition,  muft  turn  to  the  general 
good  of  the  kingdom. 

V.  Many  boys  of  good  natural  parts  and  en- 
dowments, by  reafon  of  which  they  might  be  made 
fit  for  great  undertakings,  lying  hitherto  buried 
under  the  rubbifh  of  ignorance,  for  want  of  edu- 
cation, becaufe  of  their  parents  poverty,  or  other- 
wife,  and  whofe  pregnant  genius  would  enable 
them  to  become  great  inftrument$  of  mifchief  to 
their  country,  are  now  found  out,  and  educated 
for  the  common  benefit,  to  which  they  may  fome 
time  prove  ufeful,  by  promoting  the  good  and  ad- 
vantage, whether  of  church  or  flate ; which  is  a 
thing  that  deferves  the  applaufe  of  every  one. 

VI.  More  free-fchools  have  been  fet  up  by  oc- 
cafion  of  fuch  endeavors,  whereby  parents  re- 
duced to  want,  and  unable  to  put  their  children 
to  fchool,  or  provide  them  with  neceflary  books, 
have  an  opportunity  of  fending  them  where  they 
may  be  taught  gratis  ; by  means  whereof  many  a 
youth,  who  would  otherwife  abandon  himfelf  to 
the  government  of  fenfual  and  brutifh  lulls,  is,  as 
it  were,  plucked  out  of  the  jaws  of  Satan,  and  in- 
llrudted  in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  other 
ufeful  learning ; fo  that  he  himfelf  reapeth  the 
benefit  of  the  fchool  where  he  is  bred,  and  the 
eommonwealth,  a well  qualified  member. 

O VII.  And 
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-VII.  And  what  elfe  may  fuch  foundations  to 
more  properly  accounted,  than  feminaries  fet  up 
for  the  general  good  of  the  country  ? Here  a 
foundation  is  laid  for  training  up  good  workmen 
in  all  trades ; good  fchool-mafters ; nay,  good 
preachers,  and  counfellors  $ who  of  courfe  here- 
after will  think  themfelves  the  more  obliged  to 
ferve  every  one,  becaufe  they  have  both  an  ex- 
perimental knowledge  of  God’s  Providence  from 
their  youth  up,  and  the  benefit  of  a found  and 
folid  education*  And  this  may  put  fovereign 
magiftrates  in  good  hopes,  that  from  fuch  and 
the  like  endeavors,  may  proceed  the  bed  and  mod 
faithful  fubje&s,  fitted  for  their  fervice,  who  alfo 
may  prove  inftrumental,  in  due  time,  to  retrieve 
others  from  their  vicious  courfe  of  life. 

VIII.  By  fuch  undertakings  therefore  the  coun- 
try will  be  cleared  by  degrees  of  ftubborn  beg- 
gars, thieves,  murderers,  highwaymen,  footpads/ 
and  the  whole  pack  of  loofe  and  debauched  peo- 
ple, who,  as  we  may  find,  if  we  fearch  into  the 
true  reafons  of  fueh  overflowing  wickednefs,  com- 
monly let  loofe  the  reins  to  diford  er  and  impiety, 
becaufe  they  never  imbibed  fo  much  as  the  lead 
tin&ure  of  a good  education.  Now  an  undertak- 
ing of  this  kind,  may  prove  a real  foundation  of 
putting  fome  dop  to  the  fierce  torrent  of  fuch 
headdrong  vices,  and  fo  conduce  both  to  the  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal  good  of  the  whole  country. 

IX.  Far- 
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* IX.  Farther  .;  whereas  by  fueh  charitable 'en- 
deavors for  the  folid  education  of  youth,  not  only 
a world  of  fuch  and  the  like  mifchiefs  are  pre- 
vented, and  a foundation  laid,  whereon  a new 
flrudlure  of  a reformed  life  may  be  raifed  up ; 
but  alfo  by  fuch  vifible  inftances  of  alms  well 
bellowed,  many  may  be  encouraged  the  more 
willingly  to  contribute  their  charitable  affiflance 
towards  the  fupport  of  fo  neceffary  a work,  who 
perhaps  could  not  be  otherwife  induced  thereto 
by  the  molt  perfuafive  rhetoric,  without  fuch  real 
demonftrations  of  the  benefit  propofed : it  is  ma- 
nifefl  that  the  management  of  fuch  an  affair  as 
this  may  prove  no  fmall  help  to  magiflrates,  for 
the  better  regulation  of  fuch  attempts,  whenever 
they  may  think  fit  to  engage  themfelves  therein. 
As  for  the  people,  they  will,  by  fuch  charitable 
foundations,  come  to  be  melted  down  more  and 
more  into  a gentle  and  charitable  temper  of  mind; 
and  have  the  untradlablenefs  and  flubbornnefs  of 
their  natural  difpofition  mollified  by  mutual  adts 
of  charity;  which  will  take  off  much  trouble  from 
the  magi  fixate,  by  preventing  thofe  diforders, 
which  fometimes  cannot  be  fuppreffed  without 
great  care  and  application. 

. X.  It  is  moreover  a means  to  wear  off,  at  leaft 
in  fome  meafure,  that  Jiain  which  the  Chriflian 
religion  hath  contra&ed  in  thefe  our  unhappy  days, 
viz,  that  there  is  fuch  a crowd  of  poor  helplefs 

Q z people 
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people  in  the  mid#  of  thofe  who  ftile  themfelves 
Chrtftians;  whereas  the  Lord  requires  of  his  peo- 
ple, that  there  Ihould  be  no  poor  among#  them. 
Hence  it  is  no  fmall  honor  to  a city  or  country, 
if  the  poor  be  regularly  ordered  and  maintained. 

XI.  The  prayers  of  poor  fatherlefs  children, 
and  of  all  fuch  as  enjoy  the  benefit  of  hofpitals, 
are  the  #rongeft  wall  and  fortrefs  to  defend  a city 
and  land  from  the  invafions  of  any  adverfary ; as, 
on  the  contrary,  the  tears  or  fighs  of  poor  diftreffed 
people,  who  commonly  exprefs  their  grievances  in 
that  manner,  when  they  lay  negledted  under  ex-, 
treme  neceffity,  draw  down  the  dreadful  difplea-. 
fure  of  Almighty  God  again#  that  unhappy  nation 
wherein  fuch  cruelty  is  pradtifed. 

XII.  A great  many  ftudents,  partly  by  being 
kept  under  a ftridt  difcipline  themfelves,  partly 
by  being  every'  day  employed  in  teaching  the 
children,  are  prepared  for  a fkilful  management 
of  fchools  up  and  down  in  the  country.  And 
having  been  ufed  to  a good  and  exadt  method, 
they  may  prove  inftrumentai  to  effedt,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  reformation  of  fchools,  which  is  fo 
necefTary  at  this  time ; efpecially  if  they  fhould 
happen  to  get  into  parfonages,  or  parochial  cures, 
and  fo  come  to  be  intrufted  with  the  particular 
infpedtion  of  fchools. 

XIII.  As  the  whole  univerfity  here  has  been  fet 
\ip  for  the  real  good  of  our  church  and  #ate,  fo 

this 
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this  general  good  is  fo  far  advanced  by  means  of 
the  undertaking,  as  the  number  of  ftudents  in  the 
univerfity  has  been  not  a little  augmented  thereby. 
Now  the  number  of  ftudents  freely  maintained  in 
the  hofpital,  amounts  to  fifty,  fixty,  feventy,  nay, 
fometimes  eighty,  all  together  at  one  time ; not 
to  mention  thofe  who,  in  expectation  of  fuch  a 
benefit,  come  hither;  which  muft  needs  make 
a confiderable  addition  to  the  number  of  ftudents 
in  divinity, 

XIV.  What  fpiritual  benefits  the  city  of  Hall 
in  particular,  and  Glaucha  in  the  fuburbs,  have 
reapt  from  this  foundation,  is  fufficiently  known, 
and  no  body  can  deny,  unlefs  thofe  whofe  judg- 
ments are  darkened  and  corrupted  by  bitter  envy, 
or  rank  atheifm,  fo  as  to  render  them  ftupidly  in- 
fenfible  of  a work,  whereby  not  only  many  father- 
lefs  children  are  brought  up  to  the  glory  of  God, 
but  alfo  a way  found  out  whereby  poor  people, 
both  old  and  young,  in  the  city  and  fuburbs, 
may  arrive  to  a competent  knowledge  of  Chriftian 
principles,  not  only  by  public,  but  private  in- 
ftruCtions ; there  being  feveral  fchools  ereCted  for 
this  purpofe. 

In  fuch  parts  of  the  parifh  as  are  fartheft  off 
from  the  common  fchools,  becaufe  it  would  be 
difficult  for  children  to  go  every  day  fo  far,  par- 
ticular fchools  have  been  fet  up  nearer  their  re- 
spective habitations,  and  all  pretences  cut  off, 

which 
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which  parents  might  alledge  to  excufe  their  back-* 
wardnefs  in  fending  their  children  to  fchool.  If 
they  are  unable  to  pay  for  fchooling,  they  may 
fend  them  to  a freerfchool,  where  any  child  is 
provided  with  books,  paper,  and  other  neceflfaries. 
Which  is  another  benefit  redounding  to  the  city 
and  country  by  thefe  endeavors, 

XV.  No  body  has  reafon  to  think  that  thefe 
advantages,  which  have  been  hinted  .at,  are  only 
the  evaporations  of  an  idle  brain,  without  any  real 
ground  of  hope  tp  enjoy  them  in  time  to  come, 
For  according  to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind, 
one  may  eafily  judge,  that  as  a tree  but  newly 
planted,  cannot  bring  forth  a full  crop  of  fruit 
in  its  firft  years,  fp  thefe  endeavors,  which  were 
begun  but  about  fix  years  ago,  cannot  arrive  to 
any  confiderable  degree  of  perfections  nor  produces 
thofe  happy  effects  in  fo  fmall  a fpace  of  time, 
which  may  hereafter  be  expeCted,  Yet  in  the 
mean  while,  I allure  the  reader,  that  the  Lorq 
hath  given  us  already  fo  many  proofs  of  his 
bleffing,  that  we  have  no  reafon,  when  we  call:  an 
eye  upon  the  firfi:  fruits,  to  hope  lefs  hence  than 
the  afore-mentioned  advantages  and  benefits.  Not 
to  mention  now,  that  one  may  confidently  foretei 
the  event  of  fuch  things,  if  the  means  defigned 
for  obtaining  the  end  be  rightly  applied.  What 
eife  could  infpire  us  with  courage  to  attempt  any 
good  thing  ? But  while  I thus  fpeak,  I do  not; 

* > deny 
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deny  that  human  infirmities,  and  even  fcandalous 
abufes,  may  too  frequently  infinuate  themfelveS 
into  the  beft-contrived  projects.  Many  a plant 
perhaps  may  be  nipped  in  the  bud. 

XVI.  Befides  thefe  fpiritual  advantages  re- 
dounding to  the  public,  and  which  we  have  rea* 
fon  to  hope  for,  we  may  alfo  eafily  difcover  feveral 
outward  or  accidental  benefits,  likely  to  be  the 
refult  of  fuch  an  undertaking*  Thus  many  a poor 
workman  has  got  his  living  whilfi:  the  houfe  was 
building*  Many  a poor  ftudent  has  been  fupplied 
with  forne  relief  * and  who  can  deny,  that  it  muft 
needs  tend  to  the  good  of  a place,  where  all  the 
domeflics,  fervants,  and  apprentices^  are  ufed  to  a 
godly  and  orderly  way  of  living,  as  they  are  in 
the  hofpital ; there  being  every  where  fo  great  a 
want  of  pious  and  faithful  fervants*  Many  a beg* 
garly  child  is  now  educated  in  fuch  a way,  that 
"he  hereafter  may  get  his  own  livelihood,  and  fo 
prove  ferviceable  to  others,  to  whom  he  would 
have  been  a burden,  if  he  had  without  reftraint 
purfued  the  courfe  he  was  engaged  in*  Many  a 
poor  widow,  being  reduced  to  the  utmofl  (traits, 
and  not  knowing  where  to  get  any  relief  for  her 
children,  is  readily  fupplied,  and  the  children 
brought  up  with  greater  care,  than  perhaps  their 
own  fathers  would  ever  have  done. 

XVII.  And  in  fine,  every  one,  I think,  will 
confefs,  that  a town  or  country  is  fo  much  the 

more 


104  THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PROVIDENC& 

more  abundantly  blelled  with  temporal  advan- 
tages, by  how  much  the  more  effectual  care  is 
taken  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor ; expe- 
rience itfelf  bearing  witnefs,  that  thofe  govern- 
ments are  the  moft  fiourifhing,  which  concern 
themfelves  moft  to  provide  well  for  the  poor. 

CONCLUSION* 

This,  beloved  reader,  is  the  account  of  the  hofc 
pital  and  other  charity-fchools,  which  I would  at 
prefent  fincerely  offer  to  your  confideration,*  in 
order  to  promote  the  honor,  praife,  and  glory  of 
God,  the  Giver  of  all  good,  and  to  encourage 
my  fellow  creatures  in  faith  and  charity.  I have 
ftudied  brevity  as  much  as  I could,  and  only  fee 
down  fuch  things,  as  I thought  might  prove  the 
moft  ferviceable  for  the  edification  of  the  reader. 
I mean,  that  he  may  magnify  the  Lord,  and 
that  every  lover  of  truth  may  be  rightly  in- 
formed of  what  has  been  hitherto  done  in  this 
affair. 

In  the  account  itfelf,  to  the  beil  of  my  know- 
ledge, I have1  neither  wronged  nor  flattered  any 
perfon  whatfoever,  though  I had  a fair  opportu- 
nity to  have  done  both.  Hence  I may  with  good 
realon  require  every  reader  to  give  an  unrelerved 
credit  to  what  has  been  delivered  here.  I am  in 
good  hopes  that  many  a perfon,  who  thinks  it 
worth  while  to  perufe  thefe  fheets,  will,  for  the 

future 
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future  at  leafl*  reftrain  himfelf  from  all  ralh  cen- 
fures*  and  repent*  if  he  has  in  any  refped  judged 
before  the  time.  Likewife*  that  many,  by  read- 
ing thefe  endearing  proofs  of  the  infinite  love  and 
goodnefs  of  our  great  God*  will  find  no  final! 
eafe  and  comfort  in  the  midft  of  their  difmal  cir- 
cumftanees,  exciting  them  to  run  with  greater 
courage  the  race  that  is  fet  before  them.  If  that 
be  in  any  degree  the  refult  of  this  account*  1 fliall 
be  very  well  fatisfied  with  fuch  a blefling; 

But  if  it  flhould  happen  that  fome,  in  reading 
over  thefe  papers,  find  themfelves  prompted  cheer- 
fully to  fecond  our  endeavors  with  fome  adual 
contribution*  and  lay  out  fome  of  the  generous 
efforts  of  their  charitable  inclinations*  towards  the 
education  of  poor  children ; I here  affure  the  rea- 
der, that  it  is  rather  an  effed  accidentally  refulting 
from  hence*  than  a thing  diredly  propofed  to  my- 
felf  in  the  publication  of  this  narrative. 

I would  have  no  perfon  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth*  let  him  be  ever  fo  great,  eminent,  wealthy, 
pious,  or  well-inclined,  think  that  I put  my  trufi: 
in  him.  The  Lord,  by  numberlefs  proofs  of  his 
Veracity,  hath  moft  clearly  demonfirated,  that 
this  honor  is  due  to  Him  alone ; and  that  I am  in 
gratitude  bound  to  depend  on  Him  with  intire 
confidence,  (and  O that  He,  by  His  Spirit, 
would  more  and  more  enable  me  to  do  this !) 
and  keep  from  idols.  In  the  midft  of  the  greateft 

P trials. 
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trials,  he  hath  impreffed  a lively  fenfe  of  that  word 
Upon  my  mind  : RcElius  ad  Patrem  quam  ad  fratres* 
“ It  is  better  having  recourfe,  in  the  time  of  tri- 
cc  bulation,  to  the  Father,  than  to  the  brethren.” 
For  all  they  that  look  unto  Him , are  lightened,  and 
their  faces  are  not  afhamed . Pfalm  xxxiv.  5.  And 
the  Lord  hath  taught  me  alfo,  by  happy  expe- 
rience, the  truth  of  what  follows  in  the  next  verfe: 
This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him,  and 
faved  him  out  of  all  his  troubles * 

I hope  that  fuch  as  fear  God,  will  not  brand  me 
with  ingratitude  for  the  plainnefs  of  my  fpeech, 
nor  be  offended  with  me  that  I do  not  rely  upon 
them,  but  upon  God.  The  adts  of  charity  per- 
formed by  any  one  in  the  Lord’s  work,  are  far 
more  noble  and  endearing,  if  they  be  done  in 
finglenefs  of  mind,  and  offered  up  with  a fincere 
regard  to  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  benefit  of 
our  fellow  creatures.  It  is  the  character  of  true 
love,  not  in  the  leaf!  to  be  puffed  up  in  regard  of 
its  charitable  deeds,  but  to  let  them  fink  into 
oblivion,  like  a facrifice  wholly  confumed  by  the 
fire  of  the  altar;  confiding  intirely  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  feeking  after  nothing  but  to  increafe, 
from  the  fulnefs  of  Christ,  the  inward  power  and 
vigor  of  the  fpiritual  life  ; laying  under  a deep 
fenfe  of  its  own  nnworthinefs,  that  fo  it  may  unite 
itfelf  nearer  and  nearer  to  Him,  who  is  the  Giver 
of  all  good  gifts. 


In 
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In  Ihort,  if  I Ihould  go  about  to  enumerate  all 
the  happy  effedts  which,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
have  refulted  from  the  example  of  our  endeavors 
in  this  affair,  they  would  require  a particular  trea- 
tife  by  themfelves.  But  at  prefent,  I think  I have 
fufficient  reafon  to  forbear  to  infill  any  farther 
upon  that  fubjedt.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Lord 
hath  fully  allured  me,  that  the  world  will  never 
be  able  to  fupprefs  them.  The  Lord,  I am  lure, 
will  water  this  his  lily,  that  it  may  dill  more  and 
more  diffufe  the  fragrancy  of  its  fmell.  For  the 
Lord  livejh,  and  praifed  be  God,  who  is  my 
Hiding-place : and  let  the  God  of  my  Salvation 
be  exalted.  Hallelujah! 


> . 
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CONTINUATION 

PF  THE  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

FOOTS  TE  PS 

O F 

Divine  Providence, 

In  THE 

Pjiecting  and  managing  the  HOSPITAL 
at  Glaucha  without  Hall. 


In  a LETTER  to  a FRIEND. 


Dear  Friend  in  CHRIST, 

Because  you  are  defirous  to  know  how  our 
undertaking  concerning  the  Charity-Schools,  and 
cfpecially  the  Hofpital  lately  eredted,  hath  been 
carried  on,  fince  the  narrative  thereof  was  com- 
municated to  the  public,  viz.  from  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1701,  to  the  end  thereof;  I have  here, 
for  your  fatisfadtion,  fent  you  a farther  account 

of 
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of  thefe  tranfa&ions ; confidering,  that  as  filch  a 
difcovery  of  God’s  mercy  may  redound  to  the 
glory  of  our  great  Creator  and  Preferver,  fo  the 
unfathomable  goodnefs  of  God,  laying  fuch  a 
flrong  obligation  upon  me,  hath  been  no  fmall 
incitement  to  me  to  run  over  fuch  wonderful 
pootjleps  thereof,  as  have  been  hitherto  traced  out 
in  our  view ; and  at  the  end  qf  the  year,  to  ma^c 
within  myfelf  an  exafbfurvey  of  the  manifold  and 
illuftrious  proofs  of  his  Providence;  that  fo  all 
the  mercies  of  God  may  firft  in  myfelf  produce 
the  effefts  for  which  they  have  been  conferred  on 
me.  And  fince  you  write,  that  by  fuch  a nar- 
rative as  I might  give  you  of  thefe  matters,  not 
only  yourfelf  may,  in  probability,  reap  fome  fpU 
ritual  benefit,  but  it  may  alfo  redound  to  the  good 
of  others  ; I heartily  approve  of  your  defire ; not 
regarding  the  uncharitable  cenfures  of  fome,  who 
are  apt  to  rejed:  the  moft  evident  demon  ft  rations, 
whereby  their  prejudices  againft  the  affair  might 
be  removed,  and  fo  are  ready  to  charge  that  with 
felfiihnefs,  which  hath  been  delivered  here  for  the 
glory  of  God. 

Now,  though  there  is  no  occafion  for  any  fuch 
precautions  in  regard  of  you,  to  whom  I direft 
this  letter,  (your  integrity  being  fully  known  unto 
me)  yet  I have  thought  them  neceffary  in  refped: 
of  others,  into  whofe  hands  this  letter  may  poffibly 
fall ; fince  I not  only  give  you  the  liberty  to  com- 
municate 
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municate  it  to  any  that  fhall  dedre  it  of  you,  but 
am  alfo  refolved  to  get  it  here  printed,  as  a Con- 
tinuation of  that  Narrative  which  heretofore  hath 
been  publiflied  upon  the  fame  fubjedfc. 

I tedify  then,  on  my  confcience,  before  that 
God  who  fearches  the  heart  and  the  reins,,  that  I 
have  not  knowingly  delivered  any  thing,  even  of 
the  fmalled  moment,  that  may  be  charged  with 
untruth,  either  in  the  fubdance  of  the  bufinefs* 
or  in  the  circumdantials  thereof : which  1 am 
ready  to  make  out  by  mod  evident,  and  (in  fuch 
things  as  fall  under  the  apprehenfion  of  human 
fenfe)  even  by  ocular  demonfirations , if  that  fhouid 
ever  appear  necedary.  Thefe  things  are  not  car- 
ried on  in  fecret,  but  are  expofed  to  every  one’s 
view ; and  no  body  can  quedion  the  truth  of  what 
is  here  faid,  unlefs  he  be  altogether  a dranger  in 
thefe  parts ; for  thofe  that  are  upon  the  place, 
mud  wilfully  fhut  their  eyes,  if  they  would  im- 
, peach  me  of  falfhood  in  a thing  daily  obvious  to 
their  light  : and  as  for  fuch  circumdances  as  are 
.not  apparent  to  their  fight,  they  may  eafily  be 
made  otherwife  fufficiently  fenfible  of  the  reality 
of  them. 

The  foregoing  Narrative  was  occafioned,  as  has 
been  mentioned,  by  a commidion,  given  out  by 
his  Prufiian  Majedy,  to  take  an  exadt  view  of  the 
whole  date  of  this  prefent  bufinefs  concerning 
the  care  for  the  poor.  And  this  was  done  by  four 

of 
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of  his  pivy  council.  Thofe  that  were  prejudiced 
againft  the  undertaking  itfelf*  began  to  rejoice  at 
this  commiffion*  in  hopes  that  it  would  prove  an 
overthrow  of  the  whole  affair*  or  at  lead,  aftef 
fome  while*  bring  it  to  a fland*  efpecially  becaufe 
the  commiffion  was  not  ordered  at  my  requeft* 
and  fo  would,  in  probability,  be  the  lefs  favor* 
able  to  me.  This  fpiteful  expectation  was  fe* 
conded  with  abundance  of  lyes,  which  were 
fpread  about  even  before  the  coming  out  of  the 
commiffion. 

When  I was  under  thefe  circumftances,  I drew 
up  an  account  of  the  rife*  progrefs*  and  wonderful 
prefervation  of  the  undertaking,  and  not  only 
laid  it  before  his  Majefty’s  commiffioners*  but 
anfwered  alfo  what  they  afked  me  by  word  of 
mouth,  with  prefence  of  mind,  and  a fincere  de* 
pendence  upon  God.  Thefe  delegates  are  flill 
alive,  and  were  much  pleafed  with  the  account 
they  received  at  that  time  * not  only  teftifying 
their  fatisfadtion  to  me,  but  offering  alfo  a moft 
favorable  relation  of  it  to  his  Majefty*  And  now 
the  oppofers  were  filenced,  and  a fudden  damp  call 
on  their  joy;  and  I wifh  they  had  been  affeCted 
alfo  with  a due  remorfe  for  their  former  guilt. 

As  foon  as  this  bufinefs  was  over,  I digefted 
the  moft  material  points*  of  what  was  delivered 
to  the  faid  delegates,  into  an  hljiorical  account * and 
prcfented  it  to  the  public. 


Wherefore 
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Wherefore  I believe  I may  with  confidence 
"conclude,  that  no  reafonable  pet  fori  can,  with  any 
plaufible  pretence,  queftion  my  candor  in  this 
affair  ; which  whoever  fha'll  continue  to  do,  he 
gives  plain  demonft  rations  of  his  being  biaffed  by 
partiality,  in  attempting  ftill  to  pafs  an  arbitrary 
and  cenforious  judgment  on  a thing*  which  not 
only  has  been  juftified  by  fovereign  authority, 
but  alfo  cleared  by  fuch  manifelf  proofs,  as  are 
fuffieient  to  bear  down  all  contradictions  of  the 
gainfayer. 

It  is  true,  I am  furrounded  with  many,  who, 
to  my  knowledge,  do  not  in  the  lead  favor  my 
defign;  but  examining  into  the  true  reafons,  I 
find  there  is  none,  but  an  overfondnefs  of  their 
own  dull  lifelefs  religion,  valuing  themfelves  upon 
a fair  {hew  of  dead  formality,  willing  to  pafs  for 
good  Chriftians,  though  never  found  at  the  bot- 
tom ; and  this  makes  them  rejeCt  fuch  principles 
and  proceedings  as,  they  apprehend,  would  bring 
religion  too  near  home. 

Would  it  not  be  an  audacious  attempt  for  me, 
(which  it  is  almoft  incredible  that  any  one  {hould 
ever  charge  me  with)  to  go  about  the  contrivance 
of  fo  many  forged  reports,  for  the  fpace  of  feven 
years,  to  perfuade  others,  both  by  word  of  mouth 
and  in  writing,  of  the  truth  of  them,  to  abufe  the 
authority  of  a royal  commiffion  for  colouring  the 
defign,  nay,  even  to  put  fuch  things  in  print,  if 

truth 
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truth  itfelf  was  not  on  my  fide  ? And  if  it  were 
pofiible  for  any  of  thefe  biaffed  perfons  any  way 
to  convidt  me  of  fo  much  as  one  falffiood,  how 
readily  Would  he  lay  hold  on  every  opportunity 
to  fift  out  the  leaft  untruth,  impofed  upon  the 
magiftrates,  or  others  of  my  fellow  Chriftians* 
But  now  I can  challenge  all  the  world,  and  con- 
fute the  impudence  of  thofe  that  rail  againft  me 
with  fcurrilous  pamphlets,  by  laying  down  feme 
plain  and  ocular  demonftrations  of  the  prefent 
Hate  of  our  whole  affair. 

The  hofpital  is  actually  fet  up,  and  the  number 
of  children,  ftudents,  and  neceffary  officers,  con* 
ffantly  maintained  therein,  amounts  to  more  than 
two  hundred.  As  for  the  building  itfelf,  hitherto 
it  has  required  a vaff  deal  off  charge,  to  bring  the 
infide  thereof  to  its  full  perfection*  Befides 
which,  there  are  alfo  erebfced  feveral  fchools  for 
the  benefit  both  of  poor  boys  and  girls,  who  are 
maintained  apart.  Not  now  to  mention  feveral 
other  things,  and  the  fick  and  indigent  of  the 
hofpital,  upon  whofe  account  daily  expences  are 
required. 

My  neighbours  very  well  know  that  I have  no 
abundance  of  this  world’s  goods,  (though  a 
Chriftian  may  enjoy  all  in  God  and  Christ) 
call  them  moveables,  or  immoveables, or  what  you 
will,  no,  not  fo  much  as  would  maintain  a fmall 
family;  much  lefs  have  I fuch  an  eflate  as  might 

fuffice 
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fuffice  both  to  maintain  fo  many  poor,  and  to  eredt 

gn  houfe  for  their  reception.  This  confideration, 

I think,  might  prove  a powerful  inducement  to 

all,  togive.the  honor  toGoD,  and  to  acknowledge 

that  it  is  His  Work , and  not  to  be  attributed  either 

to  me,  being  but  a miferable  worm,  or  any  other 

creature  in  the  world  whatever ; but  only  to  Him 

yvho  alone  is  the  Mofi  High , the  Creator  of  all , the 

omnipotent  and  terrible  King , who  Jitteth  upon  his 

throne  judging  right . He  alone  has  done  all  this, 

and  promoted  it  from  the  firft  rife  till  now,  by 

Jiis  fatherly  bleffing;  and  indeed  not  out  of  a 

great  flock  laid  up  before  hand,  as  fome  have* 

given  out,  b’-t  out  of  nothing  he  hath  made  fome- 

thing,  according  to  his  infinite  mercy,  fupporting 

the  faith  and  refolution  of  fo  poor  a creature  as  I 

am  \ infomuch  that  I did  not  rely  on  any  worldly 

wealth,  but  only  on  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  who 

is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we 

can  either  ajk  or  think ; and  this  made  me  not  to 

fcruple  the  truth  and  certainty  of  things  not  feen. 

I have  run  the  hazard  of  depending  upon  this 
gracious  Goo,  and  by  obtaining  good  fuccefs, 
have  learnt  the  value  of  that  exprefiion.  None 
that  wait  on  Him  cire  ajloamed : and  I hope  I fh'all 
further  fucceed  in  Him,  to  confound  the  unbelief* 
of  thofe  that  think  themfelves  fafer  in  a large  proT 
vifion  of  mammon,  than  in  the  living  God,  who 
yet  is  able  to  deliver  from  death.  Thus  the  fpirit 

q^2  of 
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of  incredulity  being  difcomfited,  and  put  to 
by  the  work  of  the  Lord,  has  not  in  ftore  any 
manner  of  weapon  to.  lift  up  againft  it,  but  flanders 
and  calumnies  • a vein  of  malice  and  envy  running 
through  all  its  addons,  fo  as  to.  brand  with  the 
imputation  of  untruth,  things  as  clear  as  the  fun 
at  noon  day,  ox  to  cry  down  the  praifes  and  ac^ 
knowledgments  flowing  from  a fenfe  of  God’s 
goodnefs,  as  the  mere  refult  of  pride  and  often-: 
tation.  I hope,  in  the  mean  time,  our  great  and 
good  Creator,  owning  thefe  (mail  beginnings., 
however  contemptible  they  may  appear  to  the 
world,  will  not  fail  powerfully* to  carry  them  on: 
and  that  He  will  confound  more  and  more  the' 
reftlefs  fpirit  of  infidelity,  with  its  whole  retinue 
of  lyes  and  flanders.  Wherefore,  whoever  will 
obftinately  perfift  in  his  unbelief,  he  may  run  this 
hazard  at  his  own  expence,  till  he  find  by  expe- 
rience that  the  Lord  will,  in  fpite  of  all  oppo- 
fition,  do  wh-at  pleafeth  him  : and  by  the  loud 
fame  of  his  wonderful  work,  awaken  many  thou- 
hand  fouls  out  of  their  lethargic  fleep  of  unbe- 
lief, ftrengthen  them  in  faith,  fupport  them  undef 
trials  and  probations,  excite  them  to  praife  his 
Name,  and  transform  them  into  his  likenefs,  by 
infufing  into  them  the  Spirit  of  love,  of  power, 
and  of  a found  mind,  through  fuch  tender  and 
endearing  marks  of  his  goodnefs  as  we  h^ve  en- 
joyed. 


Of 
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Of  this  he  hath  given  us  many  fignal  proofs* 
fince  the  firft  Narrative  of  the  Undertaking, 
reaching  to  Eafter  1701,  has  been  publifhed. 
This  proved  a means,  whereby  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  confer  many  a blefling  on  many  fouls ; 
for  which  I offer  up  a joyful  Hallelujah  to  his 
Name.  And  this  encourages  me  to  hope,  that  this 
prefent  letter  to  you,  will  be  attended  with  the 
fame  benediction.  My  foul  Jhall  make  her  hoaft  in 
the  Lord  : the  humble  foall  hear  thereof  and  be  glad. 

But  now  for  your  farther  information,  you  muff 
know,  that  the  whole  undertaking  hath  been  hi- 
therto carried  on  as  it  was  firft  begun.  Lefs  than 
twenty  fhillings  (as  hath  been  faid  in  the  foregoing 
account)  was  the  firft  fund  of  eredting  a charity ~ 
fchool ; by  the  help  whereof,  a parcel  of  poor 
vagrants  was  taken  in,  and  only  furnifhed  with 
books  and  fchooling  at  free  coft. 

This  was  the  meal  in  the  barrel  which  hath  nqt 
been  wafted,  and  the  oil  in  the  crufe  that  hath  not 
failed  to  this  day.  This  was  the  fund  that  pro- 
duced four  charity-fchools,  which  conftantly  hays 
been  fupported.  Thefe  charity-fchools  occa- 
fioned  a farther  projeCt  to  fet  up  an  Hofpital;  I 
being  fully  convinced  of  its  neceflity,  though  I 
had  nothing  to  do  it  withal.  Another  good  effeCt 
it  had  was,  the  maintenance  of  poor  fcholars  ; as  it 
was  defired  by  a perfon  who  gave  five  hundred 
crowns  towards  defraying  the  charges  thereof. 

The 
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The  well-fpring  of  the  Divine  bounty  hath 
ever  fince  been  flowing  ; and  may  it  ftill  pour 
forth  its  mod  plentiful  emanations,  that  many 
more  young  Undents,  of  mean  condition,  may  draw 
comfort  and  fupport  from  thence  ; which  I be? 
lieve,  in  great  affurance,  the  Lord  will  fulfil. 

When  at  find  we  wanted  but  a little  houfe,  by 
reafon  of  the  fmall  number  of  our  children,  then 
I refplv^d,  in  the  Name  of  God,  to  buy  qne,  and 
the  Lord  readily  fuppHed  me  with  fo  much 
money  as  I wanted  for  that  purpofe,  Thlshpufe 
ferved  our  turn  till  neceffity  required  a bigger ; 
and  when  this  was  thought  necefiary,  there  wa§ 
one  purchafed,  and  the  Lord  furniffied  us  with  a 
fui'table  fum  of  money.  But  when  this  lijs^ewife 
was  found  inefficient,  and  the  hiring  pf  hpufes 
fcattered  up  and  down  through  the  town,  was  apt 
to  create  no  fmall  diforder,  we  refolved,  in  the 
Name  of  GOD,  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a compe- 
tent building.  The  Lord  knoweth  we  had  not 
io  much  as  would  anfwer  the  cofl  of  a fmall  cot- 
tage, much  lets  fuch  a building  as  might  hold  two 
hundred  people.  Neither  were  there  wanting  fuch 
as  difcovered  the  rough  and  difficult  ways  we  were 
like  to  pats  through,  if  I would  purfue  the  defign. 
Others  advifed  to  fet  up  an  hqufe  of  wood, 
to  fave  the  expenfive  cofl  of  a flone  building. 

, So  again  foiiie  would  fay,  What  is  this,  wafie. 
for  f And  by  fuch,  and  the  like  arguments,  I 

was 
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\Vas  afrnoft  prevailed  on  to  comply*  But  the 
Lord  ftrengthened  my  faith  with  fo  powerful  a 
conviction*  as  if  he  had  faid  exprefsly  unto  me, 
tc  Build  thou  it  of  ft  ones,  and  I will  pay  the  charge" 
Indeed  He  hath  been  as  good  as  his  word  : and 
from  week  to  week,  from  month  to  month,  the 
Crumbs,  as  it  were,  of  his  comfort*  have  dropped 
down,  and  fed  our  poor*  as  one  feedeth  a brood  of 
tender  chickens . So  that  neither  have  the  orphans 
fullered  want*  nor  the  workmen  been  expofed  to 
any  hardfhip*  through  the  defedt  of  their  wages. 

Nothing  of  what  the  Lord  hath  bellowed  upon 
us  is  turned  into  a fund,  but  laid  out  according  to 
the  prefent  necefiity*  What  trials  we  have  gone 
through,  under  the  feveral  emergencies  of  thefe 
affairs,  hath  been  explained  by  many  indances ; 
and  they  are  Hill  carried  on  under  the  like  cir- 
cumltances,  there  being  no  fettled  provifion  which 
we  could  reafonably  depend  upon. 

The  public  collection,  which,  by  authority  of 
his  Pruffian  Majelty,  was  to  be  made  throughout 
his  dominions,  was  never  fet  on  foot  but  in  a few 
provinces;  and  in  this  jundure  of  time,  I have 
given  it  quite  over,  that  fo  I might  cut  off  all 
manner  of  danders,  which  fome  would  raife  againd 
the  defign,  from  the  execution  of  that  grant.  But 
notwithftanding  all  this,  not  one  of  the  orphans, 
nor  any  fuch  as  are  employed  about  them,  have 
had  any  reafon  to  complain  of  want ; fo  that  if 
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ever  they  fhould  be  afked,  Did  ye  lack  any  thing  ? 
they  muft  needs,  fay.  Nothing.  Luke  xxii.  35. 

It  is  true,  that  I have  been  very  often  reduced 
to  the  laft  extremity*  both  in  this  and  the  fore- 
going years,  fo  that  I had  not  one  crown,  nay, 
not  one  groat  left.  But  as  the  LorU  hath  at  all 
times  relieved  us  with  feafonable  fupplies,  fo  He 
hath  now  carried  us  through  the  trials  of  this 
year  with  his  ufual  Providence*  and  my  foul  hath 
found  reft  in  Him,  the  great  Creator  of  heaven 
and  earth* 

Juft  when  the  foregoing  narrative  was  prepared 
for  the  prefs,  twenty  crowns  were  fent,  by  one 
that  lived  at  a great  difiance*  which  proved  a 
feafonable  fupport.  The  next  Week,  when -all 
was  fpent,'  an  unexpected  help  of  fifty  crowns 
was  fent  in,  by  a perfon  from  whom  I little  ex- 
pected any  fuch  thing.  But  this  not  ferving  our 
turn,  fifty  more  fell  in  from  the  kindnefs  of  a 
patron;  wherein  this  was  remarkable,  that  whereas 
this  gentleman  was  wont  to  allow  this  fum  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  by  a journey  he  undertook* 
having  been  hindered  this  year  from  performing 
his  promife  at  that  particular  time,  he  fent  it  now 
in  a more  feafonable  hour,  when  we  were  reduced 
to  greater  want* 

Soon  after  this,  a certain  lady  offered  to  beftow 
every  year  as  much  fait  as  the  hofpital  wanted. 
No  fooner  had  fhe  refolved  on  this,  but  another 
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was  moved  hereby  to  fend  fome  corn  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  hofpital. 

Befides  this,  their  fell  in  now  and  then  fome 
fnial!  fums ; but  thefe  proving  inefficient  for  car- 
rying on  the  work,  by  the  Providence  of  God  we 
received  a thoufand  crowns,  which  were  left  to 
the  hofpital  in  the  foregoing  year  by  the  will  of 
a deceafed  benefa&or ; but  the  payment  thereof 
was  put  off  till  now,  and  we  were  glad  to  have  it 
at  fo  feafonable  a juncture. 

A gentleman  about  the  fame  time  offered  twelve 
crowns ; and  a widow  fent  a ducat  out  of  her  fmall 
flock.  Others  were  ftill  contributing  fomething 
or  other  to  our  fupport,  being  fuch  as  were  for 
the  mod  part  unknown  to  me,  or  at  lead  would 
have  their  names  concealed . 

About  June  our  flock  beginning  again  to  de- 
cay, a perfon,  who  would  not  be  known,  prefented 
us  with  twenty-five  crowns.  And  another,  who 
was  a favorer  of  the  hofpital,  bellowed  forty 
crowns  upon  it : as  alfo  a gentleman  fent  twenty 
more,  which  fome  time  before  he  had  offered  to 
pay  yearly : moreover,  a certain  general  paid 
down  the  fum  of  an  hundred  crowns ; which  was 
alfo  followed  with  a gift  of  fix,  fent  by  a pro- 
feflbr  of  divinity,  bearing  this  infcription  written 
upon  a paper : 

4C  Thefe  little  mites  bellowed  are, 

(t  Upon  the  objects  of  God’s  care.” 
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But  (O  how  faithful  is  God  !)  when  all  this 
was  not  fufficient  to  defray  the  neceflary  charges, 

I juft  then  received  two  letters  of  advice  by  the 
poft  : in  one  whereof  I was  told,  that  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  crowns  fhould  be  paid  down  for 
the  relief  of  the  hofpital.  This  fum  came  from 
a certain  do&or  of  phyfic  beyond  fea,  who  or- 
dered the  payment  thereof  here.  The  Lord  be 
his  phyfician  ! It  feemed  that  he  underftood  fome- 
thing  of  the  High-Dutch  language,  and  he  wrote 
to  the  merchant,  whom  he  appointed  to  pay  the 
money,  that  if  he  could  not  fend  it  immediately, 
he  fhould  give  me  notice-,  “ For,”  faith  he  in  his 
letter,  “ he  is  in  daily  want,  and  I am  fure  he 
“ will  quickly  fend  for  it.” 

This  indeed  gave  me  no  fmall  encouragement : 
for  I thought.  The  Lord  will  rather  excite  fome 
good  fouls  beyond  fea  to  ajfijl  us>  than  to  let  us  fujfer 
any  want . 

The  other  letter  of  advice  promifed  feventy 
crowns,  which  were  collected,  far  from  the  place, 
in  a charity  box , by  fome  friends,  for  the  relief  of 
the  hofpital.  The  fame  box  has  farther  fupplied 
us  with  money  twice  this  year;  at  one  time  with 
the  fum  of  fifty  crowns,  and  at  another  with  fixty. 

Before  this  was  fpent,  a patron  fent  ten  ducats 
in  o-old,  and  ten  crowns  more  in  ftnaller  money; 
and  the  perfon  by  whofe  hand  it  was  brought, 
made  an  addition  of  thirty  crowns  more. 
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At  the  end  of  June,  a benefadtor,  who  had 
engaged  himfelf  to  pay  twelve  crowns  yearly, 
fent  in  fix  at  the  half  year’s  end,  and  this  came  at 
a very  feafonable  hour.  Soon  after,  fix  ducats, 
and  fix  crowns  were  fent ; the  latter  whereof  a 
maiden  gentlewoman  had  ordered,  in  her  lafl  will, 
to  be  paid  to  the  holpital ; who  alfo,  befides  this, 
bequeathed  the  fum  of  an  hundred  crowns  to  the 
hofpital ; fifty  whereof  were  delivered  to  me  at  a 
time  when  the  laft  farthing  was  fpent;  which  gave 
me  a frelli  inftance  of  the  wife  Providence  of  God, 
whereby  every  thing  is  difipofed  in  its  proper  time. 

1 cannot  but  take  notice  here,  that  the  Lord 
hath  been  often  pleafed,  even  from  the  firft 
beginning  of  the  work,  to  make  two  benefits 
out  of  one.  Fir  ft,  he  hath  ftirred  up  a benefadlor 
to  confer  fomething  on  the  poor,  which  at  that 
time  hath  been  intimated  to  us,  either  by  letter, 
or  by  word  of  mouth;  but  the  money  itfelf  hath 
not  been  paid  till  feme  time  after.  And  Provi- 
dence hath  fo  ordered  it,  that  the  promifed  money 
came  at  a juncture,  wherein  our  extreme  want  ren- 
dered us  the  more  fenfible  and  grateful  for  the 
benefit  received.  This  has  taught  me  not  to  re- 
pine, though  the  adtual  payment  of  the  money 
promifed  has  a while  been  delayed : for  experi- 
ence hath  convinced  me,  that  it  is  fafely  kept  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lord,  who  beftoweth  it  when 
his  hour  is  $amt\  not  regarding  always  the  time 
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which  we  propofed  to  ourfelves,  becaufe  the 
weaknefs  of  our  faith  often  makes  us  long  for  it 
before  the  time  we  want  it.  God  hereby  juftly 
claims  to  himfelf  our  whole  dependence,  and  dif- 
engages  us  from  idolizing  the  promifes  of  men : 
for  though  they  are  both  able  and  willing  to  give 
fomething  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  yet  the 
adtual  performance  of  it  dependeth  upon  the  will 
of  God.  He  fpake , and  it  was  & one,  He  commanded \ 
and  it  Jtood  fajt.  Pfalm  xxxiii.  9, 

I cannot  forbear  mentioning  here,  to  the  praife 
of  God,  and  humble  acknowledgment  towards 
our  Sovereign,  that  when  the  two  thousand  crowns, 
which  his  Pruflian  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  beftow  upon  the  hofpital,  were  delivered  tq 
me,  (one  thoufand  whereof  was  a free  gift  o.f  his 
Pruflian  Majefty,  and  the  other  was  difcounted 
out  of  the  excife,  to  the  undertaker  of  the  builds 
ing,  who  was  otherwife  to  have  paid  fo  much) 
it  happened  to  be  juft  in  a time  wherein  we  la.* 
bored  under  many  vaft  expences,  which  were 
required  both  for  paying  the  workmen,  and  de« 
fraying  other  neceflary  charges,  which  at  one 
time  ran  up  higher  than  at  another, 

Blefted  be  the  wonderful  difpenfation  of  God 
in  thefe  wife  difpofitions  of  things ! May  it  be  his 
good  pleafure  to  blefs  his  Majefty’s  government, 
and  to  infpire  him  with  an  hearty  zeal,  always  tq 
promote  all  manner  of  praife-worthy  undertake 
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ings  ; that  from  thence  he  may  reap  joy  and  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  whenever,  under  the  happy  influence 
of  Heaven,  Goo’s  work  is  carried  on  with  fuccefs. 

In  July,  a traveller  happened  to  come  hither, 
and  by  the  fight  of  the  hofpital,  found  his  cha- 
rity fo  far  excited,  that  he  readily  offered  five 
ducats  in  gold, 

A friend  of  ours  having  purchafed  two  filver 
mines,  in  the  mine-works  near  Freiburgh,  called 
the  New  Blefling,  and  having  improved  them  for 
the  benefit  of  the  hofpital,  fent  now  two  crowns 
as  the  refult  thereof,  ; 

Laft  fummer  the  Lord  inclined  alfo  the  heart 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George  of  Den- 
mark, refiding  in  England,  bountifully  to  difburfe 
the  fum  of  three  hundred  crowns  for  the  hofpi- 
tal, which,  by  a bill  of  exchange,  was  fent  hither* 
The  Lord  remember  this  benefit ! I muA  fay, 
that  this  fupport,  coming  from  abroad,  proved  a 
frefh  inftance,  both  of  the  admirable  Providence 
pf  God,  and  of  his  perpetual  care  for  our  relief. 
How  eafily  are  the  rafh  cenfures  of  unbelieving 
men  confounded,  by  fuch  unexpected  proofs  of 
the  gracious  dealings  of  God  ! Nothing  dropped 
from  their  lips  but  fuch  and  the  like  expreflions, 
“ The  work  cannot  hold  out,  becaufe  there  is  no 
**  fettled  fund  for  it.”  But  is  not  God  the  mofl: 
liable  and  the  mojl  certain  fund  ? Or  will  they  fet  up 
a competition  betwixt  God  and  mammon,  to  dis- 


cover 


126  THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PROVIDENCE. 

cover  whether  is  the  moft  conftant  f Is  not  heaven 
better  fixed  than,  any  terreftrial  bottom  wherein  they 
would  found  themfelves  ? And  is  not  our  God  the 
great  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  an  uni- 
verfal  Monarch  indeed*  having  full  power  to  dif- 
pofe  of  all  the  treafures  of  the  whole  world,  in 
what  manner  he  pleafeth  ? But  for  my  part,  I 
mull:  confefs,  I reap  a particular  comfort  out  of 
■fuch  rafh  expreffions  as  thefe,  which  are  the  fpawn 
of  unbelieving  hearts.  For  upon  occafion  thereof 
I am  the  more  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  Lord 
will  vindicate  his  honor  again!!  fuch  prefumptuous 
perfions. 

] add  only  this,  that  I never  as  yet  have  miffed 
my  aim,  when  I have  undertaken  any  thing  in  de- 
pendence upon  the  Lord  ; but  relying  upon  men, 
and  their  affurances,  1 have  met  with  abundance 
of  difappointments,  and  that  fometimes  without 
any  fault  of  theirs.  If  one  difappointed  me, 
God  excited  another.  If  one  fpring  happened 
to  be  Hopped  up,  another  was  opened  inftead 
thereof.  From  whence  we  may  juftly  infer,  that 
God  alone  is  the  moft  powerful,  and  the  moft  certain 
Support ♦ 

But  to  return.  After  this  we  were  again  re- 
duced to  fome  neceffity,  and  then  a countefs  fent 
in  about  twenty-five  crowns,  with  this  direction 
upon  a paper:  e(  According  to  the  order  of  the 
“ King  of  Kings,  thefe  five-and-twenty  crowns 
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lC  are  fent  to  the  poor  in  fincerity  of  heart.”  In 
another  place  a lady  had  vowed,  that  if  fhe  fhould 
be  happily  delivered,  fhe  would  then  bellow  fifty 
crowns  upon  the  hofpital,  which  was  done' accord- 
ingly ; and  thefe  fifty  crowns  were  attended  with 
about  twelve  more,  fent  by  another  hand. 

Another  time,  when  our  flock  was  very  low, 
there  was  fent  into  the  houfe,  by  one  who  would 
not  make  himfelf  known,  a blue  cloak,  a furred 
cap,  and  one  crown  in  money ; the  latter  being 
put  up  in  a bit  of  paper,  with  thefe  words,  “ The 
“ Lord  Jesus  increafe  it  to  thoufands  of  thou- 
<c  fands,  even  like  the  ftars  of  heaven  in  number, 
u and  as  the  fand  of  the  fea  in  multitude,  and 
4C  make  the  fruit  of  Righteoufnefs  grow  up  from 
4£  generation  to  generation.” 

Almofl  about  the  fame  time,  a widow  fent  ten 
crowns,  with  this  direction,  ee  Out  of  a fincere 
heart  this  fmall  portion  is  fent.  There  will  be 
“ a blefiing  upon  the  widow’s  mite.” 

At  this  time  alfo  a certain  perfon  was,  upon 
fome  occafion,  fined  in  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
crowns,  by  his  Prufiian  Majefly,  and  ordered  to 
pay  in  the  fame  to  the  hofpital ; upon  whofe  in- 
terceffion,  one  half  thereof  being  remitted,  the 
other  was  readily  paid  down. 

Another  time,  all  our  money  being  fpent,  I met 
a young  lawyer  in  the  flreet,  who  told  me  that  he 
himfelf  was  a poor  orphan,  but  that  the  Lord 

had 
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had  wonderfully  provided  for  him,  which  induced 
him  to  remember  our  poor,  and  fo  he  prefented 
me  with  a rofe-noble  *. 

A certain  countefs,  when  our  treafury  was  very 
low,  fent  in  about  twenty-four  crowns^  and  about 
twelve  crowns  more  came  from  an  unknown  hand. 

About  Michaelmas  our  want  was  exceeding 
great,  as  it  ufually  falleth  out  in  that  feafon;  this 
juncture  of  time  requiring  valt  expen ces,  both 
for  cloathing  the  children,  and  providing  wood 
againft  winter;  as  alfo  for  difcharging  fuch  debts 
as  are  contracted  before  Michaelmas  fair,  that 
being  the  ufual  time  of  payment  with  irs.  But 
the  Lord,  according  to  his  wonted  goodnefs,  car- 
ried us  through  all  thefe  difficulties.  For  a cer- 
tain minifter,  out  of  one  of  the  chiefeft  Hanfe 
Towns,  fent  fifty  crowns.  As  alfo  a certain  count, 
having  taken  a view  of  the  hofpital,  prefented  it 
with  an  hundred  crowns:  and  another  perfon, 
whofe  name  I know  not,  and  who  had  engaged  to 
pay  down,  every  Michaelmas,  thirty  crowns,  fent 
in  the  fame  at  this  time  very  feafonably  : not  now 
to  mention  other  fmall  fums  of  four,  ten,  twenty, 
twenty-four  crowns,  &c.  then  bellowed  on  us. 

It  was  remarkable  farther,  that  the  Reward 
being  much  concerned  for  getting  fome  new 
linen  for  the  hofpital,  about  Michaelmas,  was 

* An  old  Englifh  coin  of  fixteen  {hillings  and  eight  pence. 
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happily  fupplied  by  the  liberality  of  a noble- 
man, who  fent  in  eighteen  pieces  of  linen  cloth 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  But  the  boys  being 
{till  in  want  of  neckcloths,  and  the  Reward  much 
concerned  how  to  procure  them,  as  knowing  the 
little  money  we  had  by  us,  was  to  be  laid  out  for 
other  neceflaries  of  greater  importance,  it  fo  hap- 
pened, that  a well-difpofed  perfon  came  hither, 
and  readily  fupplied  both  the  boys  with  neck- 
cloths, and  the  girls  with  caps ; which  made  our 
Reward  once  more  deeply  fenfible  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  God,  this  being  a farther  proof  that  he 
had  unneceflarily  difquieted  himfelf  with  anxious 
thoughts. 

For  feveral  weeks  in  the  harveR,  and  about 
the  beginning  of  winter,  we  met  with  a wonderful 
train  both  of  forrowful  trials,  and  joyful  deliver- 
ances, ordered  for  us  by  Divine  Providence.  For 
though  a certain  miniRer  of  IV.  fent  in  twelve 
crowns,  acquainting  us  withal  that  an  unknown 
perfon  had  defigned  them  for  the  hofpital,  who 
defired  in  the  mean  time  the  prayers  of  our  poor, 
in  a certain  concern  they  were  then  engaged  in, 
(wherein  alfo  I hear  the  Lord  hath  gracioufly 
granted  our  requeR ;)  and  though  the  redtor  of  a 
fchool  offered  us  fix  crowns  in  ready  money,  and 
fix  more  by  a bill  of  exchange;  befides  fome  other 
fmall  fums  falling  in ; yet  all  this  feemed  too  little 
to  carry  us  through  the  prefent  want. 
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About  the  fame  time  I wrote  to  you,  my  deaf 
friend,  as  you  may  remember,  that  the  undertak- 
ing ftill  went  on  in  the  fame  manner,  without  the 
lead  fettled  provifion  (as  they  call  it,  who  gene- 
rally labor  under  abundance  of  cares,  in  the  midft 
of  their  plentiful  revenues)  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  hofpital,  it  being  fupported  only  by  fuch 
gifts  as  the  Lord  was  p leafed  to  beftow  upon  us 
day  after  day;  and  that  I then  had  but  a few 
crowns  left.  Likewife,  probably,  you  may  re- 
member that  you  wrote  me  word,  “ It  is  ftrange 

to  fee  that  the  affair  is  ftill  carried  on  in  the 
66  fame  way ; and  I take  this  for  a good  omen, 
“ thinking  that  you  are  more  happy  under  thefe, 
“ than  any  other  circumftances.”  When  I re- 
ceived this  letter,  I had  then  but  fifteen  pence  in 
ftore:  but  foon  after  I had  read  your  letter,  a 
Itudent  came,  and  told  me  of  fome  body,  whofe 
name  he  would  not  tell,  who  fent  for  the  fupport 
of  the  hofpital,  forty  crowns  in  filver,  and  five 
ducats  in  gold.  He  defired  only  a receipt,  which 
while  I was  writing,  a godly  minifter  from  M, 
came  to  fee  me,  and  p railed  the  Lord,  when  he 
heard  after  what  manner  our  want  was  juft  then 
fupplied ; offering  me  at  the  fame  time  a parcel 
of  filver  lace,  which  a gentlewoman  at  B.  now 
growing  fenfible  of  her  vanities,  had  given  him 
for  tjie  relief  of  our  hofpital,  fhe  having  ript  them 
oh'  from  her  fine  cloaths,  wherewith  fhe  heretofore 
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nfually  endeavored  to  fet  herfelf  out  in  the  eye  of 
the  world,  with  pofitive  order  that  we  fhould  not 
fell  it  till  we  had  burnt  it,  for  fear  that  fome 
body  elfe  would  apply  it  to  the  fame  ill  life  of 
gratifying  their  pride. 

But  all  this  was  foon  fpent,  in  that  extremity 
to  which  we  were  reduced.  And  juft  when  the 
laft  penny  of  our  Rock  was  laid  out,  a packet 
came  to  my  hands  by  the?poR,  containing  about 
fixty  crowns,  which  was  delivered  in  fo  feafonable 
an  hour,  that  I fent  the  packet  itfelf  to  the  Rew- 
ard, as.  foon  as  it  was  handed  to  me,  he  being  then 
in  great  want  of  money. 

But  now  I was  again  as  poor  as  before,  and  fo 
little  help  was  brought  in  this  week,  that  on 
Friday,  when  the  Reward,  according  to  cuRom, 
came  to  me  for  money,  I had  but  a crown  to  give 
him.  The  very  fame  evening  I happened  to  tell 
the  overfeer  of  the  building,  “ You  muR  bring 
“ me  money  to-morrow,  for  my  Rock  is  quite 
exhaufled.”  In  the  mean  time,  the  Reward 
again  importuned  me  for  money.  I told  him  he 
had  received  *the  laR  crown  yeRerday,  and  I had 
not  a farthing  left.  He  afked,  what  he  fhould 
do  with  the  man  that  ufed  to  cleave  the  wood, 
and  the  women  that  cleaned  the  children;  for 
being  poor  people,  they  would  fad'ly  want  their 
money : adding,  “ If  there  is  but  one  crown  to 
i(  be  had,  I will  make  fhift.”  I replied,  <c  There 
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tc  is  not  fo  much  now  in  {tore ; but  the  Lord 
“ knows  it  is  an  hofpital  for  the  poor,  and  that 
“ we  have  nothing  for  its  maintenance.”—' u It 
“ is  true,”  fays  he ; and  fo  away  he  went  pretty 
comfortable.  Coming  within  fight  of  the  hof- 
pital, he  faw  a waggon  before  it,  laden  with 
corn,  which  one  of  our  benefactors,  had  caufed  to 
be  conveyed  thither,  (knowing  nothing  of  the 
want  we  then  were  reduced  to;)  at  which  fight  the 
fteward  was.  furprized  with  joy,  exceedingly  ad- 
miring the  wonderful  Providence  of  God.  Yet 
he  had  {till  the  forementioned  concern  upon  him, 
viz?  how  to  get  a little  ready  money  for  the  aforer 
faid  poor  people,  who  had  been  employed  in  the 
hofpital.  In  the  mean  time  it  fell  out,  that  be? 
fides  fome  remnants  of  cloth,  and  fome  children’s 
{lockings,  five  crowns  were  fent  by  a rrierchant, 
and  delivered  to  him>  whom  I bade  the  night  be- 
fore to  bring  me  fome  money ; who  then  readily 
fupplied  the  want  of  the  fteward,  with  as  much 
as  would  fuffice  to  pay  the  cleaver  of  the  wood, 
and  the  women  that  cleaned  the  children.  The 
reft  he  brought  unto  me,  rejoicing  like  a child 
that  he  now  was  able  to  bring  me  fome  money, 
as  I bade  him  the  night  before,  which  he  never 
thought  he  {hould  be  able  to  do. 

The  next  Monday  a patron  and  well-wilher  to 
our  undertaking,  fent  in  twenty  crowns,  after  he 
had  been  acquainted  with  our  circumftances ; and 

another 
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another  perfon  fent  likewife  twenty  crowns  more. 
Befides,  the  above-mentioned  patron,  who  had 
prefented  the  hofpital  with  a waggon-load  of 
corn,  fent  afterwards  another  ; and  fome  fm.all 
fums  of  money  alfo  came  in,  whereby  we  were 
carried  through  our  difficulties  for  that  time,  till 
I received  your  letter,  with  a ducat  inclofed  in  it, 
fent  by  fome  friend  of  your’s  unknown  to  me. 

And  thefe  inftances  I was  willing  here  to  fet 
down,  that  I might  give  you  fome  idea  of  our 
exercife  in  time  of  probation  ; though  I am  fuf- 
ficiently  convinced,  that  narratives  of  this  kind 
will  feem  over-fimple  and  fanciful  to  the  great 
wits  of  the  age. 

Others  have,  for  want  of  better  judgment,  thus 
exprefifed  themfelves  : “ It  was  no  great  prize  to 
(C  build  an  houfe,  when  he  received  enough  to  do 
“ it  withal : if  we  had  fuch  incomes,  we  ffiould 

not  think  it  hard  to  provide  likewife  for  fo 
ff  many  people,  eredt  an  hofpital,  &c.”  But  to 
this  I fay,  that  they  who  reafon  thus,  have  no 
right  apprehenfions  of  the  matter,  fuppofing  that 
3 do  afcribe  to  myfelf  the  feeding  of  fo  many 
people,  and  fetting  up  an  hofpital.  Whereas,  if 
ever  fuch  a thought  ffiould  infinuate  itfelf  into 
my  mind,  I ffiould  take  it  indeed  for  a temptation 
of  the  devil,  and  would  fight  againfl  it  to  the  uu 
fttoil  of  my  power. 


The 
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The  Lord  hath  carried  me  through  many  un- 
trodden ways,  which  human  reafon  had  never  been 
able  to  beat  through,  and  hereby  hath  experi- 
mentally taught  me  the  true  meaning  of  the  words 
of  the  Pfalmift : The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee , G 
Lord,  and  thou  givefi  them  their  meat  in  due  feafon . 
Thou  openefi  thine  hand , and  fatisftejl  the  defire  of 
every  living  thing.  And  of  that  expreffion  of  our 
Saviour : Man  JhaU  not  live  by  bread  alone , but  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God, 
And  how  is  it  pofhble,  that  feeing  two  hundred 
perfons  dining  and  fupping  daily  in  the  hofpital, 

I fliould  make  fuch  a horrid  blunder,  as  prefump- 
tuoufly  to  fay,  “ *Tis  I provide  for  all  thefe.” 

I protefl  before  the  Lord,  that  I take  the  whole 
undertaking  for  a work  intirely  belonging  to  God, 
being  the  product  of  his  goodnefs,  wherein  no 
body  ought  to  have  any  the  leaft  regard  to  me, 
fince  I never  pretended  at  ail  to  have  any  fhare  in 
the  praifes  redounding  thence.  And  how  foon 
might  the  Lord  cut  off  any  fuch  felfifh  pretence, 
if  I fhould  offer  to  arrogate  any  thing  to  myfelf 
in  this  affair,  by  leaving  me  but  once  to  myfelf* 
in  pafTing  through  fo  many  various  trials,  as  he 
hitherto  hath  been  pleafed  to  permit  to  fall  upon 
me,  and  through  which  he  has  wonderfully  con- 
ducted me : for  fo,  all  my  endeavors  and  hopes 
muft  be  fhamefully  difappointed.. 


But 
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But  as  for  the  objection  above  mentioned,  I lay 
farther,  that  I never  knew  before-hand  whence  I 
ffiould  be  fupplied,  nor  with  what  fums : and  con- 
fcquently,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  us  always  to 
make  our  expences  exactly  anfwer  our  income, 
which  is  fo  uncertain.  The  laft  inftance  may 
fufficiently  fhew  what  ftraits  I find  myfelf  now 
and  then  reduced  to,  infomuch  that  there  is  not 
one  crown,  nay,  nor  one  groat  left:  and  this  hap- 
pens fometimes  atfuch  a time  as  requires  a fpeedy 
relief,  under  very  prefling  circumflances.  So  that 
I mufl  place  all  my  confidence  in  a comfortable 
expectation  of  the  further  emanations  of  the  inex- 
hauftible  fountain  of  Divine  Goodnefs. 

It  feems  not  fo  difficult  for  a man  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  God,  under  the  concern  of  providing 
a maintenance  for  his  wife  and  children,  fince 
herein  he  may  with  more  right,  and  greater  bold- 
nefs,  lay  claim  to  his  fatherly  Providence.  For 
thefe  are  nearer  related  to  us  than  the  children 
of  others  ; to  the  outward  maintenance  of  whom, 
no  human  law  compelleth  us.  Here  one  might 
more  eafily  fay,  in  his  applications  to  the  Lord, 
“ Lord,  thou  haft  beftovved  them  upon  me,  and 
6C  I hope  thou  wilt  alfo  take  care  of  them.”  And 
yet  we  obferve  daily,  how  prone  people  are  to 
overcharge  their  hearts  with  a world  of  vexatious 
cares,  whenever  they  do  not  fee  a prefent  ftock  to 
provide  for  their  natural  relations.  All  which 

ihould 
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fhould  infpire  us  with  an  hearty  fenfe  of  the  hand 
of  God  in  this  undertaking,  and  caufe  us  not  to 
grudge  the  praifes  due  to  Him  on  this  behalf. 

But  farther,  I am  Convinced,  that  the  prefump- 
tion  of  any  one,  that  lhould  have  the  boldnefs  to 
undertake  fuch  a work  only  at  a venture"  and 
upon  a conceit  of  his  own  ability*  to  tempt  the 
Providence  of  God,  would  foon  call  him  down 
headlong  into  the  bottom  of  dangerous  precipices* 
and  dafh  in  pieces  the  towering  contrivances  of 
his  felf-conceited  wifdom.  And  this  would  expe- 
rimentally teach  him,  that  the  actual  carrying  on  of 
a bufinefs,  was  very  different  from  the  idle  no- 
tions, and  whimfical  ideas  he  had  framed  to  him* 
felf  about  it,  whilft  he  beheld  his  projected  enter- 
prize  at  a didance.  Which  unexpected  difappoint- 
ment,  I am  fure,  would  foon  check  his  audaci- 
ous attempt,  and  make  him  give  over  the  bufinefs, 
whenever  he  happened  to  be  led  away  into  fome 
labyrinth  of  difficulty,  where  he  might  learn,  how 
fhallow  a foundation  it  was  to  trull  in  human  fup-  % 
ports,  which  too  often  leave  them  in  the  lurch, 
that  over-eagerly  hunt  after  them  ; partly  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  backwardnefs  the  creature  has  to  fup- 
port  its  fellow  creatures,  and  partly  by  reafon  of 
the  utter  impotency  the  creature  lieth  under,  be- 
ing unable  to  do  any  good,  till  the  Lord  infpireth 
it  with  good  thoughts  to  promote  the  caufe  of 
Christ,  and  the  common  good.  Now,  if  not- 

w^thftanding 
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•With (landing  the  intricacy  and  preffure  of  thefe 
difficult'  circumdances,  fuch  an  one  was  dunned 
and  called  upon  all  the  day  long,  to  fupply  fuch 
a numerous  family,  with  bread,  cloaths,  and  many 
other  things,  it  would  put  a fudden  end  to  all  his 
aerial  projects,  which  were  fo  eafily  formed,  and  fo 
far  extended  at  the  time  of  their  contrivance ; and 
then  this  queflion  might  be  put  to  him,  “ Where 
<c  is  now  thy  boafling  ?”  Such  a juncture  of  af- 
fairs would  read  him  a mo  d convincing  ledlure, 
that  Faith  was  not  the  work  of  human  invention, 
but  intirely  of  the  power  of  God,  and  confe- 
quently  that  it  was  the  greateft  foolifhnefs  to 
afcribe  to  himfelf  thefe  things,  the  beginning, 
progrefs,  and  fuccefs  whereof,  depend  intirely 
upon  the  aid  and  fupport  of  Divine  Grace  : which 
would  undoubtedly  then  depart  from  the  crea- 
ture, as  foon  as  it  offered  to  grafp  into  its  own 
poffeffion,  what  of  right  belongeth  only  to  God; 
rather  glorying  in  the  fleffi,  than  in  the  Lord. 

It  is  not  my  defign  in  the  lead  to  obdrudt 
hereby  the  work  of  faith  in  others.  I wiffi  rather 
with  all  my  heart,  that  every  one  may,  with  a full 
affurance,  and  unfhaken  firmnefs  of  mind,  trud  in 
the  living  God,  and  fo  bring  forth  fruits  of  righte- 
oufnefs  in  greater  plenty. 

But  this  I fay,  let  every  one  be  fure  of  the 
foundation  he  builds  on.  Let  him  beware  of  all 
manner  of  prefumptuous  feIf-c.onceitednefs,  and 

T of 
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of  all  feljijh  willing  and  working,  even  in  fuch 
projects  as  feem  dire&ly  to  tend  to  the  promotion 
of  the  good  caufe.  He  is  to  count  the  cojl  over^ 
and  over  : I mean,  he  is  to  make  the  ftri&eft  en- 
quiry into  the  certainty  of  his  call,  or  the  moving 
principle  he  a&eth  upon,  for  fear  of  falling  under 
the  juft  cenfure  of  that  proverb,  This  man  (and  fo 
not  the  Lord)  began  to  build , but  is  not  able  to 
JiniJh . x 

For  my  part,  I readily  confefs  that  I have  been 
engaged  in  this  affair,  and  am  hardly  able  to  give 
any  fufficient  reafon  for  it*  It  was,  I think,  a 
fecret  guidance  of  the  Lord,  whereby  I was  car- 
ried to  the  performing  of  fuch  things,  as  tended 
to  an  end  I had  not  yet  conceived  in  my  mind, 
which  inclined  me  afterwards  to  frame  fuch  a 
defign,  whereof  at  firft  I had  not  entertained  any 
premeditated  project;  which  being  once  laid 
down,  it  became  a means,  under  the  Divine  Con- 
duct, of  carrying  on,  facilitating,  and  accomplifh- 
ing  the  whole  undertaking : and  indeed  the  ex- 
perience requifite  for  fuch  a work,  grew  up  along 
with  the  work  itfelf.  And  I muft  needs  fay,  that 
if  the  Lord  had  furnifhed  me,  when  I firft  went 
about  it,  with  all  that  money  at  once,  which  he 
hath  been  pleafed  from  time  to  time  to  beftow 
upon  me,  I fhould  never  have  laid  it  out  fo  well, 
as  I hope  I have  done,  now  that  it  hath  been  given 
us  fucceftively,  and  at  fuch  times  when  our  wants 

did 
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did  lie  fenfibly  upon  ns.  Such  a vail  fum  of 
money,  to  the  management  whereof  I never  was 
ufed  in  my  life,  would  have  been  a greater  bur- 
then to  me,  (if  I Ihould  have  been  obliged  to 
contrive,  how  to  carry  on  fuch  an  undertaking 
with  fo  large  a flock)  than  all  the  trials  I hitherto 
have  palEed  through.  Praifed  be  therefore  the 
wifdom  of  God,  for  all,  and  in  all  his  wonderful 
dealings. 

If  anybody  fhali  offer  to  brand  me  with  felf- 
interefl  in  this  affair,  I can  eafily  bear  with  that 
afperfion ; and  fo  much  the  more  eafily,  if  he  be 
of  the  number  of  thofe  who  know  nothing  of 
the  trials  I have  undergone,  fince  I have  been 
engaged  therein.  But  more  efpecially,  if  he  do 
not  know  that  I have  found  greater  riches  in  a 
living  faith  in  God,  both  for  me,  and  my  rela- 
tions, than  emperors  and  kings  could  ever  bellow 
upon  us.  The  Lord  hath  gracioully  taught  me 
how  to  underlland,  in  the  light  of  faith,  the  mean- 
ing of  that  faying,  Rom.x iii.  32.  He  that  Jpared 
not  his  own  Son,  hut  delivered  Him  up  for  us  all , 
how  Jhall  He  not  zvith  Him  alfo  freely  give  us  all 
things  ? And  of  that  of  Deut.  x.  9.  Levi  hath  no 
fart  nor  inheritance  with  his  brethren : the  Lord  is 
his  inheritance , according  as  the  Lord  thy  God  pro - 
mifed  him.  I know  how  much  is  to  be  referred  to 
the  lhadow  of  the  old  covenant  in  this  palfage ; 
but  a mortified  felf-denying  life,  becoming  the 
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true  difciple  of  Christ,  and  confiding  in  a gene*, 
rous  defertion  of  all  they  have,  is  more  properly 
to  be  referred  to  the  body  and  fubftance,  than  to 
the  fhadow  and  types  of  the  law;  the  Lord  hav- 
ing promifed  Himfelf  to  be  their  portion,  But 
he  that  never  had  any  experimental  tafte  of  thefe 
promifes,  viz.  that  he  whofe  portion  is  the  Lord, 
wanteth  nothing,  ^nd  that  he  never  is  a lofer,  that 
leaveth  all  for  His  fake ; fuch  a one  will  hardly 
be  perfuaded  to  lay  afide  his  jealous  furmifes,  be- 
caufe  he  judgeth  others  by  himfelf. 

But  I find  myfelf,  much  honored  friend,  fwerv* 
ing  a little  by  this  digrefiion  from  profecuting  the 
account  I had  begun.  I rnufl  then  let  you  know 
farther,  that  the  Lord,  after  the  aforefaid  trials, 
hath  conducted  us,  by  a gentle  pace,  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1701.  Since  I received  the  ducat  of  C, 
a benefadtor  fent  four  ducats ; and  another,  fifty 
crowns ; and  a certain  ambaffador  from  N.  forty 
more.  Out  of  the  before-mentioned  filver  mine 
alfo  came  in  two  crowns.  Moreover,  an  unknown 
perfon  fent  eight  bufhels  of  corn ; and  the  perfon 
who  engaged  to  furnifh  the  hofpital  with  fait,  fent 
in  a quantity  thereof.  A certain  minifter  in  ano- 
ther province,  had  within  his  parfonage  gathered 
a free  collection  for  our  hofpital,  amounting  to 
forty-one  crowns  one  fhilling,  which  he  fent  in. 
The  forementioned  patron,  who  had  ufed  every 
new  year  to  beftow  fifty  crowns  upon  the  hofpital, 

fent 
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Cent  them  now  in  before  the  old  year  was  out ; 
and  another  of  our  benefactors  fent  two  hundred 
crowns:  alfo  a certain  prince  gave -thirty.  Not 
now  to  mention  others,  for  brevity’s  fake ; which 
yet  are  not  forgotten  before  the  Lord,  or  in  my 
heart. 

Lad:  Chridmas  our  children  were  treated  by  a 
patron,  who  ordered  road  meat,  and  white  bread, 
to  be  provided  for  them.;  which  made  them  a 
very  handfome  entertainment, 

Befides  thofe  benefits  which  have  been  annually 
gathered  in  this  year,  God  hath  excited  fome  to 
bequeath  in  their  lad  wills  and  tedaments  feveral 
hundreds  of  crowns  to  the  hofpital,  which  the 
Lord  we  hope  will  render  forthcoming  thereto  in 
his  . time.  One  alfo  who  received  a fmall  legacy, 
left  him  by  a deceafed  friend,  prefented  thereof 
fourteen  crowns  to  the  hofpital.  There  has  like- 
wife  been  fent  fome  fhifts  and  caps,  ready  made, 
with  neckcloths,  and  other  things  of  that  na- 
ture. A countefs  fent  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
pounds  of  butter,  and  an  hundred  and  fix  pounds 
of  cheefe.  A minider  fent  flax  and  linen,  with 
advice,  that  a piece  of  ground  was  fown  with  flax, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital.  A certain  royal  officer 
prefented  to  the  hofpital  half  an  hundred  weight 
of  fiffi,  and  at  another  time  an  hog  : and  fome 
other  perfons  gave  fome  beef  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor. 


I forbear 
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I forbear  to  mention  all  the  fmall  fums  of  mo- 
ney falling  in  now  and  then,  not  only  becaufe  it  is 
not  for  my  purpofe  at  prefent,  (which  is  to  give 
but  fome  difcovery  of  the  gracious  dealings,  and 
Providential  Footfieps,  of  our  great  God,  for  which 
that  may  fuffice  which  has  been  faid  already  upon 
this  fubjedt)  but  alfo  becaufe  I am  obliged  to 
give  a particular  account  only  to  the  Lord,  who 
hath  intruftea  me  with  the  management  of  this 
affair ; to  whofe  difpofal  both  our  income  and 
expences  are  intirely  committed.  In  the  mean 
time,  I proteft  that  I do  not  defpife  the  gift  of 
any,  let  it  be  never  fo  fmall ; becaufe  I,  on  one 
hand,  keep  my  eyes  fixed  on  Him  who  inclineth 
the  heart,  and,  on  the  other,  on  the  inward  priry 
ciple  of  that  fincere  and  cordial  affedtion,  whence 
fuch  charitable  emanations  are  derived  ; fo  that 
now  and  then  a few  groats  are  as  neceffary  and  ac- 
ceptable, as  hundreds  of  crowns  at  fome  other 
times.  As  for  inftance,  when  once  a poor  fervant, 
knowing  nothing  of  the  great  want  I was  then 
juft  reduced  to,  offered  me  two  crowns,  being  the 
produdt  of  her  daily  labor,  and  prefented  it  to 
the  hofpital,  as  a facrifice  of  her  fincere  charity, 
to  be  fpent  for  the  poor.  And  when,  at  another 
time,  a well-inclined  friend,  coming  from  a 
journey,  offered  me  a crown,  which  was  given 
him  by  the  way,  for  the  hofpital.  Such,  and  the 
like  little  fums,  falling  in  at  feafonable  hours,  have 

often 
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often  left  as  deep  an  impreflion  of  God’s  tender 
Providence  upon  my  mind,  as,  at  another  time, 
moil  confiderable  fupplies.  The  Lord  be  the 
exceeding  great  reward  of  all  thofe  who  have  call 
in  fomething  for  our  fupport,  in  that  day  wherein 
every  one  (hall  reap  the  fruit  of  his  works,  whether 
be  good  or  evil. 

I cannot  forbear  to  mention  here  by  the  way, 
the  Cabinet  of  Rarities , which,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
pupils,  at  firfl  began  to  be  ereCted  upon  fome  free 
gifts  of  certain  benefactors,  and  is  fince  increafed 
to  a pretty  good  number  of  fine  and  curious 
pieces  of  nature  and  art . 

In  the  mean  time,  the  building  of  the  hofpital 
itfelf  was  advanced  about  Eafter  1701,  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  the  three  principal  (lories  were  made 
habitable  and  ufeful.  After  this  the  ground  floor 
was  got  ready  for  the  apothecary’s  (hop,  and  the 
printing-houfe ; the  former  whereof  was  actually 
fet  up  there  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer,  and 
the  latter,  about  the  beginning  of  autumn,  and 
both  of  them,  thanks  be  to  God,  are  now  in  a 
pretty  good  (late.  The  laboratory  belonging  to 
the,  apothecary’s  fhop,  or  difpenfary,  was  ereCted 
in  the  yard. 

The  uppermoft  parts  of  the  new  building  were 
finifhed,  the  chimnies  perfected,  and  the  floves 
fet  up  in  their  places,  about  the  fame  time.  The 
old  houfe,  which  was  bought  in  1698,  (formerly 


an 
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an  inn)  has  been  joined  to  the  new  houfe,  and  fb 
fitted  up  for  a dwelling-place  and  a fchool  for  the 
girls,  as  the  new  houfe  contains  the  lodgings  and 
fchool  for  the  boys,  which  greatly  facilitates  our 
infpedfion  of  the  fchools,  and  the  order  obferved 
therein. 

This  good  ftep  which  has  been  made  towards 
the  finishing  of  the  building*  has  alfo  proved  a 
'means  to  ufe  the  children  to  a more  regular  prac- 
tice of  handy-craft  trades,  which  hitherto  was  not 
fo  practicable,  by.reafon  of  the  feveral  hired 
houfes  the  children  were  lodged  in.  However, 
the  progrefs  made  therein  is  but  little  as  yet ; and 
the  bed  method  we  have  hitherto  found  of  putting 
it  in  motion,  is  by  exercifing  the  knitting  trade ; a 
mafter  whereof  is  actually  taken  in.  The  children 
are  made  to  apply  themfelves  to  it,  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  fome  of  them  work  more  hours  when 
they  are  at  it',  than  others.  Now  that  which  is 
required  of  the  knitting-mailer  condds,  at  this 
time,  in  the  following  particulars: 

1.  That  he  come  in  the  morning  about  feven 
o’clock,  and  go  away  at  night  about  the  fame  hour. 

2.  That  he  divide  the  wool  into  three  forts; 
the  bed  whereof  is  to  be  ufed  for  fuch  dockings 
as  are  to  be  fold ; the  middle  fort,  to  make  the 
children  dockings ; and  the  coarfed,  either  for 
gloves  to  the  children,  or  to  line-  their  waidcoats, 
or  for  fome  other  ufe. 


3.  That 
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3.  That  he  have  always  wool  made  ready  for 
working,  before  that  be  fpent  which  they  are 
about,  and  take  care  that  the  wool  be  well  carded 
and  drafted,  as  alfo  well  fpun.  But  in  this  laft, 
the  children  have  not  yet  made  any  conftderable 
progrefs,  for  as  much  as  it  requires  a long  practice 
to  make  one  dextrous  at  it. 

4.  That  when  he  receives  of  children  what  they 
have  fpun,  he  weigh  it,  and  keep  every  one's 
worfted  by  itfelf,  and  give  notice  to  the  tutor, 
whether  the  children  have  performed  their  talk 
as  they  ought  to  do,  or  not,  that  the  talk  of  every 
one  being  marked  down  in  a book  appointed 
for  that  purpofe,  fuch  as  have  been  idle  may  be 
rebuked. 

5.  That  he  at  once  weigh  off  fo  much  worfted 
to  a boy,  as  is  required  for  a pair  of  ftockings, 
which  the  boy  is  to  keep  till  the  ftockings  are 
done,  and  when  he  has  got  them  ready,  the  mafter 
is  to  weigh  the  ftockings  again,  to  fee  whether  all 
the  worfted  has  been  ufed,  or  whether  the  boy 
has  wafted  any  of  it. 

6.  That  he  take  a more  particular  care  of  about 
half  a dozen  boys,  to  make  them  perfedt  in  knit- 
ting within  the  fpace  of  a month,  or  fix  weeks ; 
yet  fo  as  not  to  overlook  the  reft. 

Now  as  the  Lord  hitherto  hath  accompanied 
thefe  fmall  endeavors  with  his  bleffing,  fo  I can- 
not forbear  to  mention  ftill  another  particular ; 

U which 
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which  is*  the  fetting  np  of  our  bookfeller's  Jhop ; 
whereby  he  hath  given  us  a frefh  inftance  that 
He  is  able  to  accomplifh  the  work  which  he  hath 
begun.  For  when,  about  four  years  ago,  a fermon 
concerning  the  Duties  of  Chriftians  towards  the  Poor , 
was  publifhed,  and  we  had  no  thoughts  of  fetting 
up  a bookfeller’s  fhop,  Providence  was  pjeafed  to  , 
make  this  the  occafion  thereof,  and  actually  to 
teach  the  perfon  who  was  employed  about  the 
printing  that  difcourfe,  what  was  his  particular 
duty  towards  the  poor,  to  be  afterwards  per- 
formed. And  indeed  he  hath  carried  it  on  to  this 
day,  out  of  a tender  regard  towards  them,  being 
now  fully  intruded  with  the  management  both  of 
the  bookfeller’s  fhop  and  the  printing -houfe. 

Afterwards  it  fell  out,  that  another  fermon, 
treating  upon  the  JuJlification  of  a Sinner  before 
GOD,  was  put  out  at  the  requeft  of  fome  friends ; 
wherein  the  hidden  defigns  of  Divine  Providence 
were  foon  after  difcovered  ; for  this  proved  the 
beginning  of  a whole  fet  of  fermons,  which  were 
fuccefiively  publifhed,  upon  all  the  Qofpels  read 
in  the  Church  throughout  the  whole  year. 

Before  half  thefe  fermons  were  publifhed,  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confer 
the  privilege  of  fetting  up  both  a bookfeller’s  Jhop 
and  2i  print ing-houfe.  However,  at  that  time,  either 
of  them  was  as  yet  out  of  our  reach,  both  for 
want  of  money  rcquifite  for  fuch  an  undertaking, 

and 
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and  of  perfons  duly  qualified  for  managing  and 
carrying  on  the  fame.  But,  for  all  that,  we  had 
good  hopes  that  the  Lord  would  bring  it  to  bear, 
in  its  appointed  time. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  aforefaid  perfon,  who 
firfl  fet  about  this  work,  purfued  it  conllantly, 
and,  within  a fhort  fpace  of  time,  pufhed  it  on  fa 
far,  that  he  wanted  more  hands  to  affift  him. 
When  this  came  to  be  known,  fome  perfons,  out 
of  a principle  of  felf-intereft,  did  their  utmofl  to 
put  a flop  to  it;  but  the  Lord,  who  had  laid  the 
foundation,  was  able  enough  to  protect  it,  and 
bring  it  to  a full  fettlement,  which  many  have 
wondered  at. 

It  proved  a powerful  help  to  this  undertaking, 
when  Dr.  Spener,  out  of  a tender  concern  for 
the  hofpital,  granted  us  permiffion  to  print  his 
Paraphrafe  on  the  firft  epiflle  of  John,  and  to 
make  over  to  the  hofpital  the  benefit  refulting 
from  thence:  which  afterwards  was  followed  with 
his  Refponfa  Theologies,  making  up  four  volumes 
in  quarto.. 

The  aforefaid  treatife  on  the  firft  epiflle  of  John , 
was  printed  in  the  year  1699,  about  Eafter;  in 
exchange  for  feveral  copies  whereof,  we  received 
fome  other  books,  at  the  yearly  fair  of  Leipfick, 
kept  about  this  time;  being  now  fully  rcfolved  to 
furnifh  our  fhop  with  a good  flock  of  books* 
which  other  bookfellers  offered  for  ours. 

V 2 We 
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We  hired  a Tingle  room  for  this  affair  at  firfl, 
but  Toon  finding  it  too  finally  we  were  obliged  to 
take  in  others  that  were  larger,  till  at  laft  it  was 
quite  removed  into  the  new  hofpital,  and  fixed 
in  a room  particularly  appointed  for  it,  which 
was  done  Auguft  2,  1700 ; where  it  has  been  kept 
ever  fince  under  God’s  blefling  to  this  day. 

But  the  overflowing  corruption  of  this  age  be- 
ing alfo  crept  into  the  bookleller’s  fhop,  by  means 
of  abundance  of  fcandalous  pamphlets,  the  fcrib- 
biers  and  fellers  whereof  have,  in  thefe  latter  times , 
too  much  peftered  the  world,  we  foon  obferved 
that  the  felling  and  difperfing  of  fuch  books, 
would  not  only  draw  a dreadful  curfe  after  it, 
but  charge  alfo  the  hofpital  with  the  fins  of  all 
that  fliould  buy  fuch  books,  (reading  whereof 
generally  gives  a lading  tin&ure  of  many  impure 
notions,  being  fluffed  with  nothing  but  foolifh 
evaporations  of  an  idle  brain)  we  induflrioufly 
avoided  all  fuch  papers  or  pamphlets  as  were  ac- 
commodated to  the  corrupt  palate  of  the  age. 
And  if  perhaps  one  or  two  of  them  were  brought 
in  with  other  books,  they  were  no  fooner  difco- 
vered  than  committed  to  the  flames. 

Out  of  the  fame  principle,  we  have  laid  afide 
that  finful  cuflom  of  over-rating  our  books,  now 
too  much  grown  into  fafhion ; and,  according  to 
our  Saviour’s  do&rine.  Tea  hath  been  yea,  and  Nay, 
nay , with  us. 


As 
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As  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  edification  of  our 
fellow  creatures,  is  the  very  mark  we  hitherto  have 
endeavored  to  keep  our  eyes  fixed  on,  fo  we  have 
done  our  utmoft  to  direct  our  projects  to  this  main 
fcope  ; and  accordingly,  befides  a German  Bible, 
have  publifhed  other  fuch  books  as  might  anfwer 
this  great  end ; a catalogue  of  the  chief  whereof 
I think  fit  here  to  annex, 

Arnold's,  Gottfried,  Lives  of  the  Fathers.  4to, 
*—  Character  of  aMinifter  of  theGofpel ; taken 
out  of  the  writings  of  the  holy  fathers,  and 
according  to  the  fenfe  of  the  primitive  church. 
8 vo. 

Barnabas  and  Clement's  Epiftles,  done  into  High 
Dutch.  i2*mo. 

Benthem's  prefent  State  of  the  Church  of  England* 
8 vo. 

Boehmer’s  Jus  Parochiale.  4to. 

Erafmus' s Miles  Chriftianus.  8vo. 

Franck's,  Augujl  Herman,  Set  of  Sunday  Sermons 
upon  the  Gofpels.  4to. 

< — — Funeral  Sermon,  preached  at  the  interment 
of  Madam  Stryke. 

• Account  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the 

Hofpital  at  Glaucha  without  Hall ; difcovering 
the  moil  remarkable  Footfteps  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence in  the  erecting  and  managing  the  fame, 
4 to. 


Franck's 
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Franck's  Treatife  concerning  the  Sin  of  Human 
Fearfulnefs.  i2mo. 

•*- — EfTay  upon  the  Manner  of  Christ’s  being' 
the  Subfiance  of  the  whole  Scripture.  With 
an  Appendix,  wherein,  by  way  of  application, 
is  fhewn,  how  the  doctrine  of  Christ’s  Refur- 
rection  has  been  pointed  at  in  many  types  of 
the  Old  Teftament.  8vo. 

- Effay  on  Education  of  Children  to  Piety 

and  Chriftian  Prudence.  4to. 

— — The  fame  Subject  of  Education  considered, 
in  a Preface  prefixed  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Cambray’s  Treatife  concerning  the  Education 
of  Daughters,  nmo. 

— Manduftio  ad  Ledtionem  Scripture.  Una 
. cum  Additamentis  Regulas  Hermeneuticas  de 
Af&dtibus,  8c  Enarrationes  ac  Introdudtiones 
fuccindtas  in  aliquot  Epiftolas  Paulinas  com- 
pledtentibus.  i2mo. 

■ — ■ — Some  plain  and  fhort  Directions  concerning 
the  true  practical  reading  of  the  Bible.  i2mo. 

• Introduction  to  the  Bible,  efpecially  the  New 

Teftament ; wherein  more  particularly  the  Scope 
of  every  book  of  the  New  Teftament  is  laid 
open.  Together  with  an  Appendix,  containing 
the  fubftance  of  the  treatife,  reduced  to  a form, 
of  eafy  queftions  and  anfwers,  in  order  to  be 
taught  to  children.  Fitted  for  the  ufe  of  fchool- 
mafters,  ltudents  in  divinity,  and  fuch  as  are 
employed  in  catechifing.  12111a. 
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Franck's  Scheme,  containing  both  the  duty  of  a 
Minifter  in  relation  to  his  congregation,  and 
the  duty  of  the  Congregation  in  relation  of  the 
practical  improvement  of  the  paftoral  duty. 
More  particularly  concerning  the  right  cele- 
brating of  the  great  Feftivals,  of  the  Lord's 
day,  of  the  Apoftles  days,  of  fait  days,  of 
Lent.  Likewife  the  repeating  of  fermons,  the 
'catechetical  exercifes,  the  week  fermons  and 
ledtures,  the  duty  of  prayers,  and,  generally, 
the  right  and  faving  application  of  the  Word 
of  God.  Printed  heretofore  under  the  title  of 
A Memorial  for  Glaucha , and  fuited  to  the  {late 
of  .his  congregation,  , wherein  it  was,  about  the 
year  1693. 

— Character  of  Timothy,  drawn  up  and  un- 
folded for  the  imitation  of  all  ftudents  in  divi- 
nity. 1 2 mo. 

* Meditation  upon  Grace  and  Truth ; John  i. 

17.  wherein  the  true  fcriptural  notion  of  thefe 
words  (containing  fummarily  the  fundamental 
points  of  Chriftian  religion)  is  enquired  into : 
fhewing  withal  how  a Chriftian,  from  a lively 
and  experimental  knowledge  thereof,  may  draw 
comfort  and  virtue  for  daily  growth  in  the  in- 
ward life.  , 

■—  Some  Directions  concerning  Converfation  and 
Retirednefs;  and  how  a Chriftian  may,  in  each 
of  them,  keep  up  a good  confcience,  and  im- 
prove them  to  a fpiritual  ufe.  i2mo. 
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Franck's  Exhortatory  Difcourfe  to  the  Duty  6{ 
Praifes  and  Thankfgivings.  Delivered  in  the 
newly-eredted  Holpital  at  Glaucha  without 
Hall.  4to. 

— — Two  Letters  to  fome  Friends  abroad ; con- 
taining feveral  particular  points  of  Chriftian 
Religion  ; efpecially  under  this  prefent  difpen- 
fat-ion.  4to. 

— — An  Exhortatory  Difcourfe  upon  the  eighty- 
ninth  Pfalm,  for  fpiritually  improving  the  Co- 
ronation day  of  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  being  the 
1 8th  of  January,  1701.  Delivered  in  the  Hof- 
pital  at  Glaucha.  410. 

• The  Order  and  Method  of  Teaching  in  the 

Collegiate  School  (now  called  Radagoglum 
Regium)  eredted  at  Glaucha.  4to. 

— — Prsecipua  Capita  quihus  Pzedagogium  Glau- 
cha Halenfe  difFert  a plerifq ; Scholis  Publicis. 
4to. 

Of  the  great  Decay  of  Church  Difcipline, 

and  the  Neceffity  of  reviving  it : being  a Pre- 
face prefixed  before  Mr.  Seidel’s  treatife  againft 
gaming,  tippling,  dancing,  drinking  clubs,  and 
other  conventicles  of  that  nature. 

- — — Eflay  how  a Man  may  enter  into  himfelf, 
in  order  to  retrieve  a .true  fenfe  of  Piety  : in 
a Preface  before  a treatife  of  a fimilar  nature. 


1 zmo. 


Franck 


THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PROVIDENCE.  , ,53 

Fraud  on  what  Encouragement  and  Edification 
one  may  draw  from  the  Examples  of  the  pri- 
mitive Chriftians:  in  a Preface  before  Dr. 
Weller’s  Martyr  Book.  8vo. 

— Of  a deceitful  Converfion,  upon  the  words 
in  Hofea  vii.  16.  In  a Preface  to  Mr.Wiegleb’s 
Treatife  about  the  right  ufe  of  Luther’s  Cate- 
chifm. 

— Effay  upon  Luther’s  High  Dutch  Tranfia- 
tion  of  the  Bible;  wherein,  by  a colledtion  of 
many  paffages  compared  with  the  original  text, 
is  modejlly  fliewn  that  this  verfion  wants  to  be 
refined.  4to. 

Apologetical  Pieces  concerning  the  afore- 
going  fubjedt,  and  fome  falfe  imputations  and 
innovations  charged  upon  the  author. 

— - Treatife  upon  the  Duty  of  Prayer ; whereto, 
by  way  of  an  Appendix,  is  annexed  a Refponfum 
Tbeolegicum,  or  determination  of  the'  divines  of 
the  univerfity  of  Kiel,  in  Holfatia,  about  the 
certainty  of  God’s  gracious  granting  what  one 
prays  for.  Occafioned  by  a remarkable  cafe  of 
a man,  who,  by  his  prayers,  cured  many  perfons 
lying  dangeroufly  ill.  An  account  whereof  is 
given  at  large,  and  the  aforefaid  Refponfum 
Tbeologicum  about  fuch  extraordinary  gifts  fub- 
joined,  with  approbation  of  the  per  Ions  con- 
cerned  therein. 
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The  Love  Theology;  or  the  Life  and  Works 
of  Catherine  de  Genoa,  done  out  of  Mr.  Poiret  s 
french  edition.  i2mo. 

KaepkeyCs , Balthafat , Myftical  Divinity  , with  Dr. 
Spener’s  Preface.  8vo, 

Tveatife  of  New  Obedience,  8vq, 

MchaeliSi  Job.  Hemic.  Tra&at.  de  Accents 
Ebraicis.  8vo. 

Peterferds,  Job,  mil.  Scriptural  Catechifm.  i imo. 
Peterfen’s,  Jane  Eleouore,  Spiritual  Combat;  un- 
folding the  nature  of  this  combat,  the  difficul- 
ties, impediments,  doubts^  apd  other  practica 
points;  fet  forth  under  the  emblem  of  the  feven 
churches,  mentioned  by  St.  John  in  the  Revela 
tion,  and  their  feveral  difpofitions  myftkally  or 
internally  applied.  12010. 

Regius,  Urbanus,  Christ’s  Difcourfe  with  his  two 
Difciples,  in  his  way  to  Emmaus,  paraphrafed. 

Speners,  Philip  James,  Paraphrafe  on  the  firft  epiftle 
of  John.  4to. 

Refponfa  Theologica,  4 tom.  4t°- 

Strykius,  Samuel,  De  Cautelis  T eftamentorum.  Lat. 

4to.  - 

Fmkerod’s,  Gottfried,  Enquiry  into  the  nature  ot 

things  commonly  called  indifferent ; againftMr. 
Roth.  4to,' 

Vidfory  of  Truth  ; againft  the  fame. 

Wiegleb's,  Jerome,  Treatife  upon  the  chief  Hind- 
rances in  the  Work  of  Converfion.  1 2 mo. 


THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PROVIDENCE. 


*5$ 


July  the  2$*hr,  the  Lord  gave  us  a frefh  proof 
of  his  favbr  herein  towards  the  hofpital ; for  while 
we  were  concerned  about  the  neceffaries  for  put- 
ting the  prefs  in  order,  we  met  with  a good  op- 
portunity of  purchafmg  both  letters  and  other 
utenfils. 

In  ordering  this  affair,  we  were  taken  up  till 
Michaelmas,  and  then  a compofitor,  and  fome 
other  workmen,  were  aft ually  employed ; and 
fince  that  time*  two  preffes  have  been  always  kept 
going. 

Likewlfe  fome  of  the  boys  bred  in  the  hofpi- 
tal, have  been  employed  in  learning  this  trade, 
whereby  in  time  they  may  get  an  honeff  liveli- 
hood. 

This  now  proved  a powerful  fupporf  for  a 
bookfeller’s  fhop:  for  having  employed  hitherto 
feveraj  preffes  in-  Hall,  or  fome  other  places,  we 
have  met  with  many  difappointments,  which  are 
now,  by  fo  regular  a fettlement,  happily  pre- 
vented, and  every  thing  relating  to  the  hofpital 
rendered  effe&ual,  by  the  joint  concurrence  of  all 
thefe  efUhl-ilhments, 

No  lefs  hath  been  the  advantage  derived  to 
the  hofpital  by  means  of  the  apothecary  s Jhop ; fo 
that  we  are  utterly  unable  to  make  a return  of 
thanks  fuitable  to  the  benefits  we  have  received 
at  the  hand  of  God.  Mention  hath  been  made 
already,  in  the  foregoing  narrative,  what  hard 

X 2 cirqum- 
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circumftances  we  lay  under,  on  account  of  tho 
fick  and  difeafed  in  the  hofpital,  and  how  the 
Lord  fuccoured  us  in  fo  fad  a jundture,  by  pro- 
viding us  with  a fpecific,  called  Elixir  Poly  chrejlum> 
againft  the  burning  and  malignant  fever,  which 
then  raged  in  our  hofpital. 

Soon  after  anothe'r  medicine  came  to  our  hand, 
called  Magifierium  Diaphoreticum , being  very  ufcful 
to  carry  off  the  fcabby  and  fcurvy  eruptions,  and 
other  diftempers  of  that  nature,  incident  to  hof* 
pitals ; which  has  this  particular  virtue,  that 
although  it  procures  a large  fweat  to  the  patient, 
yet  it  doth  not  in  the  leaft  diminilh  his  ftrength, 
but  rather  refrefh  and  revive  the  fpirits.  It  i$ 
alfo  ufeful  in  fevers,  tpoth-ach,  apoftemes,  and 
for  deftroying  of  worms,. 

But  the  Providence  of  the  Lord  was  more 
eminently  difcovered  in  another  medicine,  called 
Ejfentia  Quiets , by  the  ufe  whereof  many  perfons, 
who  were  almoft  fpent  under  feveral  languilhing 
diftempers,  have  been  happily  reftored,  and  after 
their  recovery,  excited  to  praife  and  extol  the 
Name  of  God.  And  although  this  medicine  doth 
not  properly  belong  to  the  apothecary's  fliop,  it 
being,  as  well  as  fpme  few  others,  prepared  apart 
by  the  phyfician  himfelf,  in  a laboratory,  yet  he 
furnilheth  the  apothecary's  ihop  therewith  ; and 
whatever  we  get  by  it,  is  intirely  laid  out  for  the 
ufe  of  the  hpfpital,  and  other  diftrefled  perfons ; 

a great 
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a great  many  people  having  already  enjoyed  the 
benefit  thereof,  even  without  the  walls  of  the 
hofpital. 

For  indance,  a gentlewoman  being  under  a 
grievous  didemper,  and  condantly  confined  to  her 
bed  for  feven  years,  was  almod  fpent  with  ul- 
cers, both  internal  and  external,  fhewing  them- 
felves  almod  evefy  month,  and  caufing  the  moil 
furious  pains : her  bread  was  very  much  difor- 
dered,  and  this  attended  with  other  difmal  acci- 
dents ; for  her  back-bone  was,  by  the  lading 
violence  of  the  didemper,  become  crooked,  and 
one  of  her  arms,  and  one  of  her  legs,  were  the 
breadth  of  two  fingers  diorter  than  their  oppofites. 
This  fad  and  violent  didemper  was  at  lad  con- 
quered by  the  ufe  of  this  medicine;  fo  that,  under 
God’s  blefiing,  fire  was  not  only  fet  free  from  her 
raging  pain,  but  her  contracted  limbs  were  fo  far 
extended  in  one  night,  that  they  regained  their 
jud  proportion,  and  her  back-bone  was  likewife 
jredored  to  its  natural  date,  fo  that  now  ihe  is  able 
to  go  without  help. 

ft  has  likewife  been  obferved,  that  this  EJfentla 
Du  las  cheereth  up  nature,  promotes  red  and  deep, 
and  confequently  is  very  ufeful  for  old  and  de- 
cayed people.  It  has  a fpecial  effeCt  upon  the 
done  and  gravel ; an  indance  whereof  has  been 
feen  in  a perfon,  affeCted  therewith  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, that  he  refolved  to  fubmit  to  the  painful 

operation 
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operation  of  cutting,  being  fcarce  able  to  ftir  or 
help  hitnfelf  at  all ; but  by  the  ufe  of  this  medi- 
cine, he  was  reflored  fo  far,  that  he  could  either 
walk  on  foot,  or  endure  the  fhaking  of  a coach. 
Not  now  to  mention  its  other  fignal  effe&s,  in 
curing  the  gout,  palpitations  of  the  heart,  falling 
ficknefs,  the  cholic  and  conyulfions,  weaknefs  of 
the  fight,  and  the  like. 

The  furgeons  have  found  it  very  ferviceable  in 
cancers , and  other  ulcers  which  feemed  to  be  in- 
curable. It  has  alfo  reflored  withered  limbs  to 
their  former  vigor  and  proportion,  being  only 
outwardly  anointed  therewith.  Thofe  that  are 
conflant  laborers  in  our  hofpital,  have  .re  aped  no 
fmal  1 benefit  by  it,  and  I myfelf  have  feaion  to 
praife  the  Lord  for  the  efred  it  has  hacj  upon 
me  ; it  being  of  fuck  a nature  that  it  reyiweth 
the  {Length  and  vigor  of  the  body  tired  out  by 
hard  work.  But  a particular  paper  being  printed, 
fetting  forth  more  at  large  the  virtues  of  this 
medicine,  l forbear  a#  prefent  to  mention  any  more 
of  it. 

)t  would  require  too  prolix  a narrative,,  if  I 
fhould  give  an  account  in  particular,  of  every 
ikfp  of  Divine  Providence,  efpecially  how  the 
Lord  hath  inclined  the  heart  of  many  eminent 
per  Ions  to  join  their  endeavors  for  fupporting  the 
undertaking*  after  it  was  begum  Amongfl  others, 
he  hath  been  pleafed  to  excite  a well-difpofed 

phyfician 
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phyfician  to  communicate  to  the  hofpital  Tome  of 
his  Arcana  Medic*,  which  he  by  experience  has 
found  extraordinary  ufeful  in  mod  detperate  cafes* 
All  which  make  us  hope  that  the  Loro  will 
farther  enable  us,  even  in  this  point,  the  moie 
effectually  to  fupport  all  manner  of  poor  and 
diftreffied  people. 

After  this  account  I have  given  you,  moil  ho- 
nored friend,  of  the  feveral  bleffings  which  hitherto 
we  have  met  with  in  ereCting  the  bookfeller  s and 
apothecary’s  fhop,  you  may  poffibly  be  apt  to 
think  that,  under  fuch  cireumftances  as  I have 
been  defcribing,  the  hofpital  might  in  great  part 
be  maintained  by  the  produces  of  thefe  two  foun- 
dations, and  fo  you  may  wonder  at  fuch  hard  trials 
as  have  been  mentioned  before.  But  to  undeceive 
you  in  this  affair,  you  mult  know,  that  the  carry- 
ing op  of  thefe  feveral  eflablifhments  (tending  to 
a future  fupport  of  the  undertaking)  has  hitherto 
rather  increafed,  than  leflened  the  difficulties.  It 
is  true,  that  whensoever*  the  wheels  of  thefe  feve- 
ral constitutions  fhall  be  all  fet  a-going,  and  the 
children  have  arrived  to  fome  perfection  in  the 
management  of  their  work,  this  may  prove,  in  all 
appearance,  a powerful  fupport  for  the.  hofpital, 
and  fo  fatisfy  at  laft  that  unbelieving  and  waver- 
ing fort  of  people,  which  hitherto  have  doubted 
fo  much  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  affair,  becauie  there 

was  no  fixed  fund  provided  for  it.  But  {b  long 
' as 
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as  thefe  things  are  not  brought  to  a firm  and  fet- 
tled ftate,  (efpecially  there  being  no  more  money 
provided  for  eflablifhing  thefe,  and  carrying  them 
on,  than  for  the  bofpital  itfelf)  any  rational  man 
may  eafily  conclude,  that  the  bofpital  cannot  reap 
as  yet  any  benefit  from  them.  But  I muft  needs 
fay,  that  even  this  I take  for  one  of  the  moft 
eminent  fteps  the  wonderful  Providence  of  God 
hitherto  hath  traced  out  before  us,  viz.  that  for 
the  fettling  of  thefe  conffitutiohs,  we  have  h?d  no 
other  fund  than  we  had  for  erefting  the  hofpital 
itfelf,  which  was  only  the  propitious  Providence 
and  goodnefs  of  God. 

After  we  had  thus  been  convinced,  by  many 
proofs,  of  God's  tender  regard  to  the  poor,  we 
refolved  then  to  promote,  under  his  blefling,  the 
four  following  things,  which  in  time  to  come 
may  prove  inftrumental  to  the  facilitating  this 
bufinefs,  viz.  i.  The  backfiller's  Jhop.  2.  The 
privilege  of  a print mg-boufi.  3.  The  apothecary's 
ficp.  4.  The  children’s  conjlant  work.  From 
whence  it  may  fufficiently  appear,  that  thefe  par- 
• ticular  undertakings  have  been  no  lefs  attended 
vvith  frequent  trials,  than  the  letting  up  the  hof- 
pital itfelf,  and  which  were  only  to  be  conquered 
by  prayer,  and  faith  in  the  Lord;  fo  that  the 
laying  down  a particular  account  of  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  thefe  feveral  foundations,  would 
take  up  too  much  time.  In  fhort,  neceffity  itfelf 

has 
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has  taught  us,  that  whatfoever  money  is  gained 
by  thefe  means,  ought  not  to  be  laid  out  for  any 
other  ufe,  but  to  be  intirely  employed  in  improv- 
ing that  Hock  from  whence  it  fprung,  unlefs  we 
would  fee  a fudden  decay  thereof. 

By  this  fo  large  account  of  the  hofpital,  you* 
my  moil  honored  friend,  may  perhaps  be  inclined 
to  imagine,  that  my  thoughts  muft  needs  be  em- 
ployed in,  and  hurried  about  with  the  manage- 
ment of  every  branch  thereof,  and  confequently 
too  much  diflradted,  and  fo  hindered  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  pafloral  office.  But  I have  already 
faid,  in  the  foregoing  account,  that  every  branch 
has  a particular,  and  that  a faithful  overfeer , to 
carry  it  on : fo  that  I am  only  concerned  therein, 
lb  far  as  it  falleth  under  a mutual  debate,  both  of 
them , in  their  feveral  places,  and  of  myfelf,  as  the 
prefent  director;  and  this  is  confined  to  an  hour 
after  fupper,  which,  by  reafon  of  my  circum- 
flances,  I could  not  put  to  any  other  ufe. 

But  here  I cannot  forbear  mentioning  two  ob- 
Jlacles , which  hitherto  have  given  me  a great  deal 
of  trouble,  though  I endeavor  to  make  the  bed  I 
can  of  fuch  uneafy  and  perplexing  accidents.  One 
is,  that  people  fancy  that  I am  plentifully  pro- 
vided with  ready  money,  laid  up  in  {lore ; which 
falfe  fuppofition  encourages  them  to  make  fre- 
quent addreffes  to  me,  that  I would  bellow  fome 
of  it  upon  them  ; and  fometimes  they  aik  for  pretty 

Y large 
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large  fums,  which  fome  would  borrow,  and  others 
beg  : and  this  happens  often  at  fuch  a time,  when, 
in  all  probability,  they  may  have  more  money 
than  myfelf. 

Now  though  I not  only  lay  before  them  the 
moft  fenfible  proofs,  to  convince  them,  that  the 
refufal  of  their  demand  is  not  the  effedt  of  want 
of  charity , but  of  ability ; and  alfo  endeavor  to  fhew 
them  how  the  Lord  has  confined  every  one  to 
certain  limits  of  affifting  his  fellow  creatures,  be- 
yond which  he  is  not  able  to  go;  that  fo  people 
may  be  retrained  from  idolizing  creatures  and 
human  fupports,  inftead  of  adoring  Him  who  is 
the  inexhauflible  fountain  of  goodnefs ; yet  many 
will  not  acquiefce  in  fuch  and  the  like  demonflra- 
tions,  but  give  way  to  malignant  fufpicions,  which 
afterwards  breed  flanders,  and  other  vices  of  that 
kind;  efpecially  when  they  believe  fuch  ground- 
lefs  reports  as  have  been  fpread  abroad,  of  the 
plenty  of  our  hofpital. 

The  other  objlacle  and  difficulty  the  bu fine fs  lies 
under,  is  this,  that  feveral  people,  both  from 
neighbouring  and  diftant  places,  importune  me 
that  they  maybe  maintained  here,  or  received 
into  the  hofpital;  failing  of  their  defired  fucccfs 
in  their  refpective  places  and  vocations.  And  I 
muft  confefs,  that  fuch  circumftances  have  given 
me  Hill  a fuller  diicovery  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
men’s  hearts.  The  wonderful  Providence  of  God, 

whereby 


THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PROVIDENCE.  163 

whereby  fo  many  have  hitherto  been  maintained 
in  this  hofpital,  fhould  prove  a means  to  make 
people  draw  nearer  to  Him,  who  is  the  impartial 
and  inexhaufted  Spring,  from  whence  all  the 
rivulets  of  fo  many  endearing  and  ravifhing  proofs 
of  Divine  Mercy  have  fprung ; and  who  is  moft 
ready  to  preferve  every  one’s  foul  and  body,  if 
they  will  but  fhake  off  the  pollutions  of  the  world, 
and  fubmit  with  cheerfulnefs  to  the  will  of  God, 
under  all  the  difpenfations  of  his  Providence ; and 
not  put  their  truft  in  men,  which  indeed  is  a moft 
abominable  idolatry.  But  now  we  may  obferve 
how  the  heart  of  man  takes  every  thing  by  the 
wrong  handle,  and  inftead  of  tracing  out  the  true 
Well  Spring  by  fuch  ftreams  as  flow  out  from 
thence,  is  too  apt  to  gape  after  fome  fmall  ema- 
nations, and  to  acquiefce  therein ; though  they 
are  immediately  dried  up,  and  utterly  cut  off,  as 
foon  as  the  Fountain  witholds  its  fupply. 

If  one  offers  to  redfify  the  notions  of  fuch  per- 
fons,  and  to  give  them  an  infight  into  the  moft 
ardent  and  affectionate  love  of  God  towards  them 
that  have  a fincere  regard  to  his  honor,  to  raife 
thereby  in  them,  if  poffible,  fome  reciprocal  flames 
of  love,  or  tq  infpire  them  with  an  hearty  confi- 
dence in  fo  gracious  a Mafter,  they  yet  remain 
ftrangers  to  the  power  of  faith , and  colour  over 
their  unbelief  with  thefe  and  the  like  expreflions: 
t*  That  though  they  had  no  want  of  truft  in  God, 

Y 2 tc  vet 
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“ yet  fhe  Lord  did  not  a<d  without  means  not 
confidering  that  Gop  is  alfo  fupreme  Mader  of 
all  means,  able  by  Himfelf  to  do  exceeding  abun- 
dantly above  all  we  afk  •.  or  think ; provided  we 
'mind  our  duty,  which  is  to  wait  patiently  for  his 
help,  and  with  condant  prayer  and  felf-denial, 
make  our  application  to  Him ; committing  our- 
felves  to  the  government  of  his  Providence,  with 
fuch  a refignation  as  becomes  a creature,  and  child 
of  God,  to  pay  to  his  Creator  and  Father. 

The  Lord  have  mercy  upon  fuch  poor  people ! 
and  fnew  them,  that  fo  far  as  they  call  their  eyes 
on  me,  they  thereby  decline  from  the  true  fcope 
of  the  whole  undertaking ; which  is  not  in  the 
lead  to  fet  up  any  thing  that  may  leffen  people’s 
dependence  upon  the  Lord  ; much  lefs  that  they 
make  any  thing  of  me ; knowing  well  enough  that 
I am  but  a poor  unprofitable  fervant,  and  undone 
worm,  if  the  Lord  withdraw  himfelf  from  me, 
I fhould  be  fatisfied,  if  every  one  would  but  learn 
fo  much  by  my  example,  as  to  know  by  experience 
the  meaning  of  that  expreffion : When  this  poor 
man  cried , the  Lord  heard  him , and  delivered  him 
out  of  all  his  troubles:  and  fo  rely  intirely  upon 
Him,  who  being  the  mod  independent  Good, 
hath  an  eyerlading  fpring  within  himfelf,  and  fo 
is  infinitely  able  to  help.  But  this  will  teach  them 
alfo,  that  as  the  Lord  doth  not  hear  finners,  they 
are  thence  bound  to  fubdue  their  unbelieving 

hearts^ 
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A*- 

nature,  fincerely  concerning  themfelves  about  an 
hearty  reformation  of  their  lives. 

Whereas,  moil  honored  friend,  if  I Ihould  con- 
nive at  fuch  grofs  miftakes  as  I juft  now  have 
mentioned,  and  take  in  all  manner  of  people  that 
come  ip  my  way,  and  even  thofe  who  adt  upon  a 
j mere  fecular  principle,  (thefe  being  generally  of 
a loofe  converfation,  and  very  importunate,  which 
afterwards  breeds  abundance  of  other  diforders, 
that  get  too  foon  the  afcendent  over  young  peo- 
ple) nothing  would  enfue  but  a moft  certain  ca- 
taftrophe  of  the  whole  undertaking. 

I think  it  not  my  duty  to  intruft  any  perfon 
with  the  management  of  any  part  of  the  hofpital, 
except  I difcover  in  him  a real  fenfe  of  religion* 
joined  with  a generous  refolution  to  renounce  all 
carnal  bye-ends  in  fo  important  a place.  And  I do 
not  engage  with  any  that  are  ftrangers  to  me,  nor 
do  I recommend  fuch  to  others,  for  fear  1 might 
defraud  my  neighbour  with  falfe  coin,  under  pre- 
tence of  performing  the  part  of  a friend. 

Nowr  if,  notwithftanding  all  this  circumfpedtion 
which  I think  necefiary  in  fuch  a juncture,  I fome- 
times  take11  a falfe  ftep,  then  I readily  confefs  that 
I am  but  a man ; yet  willing  to  mend  to  my  ut- 
moft  fuch  things  as  may  be  dilcovered  to  me  that 
want  reformation. 

Any  man  that  is  himfelf  concerned  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  an  undertaking  of  this  nature,  belt 


i66  THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PROVIDENCE. 

knows  the  difficulties  attending  it ; efpecially  if 
one  confiders  the  necejfity  of  good  and  faithful  la- 
borers, on  one  hand,  and  the  fcarcity  of  fuch,  on 
the  other ; keeping  thofe  at  a diftance  who  make 
worldly  gain  or  felf-intereft  their  aim,  and  fa 
prove  good  for  nothing,  but  are  apt  to  create 
mifchief  and  diforders.  But  he  that  never  was 
himfelf  engaged  in  fuch  an  affair,  commonly  finds 
the  greateft  fault  with  them  who  labor  in  it,  be- 
caufe  he  hath  no  other  idea  of  it,  than  what  he 
frameth  in  his  own  idle  fancy,  without  any  adtual 
experience  of  thofe  things  which  befal  fuch  as 
are  employed  therein. 

The  overflowing  corruption  of  our  age  is  ar- 
rived to  fuch  an  height,  that  one  cannot  enough 
lament  the  languifhing  condition  religion  li^s 
under ; which  is  the  caufe  that  in  fuch  a juncture 
of  affairs,  and  under  the  concurrence  of  fo  various 
circumftances,  one  is  not  able  to  ferve  any  one, 
without  giving  great  offence  to  others,  befides  an 
uneafy  and  unprofitable  anxiety  to  himfelf.  It  is 
indeed  a work  of  the  abfolute  power  of  God,  to 
make  a way  through  thefe  difficulties;  who  yet,  in 
the  mean  time,  will  have  us  reft  fatisfied  in  the  pre^ 
fent  difpenftttion  of  his  grace,  and  that  we  heartily 
endeavor  to  be  found  faithful  in  our  ftation,  - 

It  often  comes  into  my  mind,  that  if  the  rich 
men  of  this  world,  who  are  fo  forward  to  hoard 
up.treafures  by  thoufands,  and  hundred  thpufands, 

had 
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had  but  as  much  charity  as  money,  it  would  then 
prove  no  hard  matter  to  fet  up  workhoufes  every 
where;  and  thereby  to  prevent,  at  lead,  the  frivo- 
lous excufes  of  fome,  who  are  too  apt  to  tell  us, 
that  no  work  was  cut  out  for  them,  though  they 
were  never  fo  willing  to  get  their  living  thereby. 
Alas ! how  many  poor  ignorant  fouls  might  be 
refeued  from  the  dominion  of  fin  and  Satan,  and 
fo  brought  back  to  the  Loro  by  fuch,  and  the 
like,  charitable  inftitutions.  But  indeed  it  feems 
to  me,  that  riches  are  now  attended  with  fecret 
judgments  of  God,  eating  out,  as  it  were,  that 
little  fatisfaftion  which  the  owners  might  other- 
wife  reap  from  them,  fo  that  they  prove  a torment 
and  daily  Vexation,  both  to  them  that  are  in  pur- 
fuit  after,  and  thofe  that  are  poflelTed  of  them, 
who  put  themfelves  to  a great  deal  of  trouble  and 
difquiet  upon  that  account.  Hence  it  is,  that  they 
fall  into  moft  violent  quarrels  and  law-fuits  about 
an  handful  of  money,  and  expofe  themfelves  to 
thieves  and  robbers,  and  to  a number  of  other 
afflicting  accidents,  which  ufually  accompany  the 
poffefflon  of  the  things  of  this  world.  Whereas 
they  might  prove  the  means  of  doing  much  good, 
befides  the  joy  and  inward  fatisfaCtion  that  would 
infallibly  redound  to  the  pofleflors,  if  they  ma- 
naged well  their  riches.  No  fooner  now  are  fuch 
covetous  niggards  dead,  but  the  greedy  inheritors 
of  an  eftate,  fo  unhappily  hoarded  up,  will  wafte 

both 


m THE  FOOTSTEP'S  OF  PROVIDENCE, 


both  themfelves  and  their  efiate  with  pomp  and 
fuperfluities.  All  which  may  give  us  a fufficient 
intight,  both  into  the  foolifhnefs  of  people  thus 
charmed  with  uncertain  riches,  and  xht  judgment  of 
God  following  at  the  heels  of  fuch  finful  idolatry* 
But  doth  the  Lord  want  the  help  of  rich  and 
wealthy  people?  and  is  He  not  able  to  bring  about 
his  deiigns  without  them  ? or  is  He  fo  poor  that 
he  muft  depend  upon  their  fup port  ? Surely  no* 
The  truth  is,  that  many  have  made  themfelves 
unworthy  to  prove  inftrumental  in  furthering  fo 
great  a bleffing  by  their  riches,  which  indeed  were 
given  them  to  advance  fuch  noble  and  charitable 
undertakings,  but  have  hitherto  been  mifapplied 
by  them,  to  fatisfy  the  cravings  of  a covetous  dif- 
portion.  Many  who  pretend  more  than  others  to 
a fenfe  of  charity,  feem  often  big  with  abundance 
of  fpecious  proje&s,  which,  they  fay,  fhall  in  their 
proper  feafon  be  put  in  execution  ; but  expecting 
fuch  an  opportunity  as  befl  fuits  their  fancy,  and 
fo  deferring  thofe  from  one  time  to  another,  they 
at  lafl  find  themfelves  involved  in  fuch  circum- 
flances,  that  they  would  fain  be  doing  fome  good, 
but  it  being  then  out  of  their  reach,  all  their  pro- 


jects and  contrivances  come  to  nothing. 

BlefTed  therefore  are  thofe  rich  men  which  re* 
gard  the  Apo  file's  exhortation , i Tim*  vi.  17— 19* 
Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world , that  they  he 
not  high-minded , nor  trufi  in  uncertain  rich.esy  but  in 

the 
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the  living  God*  who  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to 
enjoy . That  they  do  good , that  they  he  rich  in  good 
works , ready  to  difirihute , willing  to  communicate . 
Laying  Up  in  fiore  for  themfelves  a good  foundation 
againjl  the  time  to  come7  that  they  may  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life . 

Such  are  the  judgments  of  God,  now  overflow- 
ing the  world  with  an  inundation  of  fo  dreadful 
diforders,  being  the  juft  effects  of  our  fins ! Yet 
the  Lord  is  able  to  help  when,  how,' and  by  what 
means  he  pleafeth.  Let  us  therefore  intirely  rely 
upon  Him,  who  ftandeth  in  need  of  no  man’s  help 
to  fupport  him,  and  yet  hath  the  hearts  of  all  men 
in  his  hand,  to  incline  them  which  way  he  pleafeth. 
Each  of  us  fliall  in  due  time  reap  what  he  hath 
fown  here,  whether  fparingly  or  bountifully. 

But  I muft  mention  one  thing  more  before  I 
conclude,  which  is,  that  befides  fuch  concerns  as 
more  nearly  relate  to  the  hofpital,  we  have  alfo 
kept  up,  under  God’s  blefling,  a conftitution  begun 
for  the  benefit  of  fuch  as  beg  from  door  to  door, 
and  either  live  here  in  town,  or  come  from  other 
places.  Two  hours  are  fet  apart  every  day,  one 
in  the  forenoon,  another  in  the  afternoon,  wherein 
thefe  poor  people  are  firft  inftru&ed  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  and  afterwards  relieved  with  a 
fupply  of  their  temporal  wants. 

Likewife  the  hofpital  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
few  poor  widozvs , depending,  under  God,,  upon 

Z the 
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the  generous  charity  of  one  particular  w'ell-dif- 
pofed  gentleman,  hath  continued  hitherto  in  a 
flourilhing  condition. 

The  reft  of  our  inflitutions  that  have  been  hi- 
therto carried  on,  tq  retrieve,  if  poffible,  a good 
education,  1 here  pafs  by  in  filence,  bCcaufe  they 
have  no  immediate  relation  to  the  hofpital,  to  give 
an  account  whereof  was  at  prefent  my  only  defign. 
If  any  body  be  defirous  to  inform  himfelf  of  the 
nature  of  our  P <c dagogi uni.,  or  collegiate  fchool,  I 
refer  him  to  a -large  account , wherein  the  whole 
method  of  managing  that  affair  is  diftindtly  laid 
down.  As  likewife  another  fmall  treat ife  has  been 
publifhed,  about  inculcating  upon  children  good 
Principles  both  of  Religion  and  Chrijlian  Prudence , 

I cannot  forbear  mentioning  here  alfo  the  pre*. 
vailing  example,  which  is  fhewn  us  by  many  well- 
dilpofed  perfpns  in  England,  who  after  having 
formed  themfelves  into,  federal  fqcieties , have  fet 
up,  and  hitherto  fuccefsfully  maintained,  abun- 
dance of  charity-fchools;  oppofed  and  difcouraged 
vice,  introduced  fome  degree  of  catechifing  igno- 
rant people,  publiihed  many  ufeful  books,  and 
by  other  laudable  projects,  given  encouragement 
to  other  nations.  Which  makes  me  hqpe,  that 
they  alfo  begin  to  think  it  time  to  concern  them,- 
felves  fomething  more  lor  the  life  of  religion,  and 
power  of  godlinefs ; chafing  rather  to  promote  the 
fame  by  vigoroufly  carrying  on  fuch  practical  me? 
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thuds  as  ftrike  at  the  root  of  vice  and  prafanenefs, 
than  hy  maintaining  unneceffary  and  unprofitable 
difputes. 

gefides  thefe  and  the  like  encouragements  I 
have  hitherto  met  with,  the  Lord  hath  given- me 
one  proof  more  of  his  goodnefs,  which  is,  the 
joining  to  me  another  fincere  fellow -labourer , who, 
together  with  him  that  hath  been  with  me  thefe 
many  years,  beareth  no  fmall  part  of  the  paftoral 
care ; by  which  means  a larger  opportunity  is 
confered  on  me,  to  profecute  forqe  other  things 
tending  to  the  common  good.  I have  already 
gained  fo.much  time  hereby,  as  to  give  the  finifn- 
ing  ftroke  to  a treatife,  intitled,  NICQDEMU S; 
treating  upon  the  unlawfulnefs  of  Fear  before  Men  ; 
which  being  about  half  done  feme  years  ago,  was 
laid  afide  by  the  intervention  of  other  affairs : and 
to  publifh  another,  fetting  forth  Christ  as  the 
Subflance  of  the  whole  Scripture . 

And  thus  I think,  moil  honored  friend,  I have 
at  prefi  it  anfwered  your  expectation,  in  giving 
fp me  account  of  the  moll  remarkable  paffages  of 
Divine  Providence  that  have  hitherto  belallen  us 
in  the  management  of  the  hofpital ; intirely  refer- 
ing  the  communication  of  this  letter  to  your  pru- 
dence; but  refer v ing  to  myfelf  the  care  of  putting 
it  out  here  in  print,  as  a Continuation  of  that  Nar- 
rative which  has  been  already  fet  forth.  The 
Lord  hath  not  been  pleafed  as  yet  to  make  us 

known 
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known  to  one  another  by  fight ; yet  I affure  you 
that  your  letters*  difcovering  your  faith  in,  and 
your  love  to  JESUS  CHRIST  and  all  mankind, 
prove  no  fmall  excitement  to  me,  and  which  I 
hope  have  been  effectual  to  the  uniting  our  hearts 
in  a moft  tender  fenfe  of  reciprocal  love  and  kind* 
nefs,  which  is  a foretafte  here  of  that  eternal  life,, 
the  full  enjoyment  whereof  will  follow  then,  when 
we  come  to  be  favored  with  endlefs  joys  before 
the  throne  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ! To  whofe 
infinite  mercy  I commit  not  only  the  full  reward 
of  your  charitable  inclination  towards  us,  but  alfo 
yourfelf,  in  this  beginning  of  the  year  i praying 
Him  to  biefs  you  both  here  and  hereafter.  , 


the  only  wife  GOD,  he  honor  and  glory  for  ever  and 
ever . Amen . 

I remain,  moft  honored  friend. 


Your  true  friend  to  ferve  you. 


Glaucha  without  Hall, 
Jan.  7,  1702. 


